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DEVELOPERS’ VISION FOR 120 NEW 
HOMES BEING UNVEILED TODAY... 

Local residents 9 
chance to see 
the Bonvilston 
housing plans 


PLANS to build 120 
houses at 

Bonvilston are 
being unveiled 
today (Thursday) - 
giving local 

residents their first 
clear look at what is 
being proposed. 


The land - a total of 
17 acres - sits between 
the existing village of 
Bonvilston and Cottrell 
Park Golf Club, and is to 
be developed by Acorn 
Property Group and 
Village Homes. The 
latter is owned by David 
and Jonathan Johns- 


norma davies 

opinion • opltgydd 

COWBRIDGE-M0RRIST0N 
CARMARTHEN • LLANDYSUL 

• Extensive range of 
designer frames 
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Cowbridge 
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with this voucher you are entitled to £10 off 
a complete pair of glasses at our new 
Cowbridge practice - minimum spend £100 




Voucher expiry date 30/4/2015 

Ml 


Powell, writes Philip 
Irwin. 

The development has 
been in the pipeline for 
some time, ever since the 
Vale Council allocated 
the land for residential 
development in the 
emerging Local 

Development Plan 
(LDP). 

Speaking to The 
GEM, David Johns- 
Powell emphasised that 
these were pre¬ 
application plans, and 
that local residents had 
been invited to a viewing 
of the plans as part of a 
public consultation 
exercise. 

That viewing takes 
place at Cottrell Park 
Golf Resort, St Nicholas, 
Cardiff, today 

(Thursday) 4pm to 8pm. 

The Vale Council, in 
allocating the land for 
residential use, has 
specified that road 
improvements must be 
made to Pendoylan 
Lane. This narrow road 
causes frequent log-jams 
whenever traffic is 
queueing back from the 
traffic lights at Sycamore 
Cross. 

The proposals include 
those highway 

improvements and 120 
homes, some of which 
will be available under 
the Affordable Homes 
Programme. 

James Groombridge, 
the regional managing 
director of Acorn 
Property Group, Cardiff, 
said: “This is an 

important development 
for the area and it’s 
important we take into 
consideration the 

feedback from local 
residents. 

“This feedback will 
then be incorporated into 
the final designs where 


appropriate, which will 
then form the basis of a 
detailed planning 

application put to the 
council in due course.” 

Mr Groombridge 
added: “What we want 
to do is create a unique 
place for people to live 
that very much reflects 
the local surroundings 
and draws on the natural 
characteristics of the 
area. 

“We will look to 
preserve historical 
landscape approaches 
and styles identified 
within the Bonvilston 
Conservation Area to 
ensure the proposed 
scheme integrates with 
its surroundings and sits 
sympathetically within 
the rural landscape.” 
(Continued on page 3) 



ABOVE (left to right): Rev Heather Weddell (Cowbridge United Free Church); Rev Edward 
Dowland-Owen (the Benefice, Church-in-Wales); Father Mark Rowles (Our Lady and St Illtyd 
and St Cadoc RC parish); and Rosemary Samuel. (Photograph by MIKE WILCOCK). 

Local church group looks 
to honour young person 
who makes a difference 

CHURCHES Together in Cowbridge are 
inaugurating a new youth award, and the 
recipient will receive a silver salver. 

The group is looking for a pupil from the 
Cowbridge area, in year-9 or year-10 (aged 13 or 14 
in September this year) who is making a significant 
difference in his or her community, school, family or 
some other sphere. 

Nominations will be sought through schools, 
churches or youth leaders (nominees do not have to 
be a church member). 

Nominations should be made in writing, not more 
than 300 words, by someone other than a family 
member and with a second supporting signature. 

The deadline is May 25, and nominations should 
be sent to Mrs R Samuel, chair, Churches Together in 
Cowbridge and District, Penffordd Fawr Cottage, 

Bonvilston, CF5 6TS. 

Alternatively, an addressed envelope can be 
handed in to a member of the clergy in either 


Cowbridge United Free Church, Holy Cross or St 
Cadoc’s 

The award will be made in the summer. For further 
information, email hevtherev@googlemail.com 
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'Long live the 
Welsh 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

IMPORTANT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain circumsfcances)protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


‘SOME TRUE COWBRIDGE 
PEOPLE WILL WELCOME 
THE NEW DEVELOPMENT’ 


M Y family has lived 
in Cowbridge for 
about 300 years 
and over most of that time, 
they lived in rented 
accommodation. 

In years gone by there were 
fewer rich people, apart from 
doctors and dentists. The town 
was built on farming and people 
worked very hard to keep a roof 
over their heads. 

True Cowbridge people, and I 
don’t mean those who have 
moved here in the last 40 years or 
so, have seen a lot of changes and 
not all good. 

My mother, sisters and I have 
seen houses built on green fields 
where we used to play, and we 
had no say in the matter. 


I am proud that I grew up in a 
council house in Cowbridge, 
where I live with my mother 
whom I help to care for. My 
sisters have moved away from the 
town - they have been ‘priced- 
out’ because of people who think 
it is an exclusive place to live. 

Cowbridge has been ruined by 
these people. At one time you 
could buy anything in the town, 
but not any more because there 
are over-priced clothes shops. 

My family are in favour of the 
new houses on Darren Farm 
because my sisters may be able to 
come back to the place where 
they were bom and bred. In the - 
hopefully - distant future I may 
need a one-bedroom flat and may 
be able to have a housing 
association property. It will mean 


that I too can stay in the place 
where I was bom. 

People who don’t want housing 
for rent have only been here five 
minutes. When people ask me 
where I’m from and I tell them 
Cowbridge, they reply: “Oh, how 
posh\” I defend the true 
Cowbridge people and say: “/ am 
not posh, just Cowbridge born 
and bred, and raised by 
hardworking people .” 

People think they can stop 
progress, but my family had to 
put up with it. 

If people don’t like the 
changes, they should leave the 
town to Cowbridge people who 
appreciate it as a place to live, 
rather than as a status symbol. 

Mr MJ Austin, 

Cowbridge 


Too many homes planned for Vale’ 


FTER severe 
criticisms 
from the 
Prime Minister 
about the Welsh 
NHS, I thought I 
would like to share 
with you my 
experience of one 
of the NHS 
services. 

In October 2014,1 
had to attend the 
doctor’s surgery for a 
pulled muscle in my 
foot. After this was 
seen to, and due to my 
age. Dr Jones (just 
retired) insisted I have a 
prostate blood test, 
although I had no 
symptoms. 

A week later, I was 
sent for and was advised 
to have a biopsy. 

This came as a great 
shock, but I had my 
biopsy two weeks later, 
and it was confirmed by 
the consultant at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital that I did have 
prostate cancer. 

I was immediately 
given hormonal 
treatment at the hospital, 
then via my GP in the 
form of an injection in 
my stomach at £300 per 
injection, of which I 
needed two. 

In November 2014,1 
had an appointment at 
Velindre Hospital, in 
Cardiff, and a 


A pril 2015 is 

a significant 
month for 
anniversaries - the 
birthday, and then 
suicide, of the late 
unlamented Adolf 
Hitler 70 years ago, 
and the beginning of 
the battle of Berlin - 
the final, successful 
assault by the Red 
(Russian) Army on 
the Nazi capital, and 
its subsequent 
destruction. 

A Soviet war 
correspondent with 
Zhukhov’s forces asked: 
“What are the targets?” 

“Centre of Berlin,” 
answered a Katyusha 
Battery commander. 

Then came the words 
of command: “Open fire 
on the capital of Fascist 


NHS!’ 

programme of treatment 
was explained. 

The radiotherapy 
treatment started on 
February 19, this year 
and was completed on 
March 20. 

The treatment was 
given in a thoughtful, 
efficient and 
professional manner, 
and on time. On the 
one occasion that the 
machine broke down, I 
was telephoned at home 
before leaving for my 
appointment and a new 
appointment arranged. 

The support verbally, 
or given through 
leaflets, was second to 
none, and went a long 
way to dispel my own, 
and my family’s, fears. 

At the time of 
writing, I have already 
received my check-up 
appointment to see the 
consultant at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend in 
June. 

I think the treatment I 
received was first class 
and would encourage all 
men over 50 years of 
age to go to their GP for 
a blood test. The earlier 
the detection, the better 
the outcome. 

Long live the Welsh 
NHS in its present form, 
from a very grateful 75- 
year-old. 

J L Jones, 

Aberthin. 


Germany”. 

I noted the time - it 
was exactly 8.30am on 
April 22: 96 shells and 
rockets fell in the centre 
of Berlin in the course 
of a few minutes. 

From this one battery 
alone, 20,000 Russians 
were to die in the next 
few days before the 
‘Hammer and Sickle’ 
was hoisted over the 
Reichstag. 

Then the ‘revenge’ 
began. The Soviets, 
according to the 
historian, Max Hastings, 
killed 93 per cent of all 
Germans and their allies 
in World War Two. 

I believe this to be a 
slight over-estimate. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 

(Ex-RAF Regiment and 
MI). 


T HE majority 
of the 
working 

population in the 
Vale earn their 
income outside the 
Vale. 

Cardiff, Bridgend and 
Rhondda Cynon Taff 
provide the main sources 
of employment. This is 
unlikely to change, 
unless the Vale Council, 
supported by the Wales 
Government, is capable 


1 AM unhappy 
with the letters 
you have been 
printing lately 
about all the new 
houses they hope to 
build in the Vale - 
everyone seems to 
have the attitude of 
‘not in my back 
yard’. 

Cowbridge is a lucky 
place - it has a leisure 
centre, fire station, a 
comprehensive school, 
more than one infants 
school, and a good 
selection of shops. 

In fact, it has 
everything a small town 
needs, bar housing for 
the people growing up in 
the town who want to 
marry and continue to 
live there. 

Compare this with 
Rhoose, which has no 
leisure centre, no 
comprehensive school, 
one infants school, a 
library they want to shut 
or make us run, which 
means us paying for it 


of attracting new 
business into the Vale. 

Historic growth in the 
Vale has shown a year- 
on-year slight increase in 
population. However, 
the idea that the Vale is 
capable of sustaining a 
building programme of 
10,000 new homes is at 
best optimistic and, at 
worst, ridiculous. 

Many people argue 
that Wales Government 
housing statistics show 
that between 2011-2026, 
only 5,600 homes are 


twice, and one 
supermarket. 

They think it’s right to 
build a large number of 
new houses here, with 
no new facility to help 
the people who already 
live in the village. 

They promised a lot 
of things when they 
started building houses 
here a long time ago. In 
fact, the village has 
already trebled in size 
over the last 15 years. 

This village cannot 
take all the housing in 
the Vale, but we seem to 
be the spot of choice for 
new housing, as 
everyone seems to think 
Barry can take all the 
new houses they want 
built. 

Can all the people 
who live in Cowbridge 
please stop and think 
how lucky they are? 

Yes, we need new 
housing, but thinking 
that anywhere else can 
take the houses you 
don’t want is selfish. 
Theresa Faye Branton, 
Rhoose. 


needed. The Vale 
Council is supported 
financially by the Wales 
Government. 

Regretfully, the support 
per head of population in 
the Vale is less than for 
other areas. Instead of 
challenging for equal 
financial support, the 
Vale Council is 
motivated by financial 
gain through its 
programme of granting 
planning permission for 
10,000 new homes. 

The council has 
played the affordable 
housing card, which has 


1 CALLED into 
the council 
offices in Barry 
to make an 
appointment for 
collection of a 
carpet and was 
given a card and 
told to phone them. 

When I phoned, I was 
told ‘no collection’ in 
Rhoose until March 31; 
after that there will be a 
charge for collection. I 
asked what are we 
paying council tax for 
and was told to take it 
up with a local 
councillor. 


resulted in a breakdown 
of relations within the 
population of the Vale as 
everyone is attempting 
to defend their corner. 

The challenge for the 
population of the Vale is 
to resist the idea that 
10,000 new homes are 
required. We should 
direct our wrath at the 
council and our elected 
representatives, who are 
ignoring the needs of the 
Vale to build affordable 
homes where they are 
required. 

Gareth A Jones, 

Col winston. 


The council have now 
got the cheek to ask 
public minded people to 
be vigilant over fly 
tipping. What do they 
expect when people do 
not drive and cannot 
take waste themselves to 
Llandow to be disposed 
of? There will be a lot 
more tipping when this 
charge comes into force. 

There is talk of five 
black bags or more will 
be charged for on 
roadside collection. It’s 
not good enough. 

Mrs D Meah, 

Rhoose. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


See more 
readers ’ letters 
on page 22. 



Remembering 
the beginning of 
Nazis’ downfall 


Cowbridge is a 
lucky place’ 


Why charge for 
waste collection? 
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Overloaded 
trains are 
dangerous’ 


1 WOULD like to 
know what 
other people 
think of the services 
provided by Arriva 
trains to their 
passengers? 

I am very grateful 
that the train route 
was reinstated, of 
course, but the 
services are not good 
enough for the price 
we pay. 

During rugby and 
football events, trains 
are dangerously 
packed tightly with 
people (we are not 
sardines, we are 
humans!); and they 
still push more and 
more people in all the 
way to Cardiff. 


There is no room for 
older people, 
handicapped people, 
or women and 
children. 

Moreover, Queen 
Street station always 
closes early as well. 

It is sheer madness 
and it is dangerous. 

In addition, there 
are no lifts at Barry 
(Broad Street) station, 
Cogan or Grangetown. 

These would be 
needed, as there are 
steps and bridges to 
cross the line. 

It should be a 
priority for customers. 
J Hay ford, 

Barry. 


Special sporting 
day for the Vale! 


S ATURDAY, 
March 28 was a 
very special day 
for football in Barry 
and the Vale - with 
Barry Town United 
winning Welsh 
League Division Two, 
Cadoxton Barry 
securing the South 
Wales Senior League 
Division Two 
championship, and 
Cardiff Airport 
winning the Vale of 
Glamorgan league. 

It can’t be very often 
that so many local clubs 
are successful enough to 
pick up silverware on 
the same day, so 
congratulations to them 
all. 

Apart from those 
successful clubs last 
weekend, we still have 
Sully Sports in the hunt 
for the South Wales 
Division One title, Barry 


and Dinas Powys rugby 
clubs vying for their 
league title and Barry 
Athletic Cricket Club 
enjoying their 125th 
anniversary this year, 
and many, more. 

Of course, thousands 
of people in the Vale are 
involved in sport at all 
levels, from elite to 
keep-fit, as adults, young 
people and children, as 
coaches and trainers and 
as players, in teams and 
as individuals. 

Sport is important in 
staying fit and healthy, 
and we need to promote 
participation and 
enjoyment for people of 
all ages - and to 
celebrate success when it 
comes our way in our 
hard-working and lovely 
town. 

Coun Ian Johnson, 
Barry, 

Plaid Cymru - the Party 
of Wales. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 9) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

02 Thur 

06.19 

8.9 

18.37 

9.1 

03 Fri 

06.54 

9.3 

19.11 

9.5 

04 Sat 

07.25 

9.5 

19.44 

9.7 

05 Sun 

07.58 

9.8 

20.14 

9.7 

06 Mon 

08.28 

9.6 

20.44 

9.6 

07 Tues 

08.58 

9.5 

21.13 

9.7 

08 Wed 

09.31 

9.4 

21.47 

9.3 

09 Thur 

09.59 

9.2 

22.21 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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BONVILSTON HOUSING: 

THE “VISION’ IS UNVEILED 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Mr Groombridge 
continued: “Our vision 
is to create a varied and 
vibrant locality, which 
goes beyond a 
traditional ‘housing 
estate’ and uses the 
positioning of buildings 
and their shape and 
appearance to make a 
unique place in which 
different areas are 
individual in their 
character.” 

Established in 1995, 
Acorn Property Group 
has built a strong 
reputation in developing 
high quality homes for 
over 20 years. 

David Johns-Powell 
said: “They are not the 
sort of company that 
has a limited number of 
house designs, and as a 
result puts up the same 
houses all over the 
country”. 

He said that the 
dwellings would be 
designed to be 
distinctive and in 
sympathy with their 
surroundings. 

The Johns-Powells 
acknowledge that these 
have been objections 
from some residents, 


who have claimed that 
the development will 
almost double the 
village, but they hope 
that the exhibition will 


reassure the locals. 

Residents’ views 
will, they insist, be 
taken into account as 
the consultation 


The proposed development area, outlined in red, 
alongside Bonvilston. the Sycamore Lane traffic 
lights are on the extreme right of the photo. 


Easter chicks 
kept them busy! 


AT Cowbridge 
Friendship Club’s 
March meeting, it 
was time to prepare 
for Easter and what 
better way than to 
make Easter chicks 
and baskets? 

While some members 
were making their pom¬ 
pom fluffy chicks, 
another member was 
busy making baskets and 
before some of the 
members had made one 
chick - complete with 
eyes, beaks and bows, 
she had made four 
baskets! 

The other members 
then had a chance to 
make their baskets. 


At this meeting we 
welcomed Bridget 
Palmer, co-ordinator of 
the Llantwit Major Good 
Neighbour Scheme, who 
also helped in making 
some chicks. 

So, after having the 
usual afternoon tea with 
homemade sandwiches 
and cakes, the members 
all departed, carefully 
carrying their chicks in 
the baskets. 

Meetings are held on 
the last Thursday of 
every month when we 
have a variety of 
activities; so if you (or 
someone you know) 
would like to join, call 
01656 668446 to find out 
more. 

Pat Smith, (Leader) 


progresses. 

In the meantime, they 
see the development as 
one that will improve 
the local economy, with 
the local pub and 
village shop standing to 
benefit from the new 
residents. 

Mr Johns-Powell said 
that it would be a boost 
to Cottrell Park Golf 
Club, and make it more 
viable, as access points 
would lead directly onto 
the course. 

Golfers who bought a 
home, could use a 
buggy to get straight 
onto the course, and 
local walkers could use 
those same access 
points to a footpath, or 
join the nature walk that 
has been created around 
the golf course. 


ABOVE: An outline of the development, with 
village greens planned into the scheme. 


•a* NHSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


Pub supports campaign 
for Jack’s special trike! 


A severely disabled little boy 
from Llantwit Major dreams 
of riding his own trike - and a 
local pub is supporting his 
parents’ campaign to make 
that dream come true. 

Jack Vincent, aged three, suffered a 
series of mini strokes caused by a form 
of a meningitis he contracted at just 
four weeks old. 

His mother Debra told The GEM: 
“Due to the severity of the strokes, 
Jack has a form of ‘dystonic cerebral 
palsy’ resulting in multiple disabilities 
including severe mobility problems. 

“Despite numerous disabilities, he is 
a very happy little boy and always 
smiling! 

“He needs lots of physiotherapy in 
order to help improve his muscle tone 
and co-ordination.” 

Jack has physiotherapy sessions 
privately and with the NHS. Jack, 
Debra and dad Mark recently attended 
Pedal Power in Cardiff at which Jack 
was able to try out a specially adapted 
trike. 

Debra said: “Jack and we were 
thrilled to find a piece of equipment 
that not only met his requirements, but 
also gave him a sense of freedom. 
Unfortunately, as the trike has to be 
specially made and adapted to support 
Jack’s complex needs, it is a very 
expensive.” 

The couple feel that the trike would 
benefit him immensely: “It a very 
supportive piece of equipment. He is 
safe and secure - with the proper head, 
hip, leg and foot supports. 

“It encourages Jack to move his legs 


Jack trying out the 
specially-adapted trike. 
to pedal, which provides excellent 
therapy for his legs and hips, 
strengthening the muscles and 
improving co-ordination as he is 
currently non mobile.” 

When the staff and friends of the 
Old White Hart heard about Jack’s 
dream of racing around on his own 
trike, they wanted to help. The pub is 
now holding a weekly raffle at their 
Thursday quiz nights to raise money 
for his trike. 

Elinid Carlig, of the Old White Hart 
said: “If anyone would like to donate, 
raffle tickets are available behind the 
bar throughout the week, and we draw 
each raffle after the quiz on Thursdays. 

“Please contact us on 01446 
796809 or at the email address 
oldwhitehartinn@gmail.com if you 
would like to donate a prize for the 
raffle.” 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

NANCY DAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 

OBITUARY 
Mary Joan 
Smith (nee 
Roberts ) aged 
86 

RIGHT, Mary 

Joan Smith, 

Treoes 

NEIGHBOURS 
from the village 
of Treoes 
joined close 
friends and the 
family of the 
late Mary Joan 
Smith at her 
funeral, which 
took place on 
Friday, March 
15 at the Mid 
Glamorgan 
Crematorium, 

Coychurch. 

Joan,an 
accomplished 
pianist, had won a place at the London School 
of Music at a very young age, following in her 
elder sister’s success, who was also an 
accomplished musician. 

Since the loss of her beloved partner, Gwyn, 
Joan has been cared for by her sister, Jill and 
brother-in-law Charles, at their Treoes home. 

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside 
us every day, 

Unseen, unheard but always near. 

Still loved, still missed and. very dear. 

Donations in memory of Joan may be made to 
PDSA, c/o The Funeral Director, 12 Pentwyn 
Road, Pencoed, CF35 6SB. 


years 






Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 
Only £8.50pp 
Mon -Thurs 5.30 -7pm 


2 FOR 1 


MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pmTAKEAWAY ONLY 


(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 


SUNDAYBANQUET 

5 COURSES £8.50 

Midday-11pm 


Tel: 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 
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(AS EASTER APPROACHES PALM) 
SUNDAY IS MARKED IN TOWN 


LEFT: 

The Rev Heather 
Weddell and the Rev 
Edward Dowland- 
Owen 

led parishioners on a 
parade through 
Cowbridge on 
March 29 
to celebrate Palm 
Sunday - with a 
donkey leading the 
way, of course. 

Photograph 
by Mike Wilcock. 


Choral societies combine 
for a very special concert 



INSTALL 



All sizes available. 

Delivered & Collected. 

Waste collection 

MINI 

service. 

Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire 
to load your skip. 

MIDI 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

MAXI 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 

We will not be beaten on 
ANY written quotation for 
the Barry area 

XL MAXI 

Waste Carrier Number 
CB/LE5004GH ( 


Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 



□ 


o 




HOLY Cross 

Church, Cowbridge 
provided a very 
appropriate setting 
for the Requiem 
Masses of Saint 
Saens and Mozart 
sung by Cowbridge 
and Pontypridd 

Choral Societies last 
Saturday. 

The choirs were 
conducted by Jeff Ryan 
with Jonathan Gulliford 
on the church organ. The 
soloists were Bethan 
Dudley, soprano, Joanne 
Thomas, mezzo soprano, 
Richard Allen, tenor and 
Adam Gilbert, baritone. 

The appreciative 
audience much enjoyed 
the Saint Saens, the 
lesser known of the two 
works, with its operatic 



style reminiscent of Verdi 
and with music of 
considerable beauty. 

The ever popular 
Mozart was sung with 
great gusto and much 
sensitivity for the 
meaning within the 
music. 

The Cowbridge 
Choral Society will take 
a short Easter break 
before resuming 

rehearsals on Thursday, 
April 16, when work will 
begin on Handel’s 


Messiah. This will be 
performed, along with 
Pontypridd on November 
28 as part of the ‘Voices 
for Hospices’ series of 
concerts. 

New members are 
always welcome to join 
the Choral Society, and 
experience is not 
essential. Rehearsals take 
place in the United Free 
Church, Westgate St 
(opposite the Police 
Station) every Thursday 
at 7.30pm. PG 



Llangan pupils 
learn tribal life 
skills for survival 



LAST week, 
teachers and pupils 
of Llangan 
Primary School 
swapped paper and 
pen for flint and 
timber, in what 
turned out to be an 
inspiring ‘Life 
Skills Week’. 

Children learnt the 
fundamental skills 
needed to survive in the 
wild... skills which 
would have put Bear 
Grylls to shame! 

Den building, clay 
modelling, planting 
vegetables, creating 
tribal songs and dances, 
inventing their own 
languages and even 
working with experts in 
the important tribal skill 
of making fire! 

Children from 
nursery to year-6 were 
divided into four tribes. 
After an initial tribal 
meeting each morning, 
the children set off to 
complete various 
activities and ‘survival 
challenges’. 

These challenges not 
only tested physicality, 
but also the most 
important muscle of 
all... the brain! 

Children gathered 
natural materials, and 
worked with these to 
make ‘tribal life’ easier, 
even developing trading 
skills, which after all, is 
a key prerequisite of all 
successful business 
tycoons! 

The school was ‘at 
one with nature’ and 
loved every minute of 
it. 

“What a great way 
for children to develop 
communication, 
numeracy and problem¬ 
solving skills,” was a 
comment made by one 
of our parents. 

Bethan of year-6 
said: “Amazing, a week 
full of fantastic 
activities, when can we 
do this again?” 

To top off ‘Life- 


Skills’ 

week, we all witnessed 
the natural phenomenon 
of the solar eclipse! We 
used many techniques 
to view the disappearing 
sun safely. 

What a tremendous, 
tribal experience, one 


which 

we will certainly be 
repeating! 

“Staff have worked 
incredibly hard to plan 
an engaging and fun 
week encompassing so 
many important life and 
academic skills. The 
school has been a hive 
of activity, literally 
buzzing with 
excitement. 

“The children have 
once again done 
themselves, parents and 
staff proud - what an 
amazing week. We look 
forward to repeating 
this learning experience 
in the near future!” said 
headteacher, Mr Steve 
Williams. 

Report by Aneira 
Mably (year-6) 


Big breakfast 
for charity! 

THE Cowbridge branch of Cancer 
Research Campaign UK recently held a 
big breakfast event at the Quarter Penny 
Cafe, which raised £1,100 for the charity. 

Thanks to all our supporters for making it a big 
success. Thanks also to Tracey and her staff for their 
excellent service. 

Fran Davies, 

(On behalf of of the Cowbridge committee of 
CRC UK) 
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TV star Walliams 9 World 
Book Day whirlwind visit 


THE Peterston-Super-Ely 
Church in Wales Primary 
School was filled with boys 
in dresses, gangsta 

grannies, ratburgers and 
demon dentists on World 
Book Day in preparation for 
a very special visit. 

They were chosen to receive a 
whirlwind visit from TV star 
David Walliams on World Book 
Day thanks to a poem written by 
Year-6 pupil Rosie Pearn. 


The children's author and star 
of Little Britain and Britain's Got 
Talent, launched a competition 
for a poem of no more than 50 
words to be written inviting him 
to visit; 9,000 schools across the 
UK entered the competition and 
only six schools were chosen. 
Peterston was the only school in 
Wales. 

His visit lasted only 25 minutes 
after an exciting arrival in a 
helicopter which landed on the 


questions from the children and 
read from his latest book Awful 
Aunty. 

“Despite being a whirlwind 
visit, the impact it had on the 
children and staff will be long- 
lasting. He's a truly charismatic 
and inspiring author, who gave 
his time generously to the 
children. We were all thrilled," 


school field. He answered said headteacher Mrs Tara Lloyd. 


‘The School of Hard Knocks’ 
dishes one out to Barry RFC 


MEMBERS of Barry of the two-month period, disappointment. It’s not suspect that Sky decided 
Rugby Football Club The team is coached every day that you get the that it wanted a more 
were left “gutted” by former Welsh chance to play on the prestigious fixture 
international Srntt ^ ardiff Arms Park pitch . against Cardiff High 

School of Hard World Cup winner'Will “Families club School Old Boys. 

Knocks dropped them Greenwood. members and the junior At the time of going to 


former 

after Sky Sports’ Engtad P “ rk pitch 

” ' World Cup winner Will ^amines. 

Greenwood. members and the junior 

Barry RFC committee sections were going press. The GEM had not 
man William Knapman, along.” received a response from 

Some club members Sky TV. 


from a fixture at 
Cardiff Arms Park 
with just two days to 
go, writes 
CHAPMAN. 

The match was due to 


who helped to organise 
the fixture, voiced the 
TIM disappointment of those 
who were looking 
forward to seeing the 
. - T , club’s players 

take place on Tuesday, performing on of 

March 24 at 7pm and a rugby’s most iconic 
number of people from stages. 

Barry had made plans to On the Sunday we 
attend including family 

members of the players, because, according to 
The ethos behind the them, our side was too 
School of Hard Knocks strong, 
team is to give “We were prepared to 

youngsters from the r e-jig the side and do 
‘wrong side of the tracks’ whatever we could to 
a new chance in life, keep the fixture on. They 
learning discipline and didn’t even have the 
teamwork through rugby, decency to respond, 
and delivering work “People were gutted - 

opportunities at the end it was a massive 


"Cuts behind the 
ambulance times’ 


1 HAVE to 
confess that I 
was quite 
surprised to see 
Jane Hutt AM in 
last week’s GEM 
complaining about 
poor ambulance 
response times in 
Llantwit. 

She is, of course, 
entirely correct that the 
rural Vale suffers from 


Dinas Windows Ltd 

A FAMILY COMPANY - YOU CAN TRUST. 


Get a quote now Est 1988 

New Windows • Doors • Fascia Soffits & Guttering 
Replacement Conservatories & Porches 


We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 




You name it 
_ We can do it! 

Ring now on 01446 749055 


Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


very poor waiting times, 
but to read her 
comments you could be 
forgiven for forgetting 
that her Labour Party 
has run the health 
service in Wales since 
1999. 

In fact, Ms Hutt has 
played an integral role in 
the performance of the 
health service: not only 
did she serve as the 
Health Minister between 
1999-2005, as the 
current Finance Minister 
she has signed off 
consecutive budgets 
since 2011 which have 
resulted in record 
breaking (and highly 
damaging) cuts to the 
Welsh NHS. 

I make no apology for 
highlighting this 
hypocrisy. The Finance 
Minister is responsible 
for allocating all Welsh 
Government spending to 
each department. Indeed, 
when the UK 
Government made 
money available to 
councils to freeze 
council tax in England, 
the Welsh Government 
received a lump sum to 
enable them to do the 
same here in Wales. 

The Finance Minister 
refused and the 4 per 
cent hike in the bill you 
had through your 
letterboxes last month is 
the result. Who took that 
decision? You guessed it. 
Andrew RT Davies, 
South Wales Central 
Conservative AM. 


A great chance to reminisce 
and catch up on all the news 

Romilly Old Boys’ 
reunion hopes to 
exceed 150 mark 


NOSTALGIA will be the 
order of the day when the 
Romilly Old Boys’ 
Reunion takes place at 
Cadoxton Conservative 
Club, Barry. 

The last reunion in 2013 was 
very well attended, and 
featured in The GEM. One of 
the organisers, Alan Kingdon, 
explained that its success was 
the reason for another get- 
together on Friday, April 17 
(7pm til late). 

“We had i50 old boys at the 
reunion in 2013 and when I’ve 
bumped into the lads since 
they’ve said: ‘When are we 
going to have another one?’ 

“We’ve already sold 100 
tickets and I’m hoping we 
could top the 150 people who 
attended last time. 

“Many of those coming will 
be local, but we’ve also had 
interest from as far afield as 


by GEM 
REPORTER 


west Wales, Brecon, 
Northampton, London - even 
France, though it may be a bit 
too far for him to come. Four 
members of staff will be there 
too. 

“An evening like this is 
nostalgic and its great that 
people make the effort to come 
from near and far.” 

Romilly Boys’ School 
opened in 1906 and closed its 
doors in 1966. 

One of the reasons that Alan 
is confident organisers can 
exceed the 150 people who 
turned up in 2013 is the fact 
that those who missed out let 
him know! 

“They said if they’d realised 
it was on they’d have come 
too.” 


It will be a great opportunity 
for people to reminisce with 
old friends and catch up on the 
latest news. 

Alan said old boys will have 
name tags just to help jog 
memories. 

Free tickets are available 
from Vic Hopkins (butchers) 
High Street, Barry; or contact 
Alan Kingdon on 01446 
732203, or Clive Tapscott on 
01446 743157. 

A £1 donation is requested 
on the door to cover organising 
expenses. 

If anyone wants to know the 
latest on Romilly Old Boys, 
they should go to 
www.romillyoldboysofficialsite. 
com; for more information or 
to leave contact details for 
organisers, email: 

rom illyoldboys @gmail.com. 


BUY FOR LESS 
this Easter 

and SAVE £1000s 

on the BIGGEST BRANDS in our 

ANNUAL DISPLAY AND SURPLUS STOCK 

CLEARANCE 
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Cowbridge Comprehensive sports round-up 



The under-13 Lady Taverners’ Welsh 
final took place at the SWALEC Stadium, 
Cardiff on Monday, March 23. 

We got off to a great start with a very tense match 
against Dyffryn, winning by one run! We took 51 
runs, but our fielding was very good. Beth Edwards 
was an excellent wicket keeper. 

Our next game was against Bro Myrddin. We 
batted really well, scoring 111 runs. Bro Myrddin did 
well and chased us, scoring 82 with an excellent 
innings for Ella M Jones, who retired on 25 runs. 

Our final game was against Gwyr where we won 
convincingly, 93 runs to 48. Beth Edwards batted 
really well and had to retire on 25. 

Cowbridge now go through to the next round to 
be held in Bristol on Wednesday, April 15 - well 
done ladies! 

The Cowbridge under-15s (Year 9 & 10) girls 
competed in the Lady Taverners’ indoor cricket 
south Wales championships at the SWALEC 
Stadium. 

In the first match Cowbridge played Gwyr. Gwyr 
won by 25 runs, winning 83 runs to 58. During the 
match Freya Johnson and Rachel Anstey both took 
wickets by catching Gwyr out. Mali Howell was the 
Cowbridge highest scorer, scoring 25 runs. 

In the second game against Dyffryn Taf they won 
by 12 runs, scoring 53 to Cowbridge’s 41. 


Unfortunately Cowbridge found it hard to score; 
Selina Radcliffe played well taking three wickets in 
the first over, however this was not enough to help 
Cowbridge. 

In the third match against Coleg Y Dderwen, after 
a very unsuccessful bowling session where 
Cowbridge gave them 54 points from wide balls, 
Coleg Y Dderwen won 82-68. 

In the fourth game against Cwmtawe, they scored 
79 runs with Freya Johnson taking three wickets in 
one over. Cowbridge unfortunately were all out after 
six overs, scoring 43 runs. Cowbridge came fifth 
overall. 

Team: Selina Radcliffe, Eleanor Lewis, Mali 
Howell, Freya Johnson, Rhian Crossman, Sarah 
Jones, Aimee Jones, India Maurice and Rachel 
Anstey. 

HOCKEY 

Our Year 7B team took part in the under-12 
Cardiff and The Vale hockey final at Glantaf on 
Wednesday, March 18. 

We had mixed success. We played Glantaf first 
and were beaten 7-1; Glantaf were very skilful. We 
improved our skills and game play considerably in 
our second match, beating Llanishen 7-0, with 
excellent play from Ellie Williams, Catrin Roy and 
Josie Dix proving too much for the Llanishen 
defence. 

Our last game was against Howells (the 


favourites). We lost 2-0, but played very well. Our 
defence was superb, with Megan Lowrie and Catrin 
Roy frustrating the Howell’s attacking players. We 
finish third behind Howells and Glantaf - well done 
all who took part! 

BASKETBALL 

On Thursday, March 12, the Cowbridge Year 8 
basketball teams headed to the Welsh Institute of 
Sport for the final round of the 5x60 basketball 
tournament. 

For teams in Key Stage 3 this is the pinnacle of 
the season, bringing together the top teams from 
Cardiff, the Vale and Rhondda Cynon Taff to 
compete for the right to be named champions of 
south central Wales. 

Both the boys and girls sides from Cowbridge 
qualified for the tournament, besting their opponents 
in the Vale with relative ease back in December 
2014. Due to a reorganisation of the age groups for 
the boys team this was their first time at the final 
round and they'd come seeking a challenge having 
vanquished all comers so far. 

For the girls team, however, this was about 
defending their title having been crowned 
champions last year. 

Full of energy as they anticipated the challenge, 
the Cowbridge students approached the day with a 
confident mindset. The boys tipped off the day going 
up against Garth Olwg. 

After a few slow minutes, as both teams struggled 
to get a rhythm, the Cowbridge boys got going. The 
ball starting to move quickly, finding open shooters 
and cutters. Cowbridge took a comfortable lead into 
halftime and then didn't let up in the second half, 
eventually winning 39-12. 

The girls followed the lead set by the boys and 
right from the tip tore into their first opponent, Pen 
Y Dre. Emily Gregory shut down the paint, turning 
away any opponent who even had a thought of 
scoring. Her sister Jess Gregory led the way on the 
offensive end, driving inside relentlessly. The girls 
won easily, 26-4. 

In their second game the Year 8 boys faced their 
first real taste of adversity as Cyfarthfa pounded 
them throughout a physical first half. With the score 
tied midway through the first half, shooting guard 
Jamie Owen bravely drove inside, resisted pulling up 
for a jump shot and took it right to the hole, drawing 
contact that sent him to the floor. 

A point was award and with the fire lit under them 
Cowbridge quickly inbounded the ball and scored 
another bucket. The first half came to a close and as 
they regrouped at halftime Cowbridge knew what 
they had to do. 

Fired up they began the second half playing with 
an intensity that Cyfarthfa could not match. Soon the 
game was under control and Cowbridge stormed to a 
solid win, 25-12. 

Next up for the girls team were Vale rivals St 
Richard Gwyn. The final in the Vale round was 
closer than Cowbridge would have liked as crucial 
players had to struggle on although injured. 

Cowbridge started quickly and built up an early 
eight point lead. However, it wouldn't last as St 
Richard Gwyn regrouped through their characteristic 
snappy, tenacious defence and pulled the game back 
to 10-7 at one point. Sensing they had to step up their 
game Cowbridge dug deep and found another level. 

Nicole Yip re-entered the game and gave the girls 
a boost. Emily Gregory then blew the game open 
with a break-away lay-up and Cowbridge held on for 
a 16-7 victory. 

Up quickly next for the girls were Eastern High. 
With two wins under their belt Cowbridge were 
feeling good and wasted no time at all. They 
controlled every moment of the game and won with 
ease, 32-0. 

After the lunch break it was time for the boys 
team to play Y Pant in the championship game. 


Having scouted their opponents, Cowbridge knew 
this would be no easy game. Featuring an imposing 
frontline with two players bigger than anyone on the 
Cowbridge team, this looked like the Vale 
champions’ biggest challenge yet. 

The first play of the game however showed that 
Cowbridge meant business. Tom Ap-John Williams 
drove the right lane and sucked the first of Y Pant's 
big guys toward him and then pitched a perfect 
baseline pass along to Adam Durrant waiting 
patiently outside the low post. 

The ball didn't stay in Durrant's hands for a single 
second as he instantly kicked it to guard Jamie Owen 
who was situated on the three point line. Owen 
hesitated for second, fooling the defence into 
thinking he was going to shoot the long ball and 
dragged the help defenders over to him. 

With perfect timing he then swung the ball to an 
open Alex Oldham who had his feet set on the free 
throw line and unloaded immediately. As the ball 
swished through the net for the game’s first points it 
was clear Cowbridge were ready for this one. 

Cowbridge continued this way throughout the 
first half, playing at a pace and an intensity that Y 
Pant just weren’t prepared for. Their big guys found 
the smart Cowbridge defence frustrating as the easy 
shots they had at the rim in earlier games in the 
tournament were nowhere to be found. 

It didn't get any better as late in the first half Rory 
James entered the game and brought his trademark 
ferocious defence with him. Going up again Y Pant's 
power forward, James was giving up a lot of inches 
but not an ounce of determination as he hounded Y 
Pant's big man on every possession. 

Cowbridge kept finding new ways to score and Y 
Pant began to lose heart. I wan Ap-John Williams 
came on in the final minute and the team sealed the 
deal. The buzzer eventually sounded and Cowbridge 
marched off victorious, 25-13, soaking in their 
biggest victory yet. Newly crowned South Central 
Wales champions, they knew all the hard work had 
paid off. 

Wanting to show anything the boys could do so 
could they, the girls headed into their final game 
planning to make a statement. They were facing off 
against the only team that had given them any 
trouble so far, St Richard Gwyn. 

Knowing they had not played their best basketball 
in their previous two match-ups the Cowbridge girls 
wasted no time setting a tone. Centre Hollie Oakman 
pounded them mercilessly inside, scoring over every 
defender thrown her way with a variety of post 
moves and bank shots. 

Jess Gregory dared the defence to stop her as she 
ripped through the paint like a furious tornado. The 
Year 7 girls got into the act as well, coming on one 
after another and providing St Richard Gwyn with 
no let up. 

It wasn't until Cowbridge had a 21 point lead that 
St Richard Gwyn found a way to score and by then 
it was too little, too late. The Cowbridge girls 
defended their title with a statement-making 23-5 
win. 

Year 8 boys team: Tom Apjohn-Williams (co¬ 
captain), Jamie Owen, Alex Oldham, Adam Durrant 
(co-captain), Will Marsden, Rory James, Iwan 
Apjohn-Williams. Year 8 girls team: Jess Gregory, 
Sophie Hawkins, Emily Gregory, Hollie Oakman, 
Nicole Yip, Kate Floyd, Maddie Rooney, Connie 
Wood. 

WELL DONE! 

Congratulations to sixth form students Iori 
Moore and Kristian Jones who recently 
represented Wales at the indoor under-20s 
international on March 8. 

Both students performed really well in their 
respective events in a match that eventually saw 
England finish in top spot. Well done boys! 


Island Pleasure Park 
returns in deal that 
could be worth £20m! 



MAJOR preparatory work 
was taking place on the 
Barry Island funfair site 
after a deal was signed 
sealing a return of the 
world famous Pleasure 
Park, writes TIM 
CHAPMAN. 

Fairground businessman Henry 
Danter can now go ahead with a 
redevelopment which could, over 
the years, amount to a £20million 
investment. 

Recent months had seen a 
rollercoaster ride as three parties - 
the Danter family, the Vale 
Council and Barry Island 
Development Company - 
hammered out an agreement that 
secures the future of the site. 

On Monday this week 
Kimberley Danter told The GEM: 
“We are absolutely thrilled. We 
eventually got the keys at 2pm 
today and the machinery started 
coming on to the site. 

“We plan to be open this 
weekend and will do what we can 


this summer. 

“We will be spending about 
£20million in the next few years. 
It will take time, but we have a 
good team and will get there.” 

Within minutes of the deal 
being struck, fairground rides 
from the Czech Republic were 
being moved on to the site. 

Major work on the construction 
of arcades and new rides on the 
four acre location will take place 
in the winter. 

Alun Cairns, the Conservative 
parliamentary candidate, said: “I 
am so pleased that such a long 
drawn out deal has finally been 
reached. To see so many 
wonderful and brand new rides 
arriving is so encouraging. 

“From the start I have done all I 
can to encourage investment in 
Barry Island, and I see this as just 
the start of a resurgence in the 
area.” 

The Dolphin will become flats 
and commercial units and the 
Pleasure Park will be restored with 
21st century entertainment and 
rides. 


LEFT: 

Break open the 
bubbly - Barry 
Island Pleasure 
Park is about to 
return. 

Celebrating (from 
left to right) were 
Aidan Lynch, 
Kimberley Danter, 
Alun Cairns and 
Henry Danter. 


CATALYST 

Paul Haley of Pride in Barry, 
which campaigns on behalf of the 
town, said the deal should place 
the Island at the centre of the 
area’s tourism industry. 

“I am delighted to welcome 
Henry Danter and his family to 
Barry Island. 

“They have waited patiently to 
get the keys to the Pleasure Park 
and will already be working 
extremely hard to ensure that the 
show will go on in time for Easter. 

“I know that Henry can count 
on the support, goodwill and 
encouragement of all of us 
Barrians who hold Barry Island 
dear to our hearts. 

“I look forward to the 
regeneration and redevelopment 
that will take place over the next 
few years. 

“I believe that this will be the 
catalyst that will ultimately see 
further tourism development of 
Nell's Point and place Barry Island 
firmly as the ‘regional tourism 
heart’ of south Wales.” 
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Members’ work 
takes centre 
stage at Vale club 


New kit inspires school team to win! 


THE emphasis at 
Vale Photographic 
Club during March 
shifted towards 

work from 

members. 

The month started 
with a presentation by 
long term members Cled 
and Pam Lewis. Cled 
displayed his prized 
‘magic lantern’ together 
with images on the glass 
plates that it used. It was 
fascinating to review 
images of country and 
coast from more than 100 
years ago. 

Pam brought us up to 
date with images 
captured on a recent 
holiday to Myanmar, 
(previously known as 
Burma) and showed us 
her skill at capturing 
portraits of both young 
and old local residents. 

Later in the month, we 
held a practical evening 
during which we had a 


chance to practice 
photographing various 
set objects under a 
variety of difficult 
conditions. As well as 
providing a sociable 
evening, the results 


Sun Seekers 
study eclipse! 


LLANCARFAN 
Primary School’s 
‘Super Scientific 
Sun Seekers’ safely 
ventured out to 
observe the solar 
eclipse with the 
school staff. 

Sieves were gathered, 
holes made in card and 
some well-conceived 
devices were created to 
view this momentous 
event safely. 

Children also 

observed live web feeds 
and took part in an 
assembly to understand 
the spectacular 

phenomenon they had 
just witnessed! 


formed the basis of an 
exchange of ideas on 
composition and 

technique in a follow-up 
meeting a fortnight later. 

In between, we 
welcomed the return of 
Gareth Martin, this time 
as judge for the month’s 
competition. 

The traditional ‘open’ 
section, permitting 
images of any subject 
matter, was accompanied 
with a ‘set’ topic, which 
this month was 
‘dereliction’. 

The two sections 
produced a wealth of 
images for which Gareth 
offered a rounded 
appreciation of 

members’ efforts, along 
with useful suggestions 
for possible 

improvements in 

composition and 

technique. 

The winning ‘set’ print 
was taken by new 
member Anita Harris. 

For further 

information on the club, 
which is open to ages 16 
and over (16-18 year olds 
must be accompanied by 
an adult), visit our 
website at 

http://www.vale- 
photographic-club .co .uk, 
or simply turn up to a 
club evening - we meet 
every Friday from 
September to July at 
7.15pm in the 
Ystradowen Village hall. 

Whether you’re 
looking to develop your 
skills as a serious 
photographer, just 
starting out with a new 
camera, or simply 
looking to take better 
photographs of the kids, 
you’ll be most welcome. 

Gerald Harbour 


CHILDREN from St Brides Major Church in Wales happy to sponsor the kit, which was designed by the children 
Primary School are lucky enough to have a new state ^dh the school colours, crest and Welsh daffodils included in the 

of the art rugby kit. School captain Robbie Brown said: “We’re absolutely thrilled 

The proud children were delighted that local businessman with the kit, we wore it for the first time last week in a 
Ken Sievewright, managing director of KCS Transport Ltd, was tournament in St Andrews and we won all our games!” 


Village says ‘thank you to Keith 

- the man who always delivers! 


Photographs by IAN DIXON 


AFTER over 30 years providing a superb 
service to the village of Peterston-super- 
Ely, popular postman Keith Houghton 
retired earlier this year. 

The villagers showed their feelings about Keith 
by throwing a tea party in his honour at the 
community hall on Saturday, March 28. 

A packed hall sat down to sandwiches and, after 
speeches, Keith was presented with a card and gifts, 
and there was a bouquet of flowers for his wife 
Tracy! 


Keith Houghton 
and wife Tracy. 


The Vale’s community 
champions visit No 10 


Left to right: Jeff Green, Jan Parry, Rosemary Fisher, 
Paul Fisher, Jo Knapp, Alun Cairns, Peter Knapp, 
Mick Mason, Tony Bennett, Bridget Mason. 


LOCAL community 
champions from around the 
Vale of Glamorgan were given 
a tour of Downing Street last 
week with Alun Cairns. 

Councillors from Peterston Super 
Ely, Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, St 
Nicholas and Bonvilston joined Mr 
Cairns for a behind-the-scenes tour of 


Number 10 Downing Street. 

Mr Cairns said: “It was a 
wonderful opportunity to invite local 
residents who do so much for the 
community. 

“The tour of Downing Street was 
very extensive, and the guests spent a 
great deal of time exploring various 
rooms and meeting areas.” 
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Miss Wales 
finalist wins 
regional title 


BEAUTY therapist 
Amy Lewis from 
Llantrisant, who 
currently works at 
the Hair Business of 
Cowbridge, recently 
won the title of Miss 
Vale of Glamorgan 
2015 as a Miss 
Wales finalist 2015. 

The Miss Wales final 
was held at the Prince’s 
Royal Theatre in Port 
Talbot on March 7, with 
over 39 young ladies 
taking part from various 
parts of Wales. 

Leading up to the 
final, Amy and all 
finalists were able to 
raise in the region of over 
£12,000 for the Miss 
World charity, ‘Beauty 
With a Purpose’, by 
organising several 
charity events and 
completing several 
challenges which 

included ‘wedge walks’, 
local club events, and 
visiting local hospitals. 

During the week 


leading to the Miss Wales 
final, Amy and other 
finalists attended an 
empowerment day to 
develop leadership, 
confidence and personal 
development skills. 

Family and friends 
were also able to attend 
the Miss Wales charity 
ball the night before the 
final. 

On the day of the final 
the contestants were 
interviewed by a panel of 
six judges, followed by 
three appearances on the 
stage including the Welsh 
wear opener, a tempest 
fashion catwalk where 
finalists modelled the 
dresses of the headline 
sponsor, followed by a 
traditional evening wear 
parade. 

Amy feels that the 
whole experience has 
given her a great deal of 
confidence and has 
thoroughly enjoyed 
raising funds in doing so. 
She would recommend 
any young lady out there 
to apply. 


Spring fayre success 


AGE CONNECTS Cardiff and Vale, held a very 
successful spring fayre at The Senior Health 
Shop in Holton Road, Barry recently. 

There was a wide range of attractive stalls, 
including a home made cake stall, run by volunteers 
of the Ageing Well Project. 

Stitch and Bitch Class, who meet at the Senior 
Health Shop, also had a craft stall to raise funds for 
the Ageing Well Project. 

The fayre made an amazing sum of £413, which 
will be used for the benefit of the project. 


NFU GIVEN A TALK 
ON CARNIVAL GLASS 



‘Get creative’ 
over-50s urged 


THE Vale 50+ 
Strategy Forum is 
inviting everyone aged 
50+ who lives or 
works in the Vale, to 
‘Get Creative for 
spring’; to send a 
poem or short story to 
be displayed in May at 
the Barry Central 
library, to celebrate 
Gwanwyn, a month¬ 
long event to promote 
creativity in older age. 

The forum wants 
people to get inspired 
and be involved by 
writing a 1,000 word 
short story or a poem on 
any topic. 

To take part in the 


above you have to be 
aged 50+ and live in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. You 
can either send your 
poem/short story by post 
to: 

The Vale 50 + Strategy 
Forum, c/o The VOGC 
Old People’s 

Coordinator; to John 
Porter, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, 
CF63 4RU; or email 
your short story or poem 
t o 

jporter@ valeofglamorg 
an.gov.uk 

Closing date is April 
24. 


VALE NFU Ladies' 
March meeting 
turned out to be 
another successful 
evening, with Pam 
Miles giving a talk 
on her collection of 
Carnival Glass, most 
popular being the 
marigold glass, but 
beautiful colours 
had been produced 
with high values. 

In the photograph 
(above) are Mary 
Brown, chairperson 
Ann Rees and speaker 
Pam Miles. 

A vote of thanks was 
given by Janet 
Goldsworthy. 

The next meeting is 
on April 21 in Penllyn 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
All are welcome. 


Children are praised 
for backing new 
scrapstore play pod 



THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, 
visited Palmerston Primary 
School in Barry to 
congratulate the school, 
governors, teachers and pupils 
on the successful development 
of a ‘scrapstore play-pod.’ 

It uses abundant, safe, scarp 
materials from business and industry 
for creative play and is funded by Dow 


Coming with funds also raised by local 
companies such as Cabot. 

Joining in the fun with the children 
on the playground, the Vale AM 
congratulated the school for raising 
funds to support this way of engaging 
the imagination of children. 

She said it reflected the key 
principles of the Welsh Government’s 
Play Policy, which she launched when 
she was Minister for Children. 



JENNY • WREN 
RETIREMENT SALE 

50% Off All Stock 

Starts April 1st 

We would like to thank all our customers 
for their loyalty over the past 37 years. 


23 High Street, Cowbridge, CF71 7AE. Tel: 01446 774165 
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Innovative ways to support young 
people and the NHS in Wales... 


ASSEMBLY 

NOTES 



by 

Jane Hutt 

AM (Minister 


for Finance) 


W ITH a tough 
Budget for 
Wales - 

which failed to give 
the Welsh 

Government a fairer 
funding deal and did 
very little to positively 
impact on the 
economy - according 
to the Office for 
Budget Responsibility 
(OBR), the Welsh 
Government is doing 
all it can to be 
‘innovative’ in the 
way we manage our 
reducing Budget. 


It is vital that we are 
clear about our 
priorities - particularly 
to help our young people 
get the skills they need 
and to boost the NHS in 
Wales. 

In Wales, we have 
kept the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance 
(EMA) which provides a 
£30 weekly allowance to 
young people from 
lower income families to 
help them continue in 
education. 

This benefits around 
30,000 students in 
Wales - including 1,218 
young people in the Vale 
of Glamorgan - 


Cyd Cymru switchers raise 
thousands for local foodhanks 


A DONATION of £2,370.53 is 
being made to Vale Foodhanks 
as a result of the success of the 
Cyd Cymru energy switching 
scheme. 

The collective energy switching 
scheme, launched in 2013 by the Vale 
of Glamorgan and Cardiff Councils, 
saved customers an average of £185 
per household in its first year. Since its 
launch, over 5,000 people have 
registered with the scheme. 

For every satisfied customer, money 
is paid into a community fund. A total 
of £19,000 has been raised to date and 
has just been distributed among 
participating local authorities. 

The Vale received £2,370.53 and at 
a meeting on March 23, the cabinet 
agreed to donate this to the four 
foodhanks in the Vale. The money will 
be split equally between the four 


distribution centres which are; Barry 
Tennyson Road, Barry St Marys 
Church Holton Road, Dinas Powys 
and Llantwit Major. 

Coun Neil Moore, leader of the Vale 
Council, said: “The Cyd Cymru 
scheme has been a great success. At a 
time of increasing levels of fuel poverty 
it has not only enabled hundreds of 
people across Wales to drastically cut 
their energy bills but has also 
generated £19,000 for good causes in 
the local community. 

“Foodhanks help some of the most 
vulnerable people in our society. We 
had decided at the outset of the 
programme that we would donate any 
money the Vale received from the 
community fund to food banks in the 
county. I am delighted to be able to 
hand over £2,300 to help them 
continue their invaluable work. ” 


receiving an average of 
around £826 per student. 
The UK Coalition 
Government cut the 
EMA in England but the 
Welsh Government 
decided this should be a 
priority - as it helps 
young people stay in 
school or college, which 
can then help them 
progress and make a 
contribution to the 
economy - gaining the 
skills and qualifications 
they need. 

Last week, I spoke at 
a major conference at 
the Celtic Manor in 
Newport, on ‘Financing 
Welsh Infrastructure’, 
bringing together the 
public and private 
sectors to support our 
capital programme in 
new ways - to offset a 
30 per cent cut in our 
funding by the UK 
Government. 

At the event, I said 
that the Welsh 
Government’s 
investment in major 
infrastructure projects is 
driving economic 
growth, improving 
people’s skills and 
creating employment 
opportunities with our 
£1.9 billion pipeline of 
investment. 

I outlined how 
‘innovative finance’ 
including the Non-Profit 
Distributing (NPD) 
investment model, and 
new borrowing powers 
will help the Welsh 
economy, adressing 
austerity and supporting 
jobs. 


I spoke about three 
‘not for profit’ schemes 
worth £1 billion we are 
taking forward - to 
deliver a new flood risk 
programme; to triple the 
size of our housing 
finance grant, which will 
finance a social housing 
building programme 
including helping local 
authorities build houses 
again; and also to build a 
new cancer centre to 
replace the Velindre 
Hospital, which will be a 
major boost to the NHS 
in Wales. 

The NHS has 
benefited in recent 
weeks from almost 
£140m to finance new 
MRI and CT scanners to 
help speed up diagnosis 
in our hospitals - an 
investment many doctors 
have said is vital. 

It was good to hear 
last week that the 
number of GPs in Wales 
has increased by more 
than 20 per cent between 
2004 and 2014, with 137 
new GPs joining the 
profession in Wales 
since 2004. 

Professor Mark 
Drakeford, the Health 
and Social Services 
Minister, has also 
announced an additional 
£40m for primary care 
over the next year which 
focuses on improving 
health and keeping 
people out of hospital. 

These figures 
demonstrate the Welsh 
Labour Government’s 
commitment to invest in 
our NHS and in our 


NHS staff and all those 
who work in the NHS - 
they are its greatest 
asset. 

There is also a new 
package to attract 
doctors to return to 
practice after a career 
break or a period of 
working outside the UK. 

It is also great to see 
the new co-operative 
model Mark Drakeford 
has announced with 
Disability Wales, to 
enable disabled people 
who receive direct 
payments for their care 
from their own co-ops to 
own and manage the 
services they need. 

It will provide more 
than 4,000 direct 
payment recipients in 
Wales with a new way of 
managing the payments 
for their care. 

The OBR analysis 
released alongside the 
Budget, states that Welsh 
Government funding 
will continue to decline 
in real terms through to 
the end of the decade, 
with George Osborne’s 
forecasts, which have 
particularly severe cuts 
to our public services, 
pencilled in for 2016-17 
and 2017-18. 

The Welsh 

Government believes 
that more innovation 
and investment in our 
public services in Wales 
is vital so that Wales can 
support our young 
people, vulnerable 
people and the economy. 


/ 
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We offer “Bargain Booze 
Select Convenience” 
discounts across a range of 
products including: 

BEERS, LAGERS, 
WINES & SPIRITS 
CONVENIENCE FOODS 
SNACKS & SOFT DRINKS 
CHILLED FOOD 
FROZEN FOOD 
TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
TOILETRIES 
PET FOOD 

CLEANING MATERIALS 
STATIONERY 
GREETINGS CARDS 
MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS 
LOTTERY 


We also offer a friendly 
Post Office service 


Customers car park 


Tel: 01446 792218 


You can find The GEM on 
Facebook and Twitter - 

facebook.com/GlamorganGEM 
and @gem_news 



HALF PRICE 


savings plus exceptional offers on 


LEADING BRANDS 


Leekes 

You're home 


Leekes Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU I Tel: 0333 222 4120 I Online: leekes.co.uk 


ercol 

ENGLAND SINCE 1920 


Conditions apply, maximum £500 of vouchers (10% of £5000). Excludes selected partners and concessions, see in store for details. Valid 30/03/15- 12/04/15.10% back in vouchers is not available online. 
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The Food and Drink 
Festival’s new sponsors 
for spruced-up event! 


THE Cowbridge 
Food and Drink 
Festival has 

announced new 

sponsors, including 
local accountancy 
firm Macey Owen 
Limited and the 
Cardiff Marriott 
Hotel. 


Both companies have 
signed a deal to support 
this year’s Cowbridge 
Food and Drink Festival, 
which is this year taking 
place in the spring. Loyal 
sponsor HSBC will also 
continue to support the 
flourishing festival for 
another year. 

From Sunday, May 24 
to Monday, May 25, tens 


‘Recycle your Easter 
egg foil wrappers’ 


LOCAL youngsters 
preparing to enjoy 
their Easter eggs are 
being urged to 

“please recycle your 
foil” by the Vale 
Council. 

Easter recycling 
bunnies Jessica and 

Daniel, both 10 years 
old, from Gwenfo 
Church in Wales Primary 
School have been 

helping to spread the 
message to ensure that all 
Easter waste is recycled 
properly. 

Since December 2011 
clean foil can go in with 
residents’ co-mingled 
kerbside recycling, but 
the fact that it’s one of 
the newer materials to be 
added to the service can 


mean that it’s 
overlooked. 

Clifford Parish, 
operational manager for 
waste management and 
cleansing, said: 

“Children enjoy getting 
Easter eggs; I know my 
grandson Reuben does. 
We tend to buy the eggs 
that are either their 
favourites, or are on 
special offer in the shops. 

“But many eggs now 
come with less 
unnecessary packaging 
such as plastic trays, and 
if you can, please buy 
eggs with no, or as little, 
packaging as possible. 

“Once the chocolate 
has been enjoyed, please 
recycle all foil, plus any 
cardboard boxes or 
plastic.” 


of thousands of visitors 
will flock to Cowbridge 
to peruse 100 exhibitors 
from Wales and further 
afield, selling everything 
from fishcakes to 
cupcakes and fruit gins to 
fruit bouquets. 

Speaking about the 
new partnerships, 

Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival chairman, 
John Davies said: “This 
year marks a new chapter 
in the festival’s history 
and we are delighted that 
Macey Owen, the Cardiff 
Marriott Hotel and 
HSBC have chosen to 
support us at this exciting 
time. 

“The festival is a 
highlight for the area and 
their sponsorship shows 
their commitment to the 
town and community and 
the ongoing success of 
the festival.” 

Charlotte Hulley from 
Macey Owen said: “The 
festival is a key part of 
Cowbridge and has been 
for the past 11 years. 

“It’s a time when the 
whole town comes 
together to welcome 
visitors from near and far 
and join them in 
sampling the UK’s finest 
cuisine and marvelling at 
local craftsmanship. 

“We’re thrilled to be 
involved and look 
forward to the much 


anticipated weekend.” 

Gary Giddings from 
HSBC said: “It is a 
privilege to be involved 
in what is a highlight of 
the South Wales 
calendar. The HSBC 
team work really hard 
over the weekend but 
enjoy browsing the stalls 
after their shift.” 

Philip Greer from the 
Cardiff Marriott Hotel 
said: “The festival line¬ 
up looks fantastic this 
year; they’ve really 
pulled out all the stops! 
We’re really looking 
forward to being there 
and seeing where this 
relationship might go in 
the future.” 

This year, the festival 
will include a second site 
to peruse with delicious 
freshly cooked food and 
a backdrop of live music 
by local performers. 

The festival includes 
the ever-popular 

Champagne marquee 
which is this year being 
supplied by The Bear 
Hotel, with some top 
brands available and the 
usual sparkling 

atmosphere. 

Demonstrations by 
some of Wales’ best- 
known chefs including 
acclaimed chef James 
Sommerin and festival 
favourite Anand George 
will take place 


throughout the Bank 
Holiday weekend’s 
festivities. These remain 
free for ticket holders. 

Young foodies are 
well catered for with 
plenty of planned arts, 
crafts, workshops and 
exhibitions plus a 
treasure hunt throughout 
the town. 

Sponsorship deals at 
all levels are still 
available for this year’s 
festival. 

To find out how you 
can support the show, 
contact Festival 

Manager Polly Wilson on 
07875 290428, email 
info@cowbridgefoodand 
drink.org. 

Full details and the 
complete line-up can be 
found on the website 
www.cowbridgefoodand 
drink.org. 

Tickets for the 
festival - which cost £5 
per day or £8 for the 
weekend - can be 
purchased online for the 
first time with a 10 per 
cent discount on all pre¬ 
sale tickets. 

Children 12 years and 
under admitted free. 

Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival takes 
place on May 24-25. 


WRU CHIEF TO 
TAKE ON AIRPORT 
CHALLENGE 


THE group chief executive of 
the Welsh Rugby Union, 
Roger Lewis, is the new 
chairman of Cardiff Airport. 

He is leaving his post in October 
after the Rugby World Cup and will 
replace Lord Rowe-Beddoe. 

Mr Lewis has been credited with 
transforming the finances of the 
WRU and there are high hopes that 
he can now bring his business 
acumen to bear in what he has 
described as “an exciting new 
challenge” at Rhoose. 

Transport Minister Edwina Hart 
AM was quoted as saying that he 
was “the right person to steer our 
future ambitions” at the airport, 


which the Welsh Government 
bought in 2013. 

Welsh Conservative Leader in the 
Senedd, Andrew RT Davies AM, 
commented: “Roger Lewis brings 
with him a wealth of experience, 
which will certainly be needed with 
the challenges that await him. 

“The Welsh Government has now 
spent upwards of £80 million on the 
airport and it’s about time we saw 
that money delivering net gain for 
the taxpayer. 

“The key to his success in the role 
will be to attract viable and 
attractive routes and, I would hope, 
to deliver the airport back into 
private ownership in the long run”. 


‘On-line slimming 
pill made me ill 5 


A young woman has 
contacted The GEM 
to warn people of 
the dangers of 
buying slimming 
pills on-line. 

Emily Thomas (18) 
who lives in Cardiff, but 
is originally from Barry, 
said that when her order 
for slimming pills arrived 
it made her ill. 

“I saw an advert 
publicising them on 
Facebook and saying 
they were used by 
celebrities. 

“A parcel came after 
two days. There was no 


receipt and I’d had no 
email confirmation 
which was a bit weird.” 

When Emily took one 
of the pills, she 
experienced an adverse 
reaction. 

“It made me ill. I was 
at my nan’s house and 
had to stay in bed for the 
day. 

“Later, I discovered a 
further amount had gone 
out of my account, and 
that there had been two 
other attempts to take 
money.” 

When she went down 
to the bank, she was told 
that another woman had 
been upset to find around 


£90 debited by the same 
company. 

She believes there is 
nothing she can do to get 
her money back, and was 
told the terms and 
conditions were stated on 
the company’s website. 
Emily has had to put the 
episode down to 
experience. 

“I want to warn other 
women. If something 
seems too good to be 
true, it probably is.” 

The best advice for 
those wanting to lose 
weight is to seek deal 
with their GP or 
pharmacist. 


Difficulty Hearing? «#«••• S' ft 
Call us today for an informal chat 


0 Established in Penarth for over 14 years 
0 Widex Centre of Excellence 
0 Independent advice 
0 The latest hearing aid technology 


Scott Wroe 

hran^Ctolrt J 




The Team (from left to right) Scott Wroe • Laura Wroe • Tonya Sutton 
Sue Sharp • Susan Wroe • Alison Roberts 

Book your appointment 02920 707760 


0 5 Star Centre for Phonak 
0 Comprehensive aftercare plan 
0 30day free trial 
0 Home visit service available 


Scott Wroe Hearing 

Station Approach, Penarth CF64 3EE. 
(Free Parking opposite the centre) 
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FLEXIBLE PAYMENTS ✓ 10 YEAR GUARANTEE ✓ SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST ✓ FIVE STAR CUSTOMER FEEDBACK 
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This week only - DON'T MISS OUT 


AMAZING SAVINGS ON ALL WINDOWS. DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 


O / ' nterest f ree 

\j /bfinance 

.OR CHOOSE. 

Buy Now & Pay Nothing 
until 2016 ! 


ALL SHOWROOMS OPEN OVER THE EASTER WEEKEND EXCEPT EASTER SUNDAY 



DON'T MISS OUT ON THESE 
AMAZING EASTER OFFERS 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL TODAY: 

0800 322 322 

OR VISIT 

# £ e ? ; oi <>• www.g2swales.co.uk 

Visit our showroom: Jnlt 1. Yort Park, Chepstow Rd, Brdgend Ind Estate 6'idoeod CF31 3TB Open 6 days a week 


cLtANLY oerrert on 

PRICE AND QUALITY 
MLOfVOMr** 

G2S WALES 


|0 WINDOWS 0 DOORS 0 CONSERVATORIES 0 NO DEPOSITS 00% FINANCE AVAILABL 
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* give your kitchen a * 
magical transformation 

* * ...with replacement * 4 

* kitchen doors & worktops... * 

Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a day • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new * 

OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

NO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 
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GENTS 
WEDDING 
SUIT HIRE 


• Personal service guaranteed 

• All sizes available 

• Superb choice of styles and colours 

New range of 2015 wedding rings 
now available. 

Bespoke personal design service for your 
engagement and wedding rings. 


King Square, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 8HB 

Tel. 01446 746871 


A member of the National Association of Goldsmiths 


You can find The GEM on Face book 
and Twitter -find us atfacebook.com/ 
GlamorganGEM and follow us @gem_news 


BUS SERVICE 
EXTENDED 
TO HOSPITAL 


THE 303/304 bus 
service operated by 
New Adventure 
Travel will be 
extended to include 
University Hospital 
Llandough and the 
Cardiff Bay sports 
village from 
Monday, April 20. 

Following talks 
between the Vale 
Council, Cardiff and 
Vale University Health 
Board, and New 
Adventure Travel Ltd, 
an agreement was 
reached to improve bus 
links to and from the 
hospital, the council has 
announced. 

The service will 
initially serve temporary 
locations next to the 
multi-storey car park and 
the children’s unit, and 
at the existing bus stop 
at the eastern end of the 
hospital, before suitable 
bus stop facilities are 
installed at various 
locations around the 
hospital’s internal ring 
road. 

Following the planned 
expansion of the hospital 
later this year, New 
Adventure Travel has 
agreed to run its 
commercial Monday to 
Saturday daytime 
journeys via University 
Hospital Llandough. 

This is in addition to 
the bus service that the 
council already 
financially supports 
which serves the hospital 


on Monday to Saturday 
evenings and all day on 
Sundays and bank 
holiday Mondays. 

The route is also 
changing to serve the 
Cardiff Bay Sports 
Village on all Monday to 
Saturday journeys, and 
will also introduce an 
additional morning 
journey from Llantwit 
Major to Cardiff, 
Monday to Saturday. 

Vale councillor Lis 
Burnett, cabinet member 
for regeneration, said: 
“Both the actions of the 
hospital and service 
provider that have 
enabled these service 
changes are very much 
welcomed. 

“I am sure that the 
improved links will 
make life a lot easier for 
many to get to and from 
Llandough Hospital, as 
well as the popular 
Cardiff Bay Sports 
Village and would 
encourage people to use 
this excellent facility.” 

Peter Welsh, Board 
Secretary for Cardiff and 
Vale University Health 
Board stated: “After 
many years of not being 
able to do this, we are 
delighted to see the bus 
services re-entering fully 
the hospital grounds. 

“This improvement is 
part of a series of 
changes at the hospital 
designed to improve the 
range of services and 
facilities for our patients, 
visitors and staff.” 


Vale staff’s £1,000 
cheque for charity 
honours paramedic 


THE Vale CounciVs building 
control team has raised £1,000 
for the Marie Curie Centre, 
Penarth, in memory of their 
friend and local paramedic, 
Adrian Cook, who sadly passed 
away in February. 

The team, along with staff from the 
Council’s Planning Department and 
Nina Estate Agents, sold raffle tickets 
and collected donations at the annual 


Building Excellence Awards at the Vale 
Golf Club on 30 January. Around £900 
was raised on the night between the 90 
guests, with the remaining £100 
donated by Nina herself. 

Last week, the team visited the 
charity’s hospice in Penarth to present 
the cheque for £1,000. 

Leader of the Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: “I am very proud of the 
staff, and pleased they have given their 
time and effort to a very worthy 
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Amy will go on 
six-day trek in 
mum’s memory 


A Cardiff and Vale 
University Health 
Board radiographer 
is taking on a six- 
day trek - to raise 
money for a hospice 
that provided 
“amazing care” to 
her mum. 

Amy Voisey, who has 
worked at University 
Hospital Llandough for 
10 years, sadly lost her 
mum to peritoneal cancer 
in March 2006. Amy has 
signed up to take part in a 
six-day trek in Costa 
Rica during April 2016 to 
raise funds for Marie 
Curie, the Cardiff and 
Vale hospice in Penarth. 

Amy said: “It is such 
an amazing charity and 
all the staff are fantastic. 
They not only look after 
and support the patient 
but also the family and 
friends. 

“They were able to 
keep my mum as 
comfortable as possible 
and let her make her own 
decisions on how and 
where she wanted to live 
out her final days. 

“I just want to give 
back as much as possible 
to Marie Curie, so that 
other people are able to 
get the same level of care 
and support. I would 
love to raise as much 
money as possible for the 



Amy on her five-day cycle ride 
from Vietnam to Cambodia. 
charity to say thank you. to around 600 in-patients, 
“I have previously 870 out-patients and 
taken part in a five-day 2,000 day care attendees 
cycle challenge from at a cost of £3.9 million. 
Vietnam to Cambodia “This would not have 
where I covered over 200 been possible without the 
miles to raise money. I support of trekkers like 
fully embrace these Amy, who go the extra 
challenges as the charity mile to help fund our 
is very close to my heart, work supporting people 
“The trek will be very living with a terminal 
tough, even harder than illness, and their 
the cycle challenge. All families, here at the 
money raised will go hospice.” 
directly to the charity, To sponsor Amy, visit 
I’m hoping to raise her Just Giving page 
£3,300.” www.just giving .com)Amy 

Karen Jones, -Voisey2014. 

community fundraiser If you’re interested in 
for Marie Curie based at taking part in the Costa 
the charity’s Cardiff and Rica Trek for the hospice, 
Vale Hospice, said: contact Karen Jones on 
“Last year, our doctors, 02920 426028, or email 
nurses and carers Karen.jones@mariecurie 
provided specialist care .org.uk. 


LOCAL COLLEGE STUDENTS 
TASTE WORLDSKILLS SUCCESS 


STUDENTS from 
Cardiff and Vale 
College have been 
celebrating success 
in the Welsh heats 
of the WorldSkills 
Competition hosted 
by the college. 

Skills Competition 
Wales feeds into the 
WorldSkills UK rounds, 
with winners going on to 
compete in the Skills UK 
finals later this year. The 
college hosted the Welsh 
finals for the Advanced 
Microsoft IT Technician 
and Advanced Beauty 
Therapy rounds. 

CAVC saw Level 3 
beauty therapy students 
take all three prizes in 
advanced beauty therapy. 
Alex McWhirter won the 
gold medal, while Aukse 
Antanaityte won silver 
and Chloe Isgrove 
bronze. It is the first time 
any of them have entered 
the competition. 

Alex said: “I was very 
surprised but very happy 
to win the gold. The 
competition was very 
nerve-wracking but, once 
we got into it, it was all 
right.” 

Aukse added: “I didn’t 
expect to win anything so 
it was a nice surprise for 
me. I enjoyed the 
competition - I’ve never 
done anything like it 
before but I found it very 
useful for my course and 
it was a good 
experience.” 

Chloe said: “It was a 


real shock as I didn’t 
expect to do so well. It 
was the first time for all 
of us so we didn’t know 
what to expect and all the 
students from other 
colleges looked really 
good!” 

The students will now 
qualify for the next round 
of WorldSkills UK. “I’m 
really looking forward to 
it now that I know what 
sort of thing we will be 
asked to do,” Alex said. 

Meanwhile, Level 3 IT 
student James Holloway 
won bronze in the 
Advanced Microsoft IT 
Technician competition, 
which was also hosted by 
CAVC. 

“It was such a shock - 
I really wasn’t expecting 
to win bronze,” James 
said. “I never win 
anything! I will be going 
to the UK Skills Show 
now and I’m looking 
forward to it. 

“I thought the 
competition was really 
good fun and I enjoyed 
every second of it. I’m 
really glad I signed up to 
it now.” 


EASTER 
EGG HUNT 

THE Llantwit Major 
Surf Lifesaving club is 
holding its annual 
Easter egg hunt at 
Llantwit Major beach at 
12 noon on Easter 
Monday, April 6; £1 
entry; refreshments 
from 11am. 



STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't replace thi» ju%t thn 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latent energy saving gU \\f 
5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


C 2 


iAR 


make saving money perfectly dear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.clotKfy2clear.com 


bespoke affordable luxury 




www.valeorangeries.co.uk 


Beautiful, tailor made extensions 
built to your specification 

Orangeries 
Glazed Extensions 
Garden Rooms 


VALE ORANGERIES 

bespoke affordable luxury 
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PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

IvuirpvndvMl 
lii»rfrov*r %p»t lall«l 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can collect vehicle if required. • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mot’s • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 


Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 


SEREN IS LIVELY AND CHEEKY! 


The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dogs Trust to find suitable homes for inmates 
_ at the Bridgend rehoming centre. _ 


SEREN is a lively and 
cheeky four-year-old 
crossbreed. She is very 
inquisitive and has a 
mischievous nature. 

Seren needs a home where 
owners who are confident and 
have experience of strong- 
minded dogs and can give her 
the training she needs in a 
positive manner. 

Unfortunately, Seren doesn’t 
socialise with other dogs, so she 


will need to be the only dog in 
the home. She will also need an 
adult-only home. 

She will require active 
owners who have time to help 
her settle in. Multiple visits to 
the centre are required to get to 
know her and work alongside 
our trainers. 

Seren will make a fab 
companion and will keep you 
busy! LINDA FEAG AN 

Supporter Relations Officer, 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 


HD Computer Solutions 


— " 


Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Call 01446 333330 


Thinking of upgrading? We can help! Call us for advice. 
Fast, reliable local service covering Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 


BIKE CLUB 
IS BACK! 

THE Vale Council-led 
Barry Communities 
First is bringing back 
its popular Bike Club 
each Tuesday from 
April 14, at 430pm - 
6pm in Iolo Park, 
Treharne Road. 

It is run by trained 
volunteers to help 
children and young 
people learn how to ride 
a bike safely on roads. 

Bikes and helmets are 
provided to those who 
need them, and there are 
also free refreshments. 
Children aged 8 or under 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

The club is open to 
Barry Communities 
First residents, 

including parts of 
Buttrills, Castleland, 
Cadoc, Court and 
Gibbonsdown. For 
more information 
contact 01446 709432 
or visit 

www.BarryCommunities 
First.org. 


Local professor attends a 
special anniversary event 
honouring Churchill Trust 


PROF Allan 

Williams, of the 
University of Wales 
Trinity St David at 
Swansea University, 
attended a reception 
at Buckingham 
Palace, hosted by 
the Queen on 
March 18. 

The Queen, who is 
patron of The Winston 
Churchill Memorial 
Trust, hosted the event to 
mark its 50th anniversary 
as Sir Winston’s living 
legacy. 

Prof Williams and Dr 
Kathy Seddon FRSA, 
chair of the Welsh 
Association of Churchill 
Fellows,were among the 
group of Welsh Fellows 
introduced to the Queen 
and the Duke of 
Edinburgh at the 
reception. 

Since 1965, over 
5,000 British citizens 
have been awarded 
Churchill Fellowships, 
from over 100,000 
applicants, to travel 
overseas to study areas of 
topical and personal 
interest. 

The knowledge and 
innovative ideas they 
bring back are shared, for 
the benefit of their 
profession, their 

community, and, in many 
cases, the nation. 

Prof Williams is a key 
member of the Coastal 


Professor Allan Williams 
meets The Queen. 




and Marine Group, 
which monitors proposed 
developments along the 
coast, including the 
Swansea Tidal Lagoon 
plan. 

He went on his 
Fellowship in 1992 to 
Australia and New 
Zealand for two months 
to investigate marine and 
coastal conservation 
issues. 

Over the course of his 
academic career, Prof 
Williams has written 
more than 300 papers on 
this wide-ranging issue. 

Last year, he and Prof 
Enzo Pranzini of 
Florence University co¬ 
wrote what is on its way 
to being the definitive 
academic book on the 
subject, entitled Coastal 
Erosion and Protection 


Dr Kathy Seddon and Professor Williams. 

in Europe. Fellows from the Mediterranean’ This 
every decade since 1965 allowed schools across 
represented the Trust at Europe to monitor 
the reception, and 12 butterflies as an 
were from Wales. indicators of climate 

Dr Seddon used her change. The project ran 
Churchill Fellowship to for six years and was 
set up an international funded by the EU. 
project called ‘Arctic to 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


Servicing 
from £80 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

^WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 

Please take advantage 

of our Free Survey ... _ — _ .. 

AGA& 
RAYBURN 

Installation, 
Service 
and 

Breakdown 


Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 

available 

(Flo Gas 


Stockist) 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

For stores and gas phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 8491254 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 




OPEN: 

8am 
’til 5pm 


39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 
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DOYENNE OF THE GEM RETIRES AFTER 30 YEARS! 



Pictures 

by Mike 
Wilcock. 



GEM colleagues turned out in force at the Duke of Wellington, Cowbridge, on Friday 
evening to bid an emotional farewell to the newspaper’s longest-serving employee, 
Accounts Manager, Margaret Vanderwarker, who is putting away her pocket 
calculator this week after 30 years’ service. 

Editor Don John said: “There were smiles (and also a few tears in the eyes) as the very 
popular department manager heard warm tributes paid to someone whose quiet, reassuring 
presence behind the scenes has been taken for granted and who will be sadly missed by us all,” 
GEM General Manager, Caroline Attya, told her: “It just will not be the same here without 
you. You have been a tower of strength to me personally and to all the staff for so many years. I 
cannot thank you enough, Margaret, and we all wish you good health and happiness in your 
retirement from the bottom of our hearts.” 

Margaret said: “I have enjoyed my time at The GEM so much and made so many friends. 

The staff at the newspaper have always been more than colleagues. What makes The GEM so 
special is that we are a true team. Caroline has been a great friend and not just a manager to 
me. 

“I feel it is the right time to retire and spend time with my family, particularly my grandson, 
Jacques.” 

There were some surprises on the night, too - The GEM’s very own ‘Three Degrees’, Jan, 

Sue and Wendy, sang ‘When will I see you again?’, the newspaper's fdm critic Gareth Jamieson 
performed old favourites such as ‘I Saw Her Standing There’. Carolyn baked a truly 
spectacular cake, replete with five pound notes, and Wendy presented Margaret with a bouquet 
offlowers. 

Margaret said: “I want to thank everyone who made it such an unforgettable evening.” 

The GEM has set one stipulation on Margaret's retirement - that she pops back in to see us 
when she has a free moment! 


( ta ruu ut > 

f / Part of the Whitchurch Wit 


of the Whitchurch Windows Group Est 1991 


/*>***+* 



the wy iMpokt end Pooorii 


rtw a\n hi uikp ibaomr 
It tttlr r4 i«r cmvnn i 
fcnfcrt nuts vriJ 
aliooml fur thtt u tftmiM. 
IncWiiJ iK«r d ia*Nt. 


Cardiff Orangrrict b m 
nut rrawpiny aii om 21 
tttlh a* tfectfrioaaJ 


“The orangery is well designed 
and very well insulated. We now 
have all our meals in the orangery 
and are loving the new space. 

So - many thanks to Cardiff 
Orangeries for a job well done!’ 


Specializing 
in icimlfu 
aluminium 
guttering 


ftmffjr 
*xf«rirnLV 


WHITCHURCH 

WINDOWS liMfTfD 


Coil 


Forest Products 

BUY DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER 



Fencing panels 

6*3 rjrgc tf tendng pj es 
and rr, clue 

toad ard d>:c« at) vt, 
posts tang* Gneat pnon on 
p at mx ooa Coow ird 
tcoour roe* noctoO vwdL 


Gates 

Top quaey horxkwod and Kfaftood 
gate*. frc<Ti ityith gate Cl> 

larger dft#r»ay or privacy Kary 

<y tftt mit produce Hit CuCtfiffl 

made to fn jpeefx opptcattxs bt* 
hay arv al toil *Hft lha Mr 
Jorte and id octal 




Decking, fixings andt t 
accessories 

4dd to voi/ cdCdbor iMng kouc **tt) 
o«r top tartly -ntMxd dock coanK 
pttkrt a d nlUi 'CpcidC. 

art by a M range 

cl handrafc, iprdte and rwoMl patlw 


Equestrian and stock fencing 

Sm j&t pose ard raJ taxing a*d a *Oe 
range <f 5tnr»g stf* w Cf mit feno«g 
PaObk mm and traaNd In H4 

SD di: for larger He. Ht k|)pV ftndno 
vrre and rrcng\ getn mC am jjnp 
pote ta al yOt.f rodi 

































16 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/2lamormnsem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday April 2nd, 2015 




Savers 




)rn £29 


Rib Bank Holiday only 
DDUilLZ DUMDUM 


Prices reduced AGAIN 
off selected floor Models 

Amazing Savings... 


n • Strcsslcss • Mvers • Durcsta 


Parker knoll • Lazboy • Relyon • tkornes 
Morris • And many more... 


VERYTHING 


visit us at 


trom £499 


www.georgestreet.cp.uk 


Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 

NEWPORT 0 1633 214241 

It XCmcp Kl*2l* Jl!\ ||«.| eg Cmetff Wr^l A. «• *4il 

Mat'!!**. IM Rilfo • Vj «« • <u« I in) S Mf«i 


CARDIFF 029 20 492727 

174 IUmI C***CTC1«A£ I Hoi t.tfc. 

Mm t)4i ItitOi kfep.WUi ^.w.i • t «, • 



































Thursday April 2nd, 2015 


www.facebook.com/glamorgangem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 


Celebrating Penarth’s 150th birthday... 

the arrival of the excavators! by Brian Keitch 


W ITH the arrival of the railway 
came the excavationists, many of 
Irish descent - their mission to 
dig one great big hole by the sea which 
was to become Penarth Dock. 

Along with them came terraced houses, public 
houses and hotels. The natives of Penarth and 
adjoining parishes probably didn’t know what had 
hit them! 

The first task was to dump a mile-long 
embankment across the River Ely floodplain (plus a 
bridge over said waterway) to gain access to the site 
of the planned dock. 

Isambard Kingdom Brunei, no less, had planned a 
dock here in 1836 ‘back to front’ with the shipping 
access from the north via the River Ely - not as was 
subsequently built - with the locks direct out to sea 
(though Brunei had envisaged such a development). 

Brunei’s plan shows a ‘ruin’ on Llandough beach. 
This was the abandoned Ffarm Cogan Pill Isaf - 
ideally situated next to the pill and fishing activities. 

The same farm is shown on the Hurst Estate map. 
It has been suggested that it might also have had a 
small boatyard. A hint of the days of smuggling and 
piracy? Could this have been the residence of John 
ap John of smuggling fame? 

Work on the new dock started in earnest in August 
1860. The contract went to Messrs Smith and 
Knight. Apart from the railway to Grangetown and 
on to Radyr (both lines still operate passenger and 
goods traffic to this day) stone was needed for the 
masonry in the construction of the new dock - and a 
lot of it - and it came by rail from a quarry in Radyr. 

Initially, it appears work on the dock was 
painfully slow. However, getting the staff to 
undertake the work was scarcely a problem. People 
from Ireland (following the potato famine) had 
arrived in numbers ( as well as many from across the 
Severn Sea from Gloucestershire, Somerset and 
Devon) seeking mainly labouring work. 

In the 1841 Census, no mention is made of local 
people originating from the Emerald Isle. In 1851, 
the Irish were second only to the Welsh in the 
Penarth district (including Leckwith, Llandough, 
Cogan and Lavemock) - but this is probably 
insignificant as the population was still relatively 
small (466 inhabitants). 


With the construction of the Ely Tidal Harbour 
and then Penarth Docks in quick succession, the 
local population surged to about 2,000, with 183 
from Ireland (and no doubt many others living in 
Cardiff commuted to the works in Penarth - 
travelling either by ferry boat or by ‘hitching’ lifts on 
freight trains delivering stone in the construction of 
the docks - hence a number of fatalities involving 
men falling between moving wagons to and from 
work). 

Indeed, a whole new Irish community was 
established in Cardiff called ‘Newtown’ around 
Tyndall Street, complete with a Roman Catholic 
church. Family surnames - Driscoll, O’Brien, 
Callaghan, Murphy, O’Leary etc, abound. 

On the Census returns, the occupation of most 
(masons, labourers and - more to the point - 
excavators) were concerned with the construction of 
the docks, the excavators had arrived in numbers. 

To accommodate them, terraced houses quickly 
sprang up around the dock site. To put things into 
context - in 1841 there were no named streets in the 
district to speak of-just farms, agricultural cottages 
and the like. 

The same was the case ten years later but the 
Census of 1861 reveals seven terraced streets - still 
in situ today, viz: Ludlow Street, Salop Street, Glebe 
Street, John Street, Maughan Street (now Queen’s 
Road), Windsor Place and down in Cogan, Pill 
Street. 

That may not sound much, but large families (four 
or more children) were fairly commonplace at the 
time, in addition, many houses had lodgers in to 
make up the weekly income with sometimes two or 
more families squeezed into a terraced property! 
Penarth was fortunate to have an effective sewage 
system in place - though infant mortality remained 
high. 

Local farms carried on much as they had done for 
generations - no doubt benefiting from supplying 
the new town in its infancy with essential foodstuffs: 
bread, milk, vegetables, meat etc. Some farmers in 
fact increased their holdings quite considerably - 
Comerswell Farm had in 1871 some 200 acres 
(chiefly dairy); Cogan Hall Farm could boast some 
400 acres; Coston Isaf 150 acres; Llandough Farm 
160 acres; Ty Mawr 110 acres, and on a more modest 
scale Ivy Cottage with 45 acres (but in 1871 even 


this had expanded to 150 acres). The smallest seems 
to have been Rogersmoor, with just 22 acres under 
husbandry. Game was also on the agenda - 
Llandough had its own pheasantry (John Mawson of 
Toll Gate House was the gamekeeper) and Coed yr 
Hebog (falconwood translated into English) on 
Comerswell Farm suggests another variant. 

George Lewis of Llandough was employed as the 
local mole-catcher - not for supper, one hopes! 

With the navvies came the pubs and ‘hotels,’ 
sometimes bearing the surnames of the local gentry 
who had a financial interest in them, viz, Windsor 
Hotel, Plymouth Hotel and Clive Arms. Other 
‘locals’ go back to village life pre-docks such as the 
Merrie Harrier, Llandough (known locally as ‘The 
Dog’ - after the harrier dog - not the feathered 
variety) - subsequently rebuilt on its present site 
after a fire), the Dinas Powys trio Cross Keys, Three 
Horse Shoes and Star and the long closed Cardiff 
Arms in Leckwith (though the building survives). 

Lavernock records suggest that the Pop Inn stood 
in the parish - but where?! Back then many rural 
public houses and inns brewed their own ale - often 
called home brew - so did the farmers! There was a 


‘Brewers’ Cottage’ attached to the original Merrie 
Harrier. 

Meanwhile, back at the dock construction site, the 
1861 Census enumerates some 143 excavators - 
though this was increased a couple of years later to 
speed up the works. The same Census numbers 139 
non-agricultural labourers, 44 stonemasons, 36 
carpenters, 12 blacksmiths (there were dozens of 
horses providing the equine muscle on site) and 
some 13 locomotive drivers providing the iron horse 
effort. 

After a day’s slog on site, no doubt the excavators 
wanted to slake their thirst and get their hands on 
some grub. Sailors from the world over were still a 
couple of years away - so no competition there. A 
stiff climb up the hill and then Glebe Street - 
Penarth’s new town shopping centre - almost every 
property was a shop of some description. 

Unlike today, there wasn’t a tea or coffee shop in 
sight, and Windsor Road, what there was of it, was 
largely residential. 

NEXT: Glebe Street, early 1860s - the ‘shopping 
centre’ of Penarth new town - a trip around the 
stores and maybe a pint or two... 



Excavators at Radyr quarry. 
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p. In Business Update 


The Vale’s oldest law 
firm merges with 
Glamorgan Law LLP 



Richard Beech (on left) 
with Anthony Taylor. 
LAMORGAN 
LAW 

announced its 
merger with the 
Cowbridge practice of 
J Anthony Taylor on 
April 1. 

Anthony Taylor, who 
has headed the 
Cowbridge office of 
Gaskell Walker in the 
High Street for many 
years, and now joins 
Glamorgan Law as a 
consultant, commented: 
“When my Bridgend- 
based former colleagues 
in Gaskell Walker 
decided to merge with 
another firm, I was 
delighted to have the 
opportunity to join 
forces with Glamorgan 
Law in Cowbridge. 

“Glamorgan Law 
have built a formidable 
reputation, particularly 
since the merger with 
Larby Williams in 2011 
and are, in my opinion, 
now the leading firm in 
Cowbridge and the Vale. 

“This merger is 
excellent news for all 
my clients. Not only will 
they continue to receive 
the same quality of 
service they have come 
to expect, but the merger 
will open up a new 
range of specialism and 
depth of expertise to 
them.” 

Richard Beech, the 
partner in charge of 
Glamorgan Law’s 


Cowbridge office, said: 
“I am extremely pleased 
that Anthony and his 
team have decided to 
join us. He has an 
excellent reputation for 
the quality of his advice 
and for looking after his 
clients’ interest. 

“This merger will add 
to our already 
considerable expertise in 
areas such as agricultural 
law, trusts, wills, tax, 
probate, property and 
business law.” 

Anthony Taylor and 
his father and 
grandfather before him 
have met the legal needs 
of private clients, 
businesses and 
landowners in 
Cowbridge and the Vale 


for over 100 years, 
building a loyal client 
following. Peter Davies, 
senior partner of 
Glamorgan Law, 
commented: “Anthony’s 
practice has a long and 
impressive history and 
an excellent reputation. 
The merger is great 
news for our Cowbridge 
office, for the existing 
clients of both firms, and 
for all those needing 
legal services in 
Cowbridge and the Vale. 

“Anthony and his 
colleagues share our 
values and aims. I am 
confident that his team 
will blend brilliantly 
with ours and that the 
merger will be a great 
success.” 



‘WALK OF WITNESS’ 


HUNDREDS of people are 
expected to join the two-mile 
“walk of witness” through the 
streets of Barry on Good 
Friday (April 3) to mark 
Christ’s journey to the cross. 

They will follow a 10 foot wooden 
cross and stop at five points of prayer 
and hear readings from the Bible about 
Christ’s crucifixion. 

The walk, which is in its fourth year, 
is organised by the Churches of Barry, 
made up of 11 of the town’s churches 
of various denominations. The first 
walk was led by the Archbishop of 
Wales. 

Organiser Father Robert Parrish, 
Rector of Merthyr Dyfan parish, said 
everyone was invited along to all or 
part of the walk. It will begin at Parade 
Gardens at noon and end with a service 
in King’s Square which will start at 
about 1.30pm. 

There will be four stops along the 
way - at the railway station, outside the 
One Stop store in Broad Street, the 
forecourt of AG Adams funeral home 
and King’s Square. 

“The idea behind this walk is to take 
church out to the people - because we 
are walking through the streets, people 
will come up to us to watch, listen and 
join in. It is very successful in getting 
the Christian message out onto the 
streets in a visible way,” said Father 
Parrish. 

The first ‘station of the cross’ will be 
at Parade Gardens and will be led by 
Canon Pat O’Gorman of St Helen’s 


Roman Catholic Church, who will give 
an address. 

The cross, made by students at 
Barry College, will then be carried up 
Ship Hill to the second station - 
outside Barry Railway Station, where 
the Rev Mike Holmes of Coastlands 
Family Church will deliver a short 
sermon. 

The walk will continue along Broad 
Street, up Priory Hill to the third 
station which is at the One Stop Store 
in Broad Street, where the Rev Kevin 
Lake of All Saints will give an address. 

Those taking part will then process 
along Broad Street to AG Adams 
funeral home for the fourth station, 
where the Rev Carole Challis, a 
Superintendent Methodist minister, 
will lead proceedings. Members of the 
relevant congregations will also give 
prayers and readings at the various 
stations. 

The cross will then be taken up 
again along Holton Road through the 
shopping area to King’s Square for the 
final station - which will be overseen 
by the Rev Clive Jones of Salem 
Baptist Church. 

The Salvation Army Band will play 
and hot cross buns will be given out to 
passers by with a Christian message on 
the serviettes; 33 red balloons will be 
released, which signify Jesus’ age. 

After the service at King’s Square 
ends, everyone is invited to go to 
Tabernacle Welsh Congregational 
church, in King’s Square, for tea and 
hot cross buns. AY 


CASUAL OR 
SPECIAL... 

Samantha B 
has it all! 


Looking to advertise in over 43,000 
newspapers AND online? Then email 
us at gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
or call us on 01446 774484 


S AMANTHA B 
has plenty to 
offer this 
Easter - whether 
you’re looking for 
casual, or something 
more special! 

Coordinated separates 
are our speciality, 
including beautiful tops 
from Olsen, Poppy, 
Emreco and Bianca. 

We have a fantastic 
collection of crops and 
7 /g to team with them, 
perfect if you’re 
planning your holiday. 

We have a lovely 
range of formal wear 


you’re looking for a 
wedding outfit, call in 
and see what we have, 
we also have ladies who 
make bespoke fascinates 
and jewellery to 
complete your outfit! 

Easter opening times: 
Good Friday 10am-5pm, 
Saturday 10am-5pm; 
Easter Monday closed. 

Tell us where you 
heard about us and 
receive 10 per cent off at 
4 Wick Road, Ewenny 
(tel 01656 658388). 

We have two fashion 
shows in April. Call for 
if details! 


Futures Vertex 
tile effect roof 

system... creating a 
room for all seasons 

A 



Samantha 


> adies Fashions 
Accessories 


New stock nowin! 


CONSERVATORY is a 
beautiful way to enhance your 
home and your lifestyle - a 
room that connects the inside and 
outside and lets you enjoy the glories 
of your garden all year round. 

But have you 
considered how you will 
keep your conservatory 
warm in winter and cool 
in summer? 

A traditional 
polycarbonate 
conservatory roof can 
mean the beautiful new 
addition to your home is 
too cold in winter and 
too hot in summer. 

While heating and 
blinds can help solve 
these problems, these 
can be costly and 
disruptive to install. 

Futures Vertex Roof 
System is the solution, 
giving you all the 
benefits with none of the 
downsides. It will truly 
transform your 
conservatory, while 
adding that seamless 
addition to your home. 

We get a lot of calls 
from people asking what 
makes this roof so much 
better? 

The answer is, it’s 
crafted from the vertex 
roof system, offering an 


Olsen • Adini • Marble 
Emrico • Poppy 


Call in and see 
for yourself! 


RECEIVE 
10% OFF 

WITH THIS ADVERT 


OPEN MON-SAT 10AM-5PM 


Ewenny,CF35 5BL 
Tel 01656 658388 


impressive u value of 
1.55 - better than 
traditional glass or 
polycarbonate, and also 
comes in a range of 
colours to match your 
existing house tiles. 

All work is project 
managed from start to 
the finish and is done to 
the highest standard of 
workmanship. All our 
staff are fully trained 
and qualified in their 
own field of expertise, 
and carry the minimum 
technical competency 
qualification required by 
building standards and 
regulations. 

All our products hold 
the CE mark to comply 
with legislation and 
come with our 10-year 
insurance backed 
guarantee. 

For a free information 
pack, or to visit our 
showroom, contact one 
of our friendly team free 
on 0800 032 0921; 
01446 733455; or 
www.futureidealhomes 
ltd.com. 


MB Pro Jetters 

Commercial & Domestic 

Patios, Drives, Gutters, Roofs, 
Walls, Conservatories etc. 

You name it, we'll jet it! 

Tel: 07772 277101 
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Future Ideal Homes Ltd 

PVC-U Windows • Dooo* Comervaans 


Futures Vertex Tile Effect 
Roof System! 

Creating a room for all seasons 


Future Ideal Homes Ltd is a 
trusted supplier and installer of: 

0 PVC-U Windows 

0 PVC-U Doors, Bi-folding, 
Patio and Newwave 

0 Conservatories 

0 Orangeries 

0 Vertex Tile Effect Roof 

0 Build and Conversions 

0 Composite doors 

0 Fascia and guttering 

0 Triple glazed products 


www.futureidealhomesltd.com 


0800 032 0921 - 01446 7334SS 


We are a company you can rely on, with 
our first class customer service and quality 
products being a priority... 

• Transforming homes for over 20 years 

• We will beat any like for like quote 

• Finance options available to suit specific needs 


Testimonials: 

Mr Cook: “ We are delighted with our new roof, and 
very impressed with how quick this was installed, it 
has made a total difference to our home we now use it 
all year round without the need to shut the doors and 
close it off”. 

Mr Young: “It has completely changed our 
conservatory I was still able to combine glass into the 
roof along with the tiles which was fabulous as our 
back garden was north facing so we wanted light as 
well as the benefits of the tiled roof and it works 
brilliant. I was also surprised at the hassle free fitting 
involved they were in and out without any fuss”. 
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HALF PRICE 

SPRING 

SALE 


Designer furniture for every room 
at prices everyone can afford 


The Jonesy 3 seater 
sofa only 


£499 


Designer dining table 
and 4 chairs only 

£799 

in the sale 


50% off all bedroom 
furniture plus EARLY 
BIRD EXTRAS 



% 


Superb Package Deal. 
The Delta 3 seater & 2 
Seater Sofas only 

£799 The Pair 


The Farrow extending 
dining table only 

£499 


Huge Range of 
Beds & Bedsteads 

from only £79 


Expect so much more than an average furniture store 


—^Ullll yJ , I 1C 

LandRov^*/\&V Penarth Rl 

wickes Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU 

f M // Ben,le) ' 1 Tel: 029: 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 


fw 


i° 14 —\ 

fh 


Tel: 02920 371970 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


ho me stores 

-co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


A Over 21 years 
I ■ of unbeatable 
low low prices 

EASTER 

OPENING TIMES 


ake up to 

months 


Opening Times Mon: 9.30am - 8.00pm Tue - Thur: 9.30am - 6.00pm Fri - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00 pm Sun: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


... , . . FREE 

Like us on facebook 

_ no interest no charges 

5,m in nn am - 4 an™ 0% tyP'C 31 APR 
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PICTURED: (from left) Adrian Jones, Cape; Ben Griffiths; Melanie Regan; Jack Burgess; Chris Davies. 


VATS VALE OF GLAMORGAN'S ASSISTED TENANCY SCHEME 



Introducing the 
VATS Letting Scheme: 
A Guide for Landlords 
Wishing to Let 


Are you a landlord 
with a property to let 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan? 


The VATS team have been a established for over 10 years and 
we pride ourselves in offering a high-quality, careful and 
considered approach to lettings. Unlike most letting agents, 
VATS offers guaranteed services (property advertising, 
inspections, inventories, comprehensive tenant checks) at no 


Then please contact the VATS team 
for more information about our 
Landlord Information Pack, since we 
have prospective tenants waiting to 
move in. 


Easter eggs 
and toys are 
donated to Ty 
Hafan hospice 


WHEN Melanie Regan, 

business support assistant at 
Aberthaw Power Station, 

asked people from the site for 
contributions to an Easter egg 
appeal on behalf of local 
children’s hospice Ty Hafan, 
the response was 

overwhelming. 

Over 300 eggs were donated by 
station staff and colleagues from on¬ 
site contractors. 

In addition to the sweet treats and 
chocolate, the team also collected soft 
toys, craft sets, books, egg hunt 
baskets and £260 in cash donations to 
ensure the families, staff and children 
at Ty Hafan have an ‘eggstatic’ 


holiday! All the donations have been 
delivered to Ty Hafan for their 
weekend Easter celebrations. 

Aberthaw Power Station has 
contributed over £30,000 to the local 
hospice in 10 years and continues to 
support this fantastic local charity 
through fund-raising, donations for the 
charity shops and staff volunteering. 
Ty Hafan, based in Sully, provides 
support to life limited children and 
their families. 

Melanie Regan commented: “The 
response from the teams onsite was 
amazing. I hope the collection of 
chocolate and toys will make the 
Easter weekend at Ty Hafan extra 
special.” 


Old signal box in 
Barry torn down 



fee to our landlords. We are able to offer our services free of 
charge because the scheme is backed by the Vale of 
Glamorgan council to help individuals and families find 
suitable accommodation. 

We offer a Landlord Information Pack to all landlords 
interested in the scheme.The pack provides a complete guide 
to the VATS service, detailing our 5 service guarantees and 
what is required to be accepted onto the scheme. 

ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARDS 14 T7 

HIGH! mm | VALE 

I 1 1 1 1 Antitvd tenanc y achama 



Get in Touch 


ABOVE: On Sunday a piece of Barry's history disappeared - 
the signal box by the town's train station. Mike Wilcock captured 
its final moments and commented: “It was built in 1897. I think 
people were shocked it was being demolished." 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
FOR GOOD FRIDAY 


Meet us: 

Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry, 
CF63 4RU 

Mon-Thurs 8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 
Phone us: (01446) 709489 

Email us: 

vats@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


V S| >| Q -■ - - V 


PEOPLE from all the Churches of Barry will join together on Good Friday 
for the annual two-mile Walk of Witness through the town. 

Father Robert Parrish, Rector of the Barry churches of St Paul’s and Merthyr 
Dyfan and organiser of the walk said: “Everyone, children and adults, is 
warmly invited to join in at the start at the Parade Gardens at 12 noon, or 
anywhere en route.” 

The walk is being supported by churches of all denominations in Barry and 
will include children from church Sunday schools and youth clubs. Leaving the 
Parade Gardens, the walk will travel via Broad Streeet to arrive at King’s 
Square in time for a special service for Good Friday at 1.30pm. 

The wooden cross, made by Barry College, will be carried in the procession 
to re-enact Christ’s carrying of his cross on the way to his crucifixion. 

This is the fourth year of the Barry Walk of Witness which began in 2012, 
led by the Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry Morgan. 
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Miners' strike: 

‘the police 
were provoked' 


I LOVE to read 
contributions 
from other 
GEM readers; one 
correspondent, in 
particular, has 
missed his 
vocation - or has 
he? 

Marc Delaney must 
earn his living writing 
works of fiction, what 
else would explain his 
skewed view of the 1984 
miners’ strike? Here are 
a few indisputable facts: 

Arthur Scargill 
engineered the miners’ 
strike of 1984. He 
refused miners a vote on 
the strike action. 

In the overwhelming 
majority of pit-head 
ballots in Wales and 
across the UK, miners 
rejected the strike. 

Welsh miners were 
bullied/blackmailed into 
strike action by the 
threats of violent flying 
pickets, as used 
extensively against the 
Nottingham miners and 
the threat of ‘scab’. 

The Nottingham 
miners saw through 
Scargill, voted out his 
puppets in mid 1984 and 
then formed a new 
union. 

The Lancashire 
coalfields were, like 


most coalfields, against 
the strike. Scargill 
agreed not to use his 
flying pickets on 
condition that the 
Lancashire miners would 
not cross picket lines. 

Scargill had several 
opportunities to end the 
strike and on every 
occasion refused to put 
any offers to union 
members, in the 
knowledge that they 
would return to work. 

The Labour party and 
other major unions did 
not and would not 
support Scargill. 

Were the police over- 
zealous? Very 
possibly - but we have 
to remember the 
immense provocation 
that they faced daily 
from the flying pickets. 

I am sure that Mr 
Delaney will have been 
shocked to see pictures 
of police men and 
women, faces covered in 
blood, after being hit by 
stones, broken bottles 
and various missiles 
thrown by the pickets. 

Perhaps Mr Delaney 
should check his facts 
with ex-miners -1 did, 
my wife’s family worked 
for the NCB in Wales. 
(Name and address 
supplied). 


NOTHING BUT 
PRAISE FOR NHS 
PROFESSIONALS 


H aving been 

diagnosed with 
a serious 

illness last year and 
subsequently 
spending much of my 
time in hospitals and 
GP surgeries, I’d like 
to add my voice to the 
growing number of 
people who have 
written to the papers 
recently to describe 
their experiences with 
the National Health 
Service. 

The truth is that I 
have received a fantastic 
service over the last 12 
months from every one 
of the health 
professionals that I have 
met or dealt with, and 
this is ongoing. 

Yes, I could pick a 
few holes here and there, 
but they are very minor 
- and besides, couldn’t 
the same be said of any 
major service? 

I have had occasional 
long waits for a bed 
when there has been 
high demand on the 
service; but my 
experience of dealing 
with different 
departments and medical 
professionals during a 
full year of treatment has 
been one where they 
have all been extremely 
helpful, understanding 
and accommodating. 

I have spent a great 


deal of that time on 
Ward 6 at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital and have 
had to attend Accident 
and Emergency on 
several occasions. 

I cannot in any way 
fault the support that I 
have received, or the 
professionalism of the 
staff, as all have been 
helpful. 

I’d like to thank 
everyone on Ward 6 and 
at A&E, and offer a 
special thank you to 
Doctor Lei and his team 
who have provided an 
absolutely first-rate 
service. 

They have done their 
very best for me, and I 
think they deserve to be 
recognised for doing so. 

Based on my own 
personal experience, I 
don’t think anyone 
should be afraid of using 
the National Health 
Service when needed. 

This very special 
resource works. 

Mr Lyn Morgan, 
Brynmenyn. 

GEM note: Mr Morgan 
is a Labour BCBC 
councillor, but 
emphasises that this 
letter is written in a 
personal capacity. 


We welcome your news, 
views and other items 
of interest - email us at: 

gemeditorial@ tindlenews .co .uk 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.iik 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

IMPORTANT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain circumsfcances)protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


Don’t build in the Vale.. 

‘GO NORTH OF CARDIFF!’ 


W E are a group of residents from 
different parts of the Vale who 
are very concerned about the 
future direction of the Vale - as a result 
of the impact of the Deposit Local 
Development Plan, if eventually adopted 
in its current form without significant 
amendments - following consideration by 
the Inspector to be appointed by the 
Welsh Government. 

We are concerned about the overall political and 
economic context in which planning developments 
for the Vale seem to be occurring. The likely 
merger of Cardiff City and Vale councils may more 
easily permit the extension of the development of 
Cardiff into the Vale by removal of planning 
restrictions. 

This creation of a ‘Greater Cardiff’ can be 
viewed as being analogous to the expansion of 
London into the surrounding counties in the south¬ 
east of England. 

We suspect that the political motive for wishing 
significant housing development in the Vale in the 
longer term is driven by the need to increase the 
economic output of south Wales as a whole, 
starting with the area immediately adjacent to 
Cardiff. Another driver is the perceived untapped 
economic potential of Barry, which is limited by 
poor access to the M4. Proposed road developments 
such as A48 trunking to improve connections to 
Cardiff Airport, we believe, are a smokescreen for 
the need to improve the connections between Barry 
and the M4. 

The connections that the Barry economy requires 
are not in order to travel to the west or north, but to 
travel east to England. 

In view of the likely development of the M4 
relief road around the Brynglas tunnels, there may 
be increased need to try and complete the A4232 
link road from Cardiff Bay to Cardiff Gate - and to 
link transport from Barry directly to the A4232 by a 
more efficient, dedicated, direct route to the south 
of Culverhouse Cross. 


‘Cowbridge can’t 
opt out of Vale’ 


O N the subject 
of the 

proposed new 
homes for Cowbridge, 
you may be aware 
that the acronym 
being used to refer to 
the attitude of the 
Vale Council to the 
proposed merger of 
authorities is ABC 
(Anything But 
Cardiff). 

This resonates 
perfectly with the 
majority view, as 
reflected in letters 
published in your 
newspaper, around the 
proposal to build new 
homes at Cowbridge - 
Anywhere But 
Cowbridge... (preferably 
Barry!) 

It seems to me that 
the residents of 
Cowbridge want all the 
benefits of being part of 
the Vale, such as a brand 
new school building - 
but don’t want to carry 
some of the 
responsibilities 
associated with 
belonging to a large 
unitary authority in a 
mixed urban/rural 
geography e.g. taking its 
share of the demand for 


new housing. 

Maybe the real truth 
is that all those new 
houses might adversely 
affect the ‘exclusivity’ 
that Cowbridge seems to 
wish to bask in. 

We have just returned 
from a short trip to north 
Wales, where we took 
time to visit the 
Italianate village of 
Portmeirion. Many of 
the those who visit are 
making a pilgrimage to 
see where the cult 1960s 
TV series The Prisoner 
was made. 

This featured a group 
of people who live in a 
small enclosed 
community with its own 
rules etc. 

My suggestion to 
those deniers of change 
(NIMBYs?) in 
Cowbridge is maybe you 
can become a south 
Wales offshoot of 
Portmeirion, or as an 
alternative, become a 
geographically remote 
part of the Isle of Wight, 
where they seem to 
encourage a feeling of 
1950s ‘olde worlde’ 
living. 

Nick Meyrick, 

Barry. 


Whilst it may indeed be helpful to build a large 
settlement at Llandow to be able to underpin a new 
enterprise park at St Athan, it is in the long-term 
interests of the rejuvenation of the remainder of 
south Wales - particularly the valleys to the north 
and north-west of Cardiff - that efforts to stimulate 
the economy should be focused in these areas. 

They already have transport, housing, education 
and other public infrastructure in place, such that 
all the investment monies can be focused on 
stimulation of business in these areas. 

In an age where commerce is increasingly 
global, transacted and created digitally, investing 
scarce public resources in aiding and stimulating 
businesses in these areas should produce a much 
greater return on investment than putting down new 
concrete and brick in the Vale and continuing to 
neglect these established areas that desperately 
require investment. 

The current planning targets for the Vale assume 
a large increase in the population. In the years 2006 
to 2008 to 2011, the projected inward migration has 
been reassessed and downsized from 815 to 547 to 
217 per year. 

In view of this level of downsizing of estimates, 
and likely continuing very slow economic growth 
for many years ahead due to global (China, India, 
SE Asia competition) and domestic economic 
factors (national debt and continuing weak 
economic performance) we are unlikely of 
requiring this level of extra housing in the Vale. 

There is no indication that its intrinsic population 
will grow by this number. It must thus be assumed 
that the proposed increase in housing requirement 
is in anticipation of a large net inward migration of 
people into the Vale. 

Is this the migration of people from England, 
from abroad, or from areas such as the south Wales 
Valleys? It would cost much less public and private 
money in the digital economy that we seek for such 
extra housing not to be built. 

These public and private monies would be 
wasted in duplicating infrastructure, dislocating 
communities, breaking up traditional support and 
caring mechanisms for the elderly and vulnerable in 
the population, and exacerbating the needs and 
financial dependence of those who remain in 
deprived areas of Wales. It would make far more 
sense at every level not to waste precious resources 
on duplicating infrastructure but to spend it where 
there is already infrastructure in place. 

As we prepare for the possibility of debate about 
whether there should be increased powers for the 
Welsh government ahead of the elections in May 
2016, politicians of all parties need to delineate in 
detail their policies for the long term economic 
development of the whole of Wales. 

We must not stumble into a future of an 
overheated, unaffordable economic hotspot in 
south-east Wales with the remainder of Wales being 
much poorer, as has happened in England. 

Leaders of all political parties at the Welsh 
Government and the Vale Council need to answer 
the following questions urgently: 

Why are over 10,000 houses still needed in the 
Vale of Glamorgan to accommodate an increase of 
217 persons per year? 

Why not direct the investment of limited 
resources into established communities to the west 
and north of Cardiff instead of building houses in 
the Vale? 

Will you complete the A4232 and build direct 
access to it from Barry to the south of Culverhouse 
Cross? 

If a St Athan/airport enterprise zone is important, 
why won’t concentrated development at Llandow 
industrial estate support it better than large housing 
developments in multiple, scattered villages? 

Paul Williams, St Nicholas; 

Tim Knowles, St Nicholas; 

Karen Rogers, Dinas Powys; 

James Regan, Dinas Powys; 

Richard Norris, Llanblethian; 

Dr David Webb, Llanblethian; 

Prof R J Buswell, Cowbridge History Society; 
Robert and Sian Evans, Ystradowen; 

Kristian Grimes, Ystradowen. 
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‘Time is right 
to leave EU' 


R eading the 

recent letter 
from David 
Kennet, and his 
comments on the cost 
of leaving the EU, and 
listening to various 
politicians over the 
past few months 
(notably Paddy 
Ashdown and Ken 
Clarke, both EU 
fanatics) I must say 
that I find their 
reasoning for staying 
in the EU laboured. 

Every one of these 
politicians predicts doom 
and gloom for our 
economy, jobs, etc, but 
how on earth can they 
foresee what will 
happen? 

I recently purchased 
items of fruit and veg at 
a local supermarket and 
the grapes came from 
South Africa and the 
com on the cob from 
Senegal. Are they part 
of the EU? 

My reasoning for 
pulling out of this club is 
as follows: we are soon 
to vote at a general 
election to elect our 
future Government. 

We have been given 
this vote because it is 
part of the freedom and 
democracy that we have 
in this country. 

Can someone tell me 


when we voted to 
become part of the EU 
in its current form? 

The EU is nothing but 
an unelected, corrupt, 
undemocratic institution, 
that thrives on forcing its 
will on the people. 

Let’s go back a bit to 
the EU Treaty: this had 
to be ratified by all EU 
nations. Southern 
Ireland voted against 
this, but was forced to 
vote again until a yes 
vote was achieved; is 
this democracy? 

We are electing a 
Government which will 
be tied to all the rules 
and regulations of 
Brussels and there is not 
one thing they can do 
about it. 

When you have deals 
being done by the likes 
of Angela Merkel and 
the French President 
behind closed doors, 
what chance has anyone 
got? 

The British 

Government cannot even 
reduce VAT, or reduce 
the tax on petrol without 
the EU’s permission. 

The time is right to 
get out of this corrupt 
club, and spend the 
money on our own 
people. 

DJ Radford, 

Barry. 


Unedifying game 
of treachery’ 


A N interesting 
talk by Sir 
Richard 

Dearlove, former 
head of MI6 
recently, reported 
in The GEM last 
week headed ‘Tales 
of HM Secret 
Service ’ was all 
about the ‘hall of 
mirrors’ - 
intelligence work in 
Prague, Paris and 
Geneva etc. 

Surely, all persons 
who serve a foreign 
intelligence agency are 
traitors to their home 
countries? Some for 
money, some 
ideologically, some to 
relieve mundane lives; 
some because of 
‘honey traps’. 


In Communist days, I 
was targeted in 1983 by 
the Czechoslovak 
foreign intelligence 
service. At the time, I 
was (mistakenly) 
perceived as a rising 
Labour star, a young 
general election 
candidate (Monmouth). 

I played along for a 
time, then reported the 
contacts to MI5 who 
came to south Wales to 
debrief me, and 
presumably to take 
action. 

As Kim Philby is 
regarded as a traitor to 
GB, so is Oleg 
Gordievsky to Russia 
(then the Soviet Union). 

They both, and others, 
have much in common! 

It is an unedifying game! 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


HGV road check 


S INCE the closure of the Ewenny 
railway bridge, what actions are the 
parish and Vale councils taking to 
ensure HGV traffic does not use the 
coastal diversion? Evidence suggests very 
little! 

Sally Carnall, St Brides Major. 


Macmillan fundraiser 

THE Pontyclun & District Macmillan 
Fundraising Support Group are staging their 
second variety show night on Friday, April 17, 
at Llanharry Workingmen's Club at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £6 including interval food and a lucky 
ticket number. Acts include: Stagecoach 
performance troupe; Shelly Fairplay, harpist; 
Spencer Martin, comedian; Ploughsingers male 
voice choir; Bryan Gunton, magician and mind 
reader; Verity-Belle Atkinson, vocalist; and Daniel 
Cadogan, vocalist. 

Tickets available from The Flowerpot, Rybech 
Homes, The Community Shop (Pontyclun) or 
contact Pat on 07974 183987; Edwina on 07710 
198617; or Yvonne on 07878 015744. 
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Pupils to star in Welsh version of Les Miserables 

NEWS FROM YSGOL BRO MORGANNWG 



Les 

Miserables 
(in Welsh!) 
Congratulations to 
Alun Rees, Llinos 
Jones, Manon 
Ogwen Parry and 
Jodi Bird who have 
been chosen in the 
cast of a Welsh 
language 
performance of Les 
Miserables being 
staged by the Urdd 
as part of the Wales 
Millennium Centre 
10th anniversary 
celebrations. 

Around 400 from 
across Wales auditioned 
and they will be part of a 
cast of 120 chosen to 
perform 

Safer 

Internet Day 

RECENTLY, Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg hosted 
Eleri Thomas, deputy 
Children’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales, along with 
representatives from 
the Welsh Government, 
for Safer Internet Day. 

Pupils took part in a 
range of workshops and 
activities relating to safe 
use of the internet and 
also had the opportunity 
to give the teachers 
advice and tips on using 
apps and social networks. 

Public 

speaking and 
debating 

DURING the term, 
pupils have taken part 
in a variety of public 
speaking and debating 
competitions. 

Jordan Stavrakis and 
Dafydd Foster-Davies 
reached the final of the 
Oxford Schools Debating 
Competition, held at 


Efa Cray. 

Oxford Union on March 
14. 

Brennig Davies, 
Megan Davies and Elin 
Alexander of year-10 
took part in the Wales 
final of the English 
Speaking Union Public 
Speaking competition at 
Ty Hywel. Brennig 
Davies was awarded the 
prize of outstanding 
speaker for his speech 
‘Those who can make us 
believe absurdities can 
make us commit 
atrocities.’ 

Huw Jones, Twm Aled 
and Indeg Evans of Year- 
8 reached the final of the 
Rotary Youth Speaks 
competition. 

BBC School 
Report 

YEAR-8, 9 and 10 
students have been 
busy working with the 
BBC preparing for the 
special BBC School 
Report Day and 
practising their 

journalism skills. 

Year -8 spent the day 
at the BBC studios in 
Cardiff preparing, 
scripting and 

broadcasting news and 
weather bulletins and 
were heard and seen live 
on various programmes. 

Year-9 have been 
working with Year-7 and 
the feeder primary school 
to produce a magazine. 
Year-10 have prepared a 


Nel Lewis. 

Welsh and English 
package for radio and 
television on the lasting 
effect of Gavin and 
Stacey on Barry Island 
which can be seen on the 
BBC and school website. 

Visit 
www.bromorgannwg .org. 
uk/bbcproject to see the 
items and photos from 
the day. 

Urdd 

Eisteddfod 

PUPILS from all years 
at the school have 
recently competed at 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Regional Urdd 

Eisteddfod in a variety 
of competitions both on 
and off stage. 

Congratulations to 
those who won and will 
now compete at the 
National Urdd 

Eisteddfod in Caerphilly 
during May half term. 


Urdd Eisteddfod performers included 
Llinos a Manon (above) and Efa, 
Tanwen and Nel (left). 


WHAT’S ON? 


Easter fayre 

COWBRIDGE Rotary will be holding an 
Easter fayre in Cowbridge Old Hall 
Gardens on Easter Sunday (April 5) at 
230pm. 

Main events include an Easter egg hunt and a 
parade of Easter bonnets and hats with prizes for 
children up to eight years. 

There will be an extraordinary show of Heritage 
chickens and towering fowl, a display of owls, 
games, refreshments, stalls and a visit by the white 
rabbit! 

History talk 

COWBRIDGE History Society’s next 
lecture on Friday, April 10 at 730pm in 
the Lesser Hall of the Town Hall, 
Cowbridge, will be ‘The Edmondes and 
Cowbridge: Family, Land and Old Hall’, 
by Dick Buswell of the society. All are 
welcome! 

Note: there is no meeting on Good Friday. 


COWBRIDGE CRICKET 
CLUB STAR’S SUCCESS 

Laurie - and 
Wales - make the 
under-19 cricket 
final in the desert 

LAURIE 
THOMAS from 
Llansannor has 
just completed an 
under-19s Welsh 
Women’s 
international 
cricket tour of Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai. 

The squad reached 
the final of the Women’s 
Arch Trophy, beating 
Essex in a nail-biting 
one-run victory. 

Wales also enjoyed a 
comprehensive 10- 
wicket win over a UAE 
international XI - 
although they were 
beaten by an 
experienced 
Loughborough side in 
the final. 

Laurie, aged 17, 
started playing cricket at 
the age of 10, when she 
represented Llansannor 
Primary School in a 
cricket competition at 
the SWALEC stadium 
Cardiff. 

Her interest and 
involvement in cricket 
expanded when she was 
asked to attend cricket 
development training 
for girls, and quickly 
progressed to the 
Cardiff and Vale girls’ 
county squad. 

Laurie then joined 



Wales under-19 cricketer 
Laurie Thomas. 


Cowbridge Cricket 
Club. Being the only 
girl at the time did not 
faze her as everyone 
welcomed her and she 
was soon part of the 
under-lls team, 
progressing to playing 
for the senior Firsts and 
Seconds last season. 

Laurie made the 
under-13s Welsh cricket 
squad at the age of 12 
and has been selected 
annually up to the 
under-17s. 

Being picked for the 
under-19s Welsh tour 
was an amazing honour. 
The tour has really 
developed Laurie’s 


cricket and she has 
developed into an 
accurate medium-pace 
bowler. 

Laurie would like to 
encourage more girls to 
play cricket. If there are 
any girls who would 
like to give cricket go, 
go online to: www. 
cowbridgecrickeclub.co. 
uk for training times. 

Laurie said: “I’d like 
to thank Cowbridge 
Cricket Club for all its 
support over the years 
and helping me to fund¬ 
raise for the cricket tour 
to Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai.” KT 
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How the Llantwit Major town centre 
stayed strong through difficult times 


ri .4 


. 




ABOVE: The Flower Shop 


♦ cDIje 

THE FLORIST FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Happy Easter 

to all our Customers 

CHECK OUT OUR GIFT RANGE TOO- 

01446 792264 • www.llantwitmajorflowershop.co.uk 

2 Barons Close House, East Street, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


I T is pretty much a truism these days 
that town centres are in decline as 
they come under attack from online 
shopping, big city shopping malls, and 
out of town retail centres, writes PHILIP 
IRWIN. 

Visit any small town in the UK and you will 
find the likes of Mary Portas coming up with a 
plan to “save” the local high street. 

In south Wales, it’s not difficult to find town 
centres that are on their last legs - which makes 
Llantwit Major’s ability to buck this trend over 
the last few years all the more remarkable. 

A number of factors came together over the 
last three years and it has led to new businesses 
opening, and these have added to the variety in 
the town. 

The Boverton Road regeneration scheme 
smartened up the main shopping area, at the 
same time improving the car parking. 

The Vale of Glamorgan railway line was 
upgraded, with more regular train journeys from 
Bridgend, Barry and Cardiff available. While this 
took a while to kick in, traders in the town are 
starting to notice a real difference now, with 
more visitors saying they took the train. 

Another factor was that small shops within the 
precinct were made available as ‘pop ups’, giving 
new businesses a chance to test the waters - and 
some went on to make the move to Llantwit 
permanent - moving on then to bigger premises. 

Finally, the Vale Council tourism unit’s 
decision to market Llantwit as a combined 


Garden Machinery Specialists! 


Benton Agricultural Services Ltd 

BENT >N The «nrWcf. Itanto* CcMbnl|f. ¥*► it Ghm«fii CFTI 7Ff 

Tit «l t* T92 ?U •: mm 



Suppliers of ALKD 

Cardan ♦ Hatty Tactnotaty 


WNch? 


>JaIH Ti WUJt Beil Sif 

523 VS Mistime 


£589.00 .. 

FREE Winter Service 






Early 8ir0 Spring Service 


Book Today for Prk** From: 

£43 itfrvwi *<tr*Jt>n l Gh» 
£43 Ptik Mf**i 

£144 

♦ FSii Collection" 

‘trdUMS 

*•11 wvwltfttmgn.tM 


Kawasaki Power Products 

* e, 5 Tear p—wcViwa 
3 Tear HWwtsi% 


09 


AL-KO Easy-Mow Mowers 
T'. 5 Tear 



From Hofcby la Professional Groundcare 


u'lt 


heritage site and as a centre for walking in the 
Vale (particularly along the coast) is showing real 
signs of progress. 

More and more people are coming to 
appreciate and value the old part of town, with its 
narrow roads and distinctive old buildings. 

The development of the Galilee Chapel in St 
Illtud’s Church, which makes such an impressive 
feature of the ancient Celtic crosses, has added 
an extra string to the town's heritage bow. 

There are still a small number of vacant units 
in the town - there is an inevitable turnover in 
the retail trade - but things are looking good for 
this charming town. 

One retailer said: “Llantwit is a relaxed 
shopping centre, where you can just turn up. 
There’s no need to dress up when you shop 
here!” 

Town centre traders are also feeling a sense of 
relief after Sainsbury’s dropped plans to open a 
store on the outskirts of the town, at Llanmaes. 

Stuart Sloan runs Sloan & Co in the 
Poundfield Centre and is optimistic about the 
prospects for the town centre. He said: “We can’t 
say with 100 per cent certainty that Sainsbury’s 
have given up, but it has gone quiet now”. 

He said that it left retailers free to concentrate 
on serving customers old and new: “We are 
noticing more visitors in the town, particularly 
walkers as you see groups out and about with the 
walking poles. 

“The train has made a difference, too. when 
we ask people how thay travelled to Llantwit, an 
increasing number say they came by rail.” 

Mr Sloan added that there was evidence of 
more visitors coming by bus, due to the new 321 
service that links Barry and Bridgend, via various 
Vale towns and villages. 

He said: “This is harder to quantify, but the 
signs that this way of getting to Llantwit is 


Are your feet 
ready for spring? 




OPEFULLY, 
we are fast 
approaching 
the time when we 
will be able to get 
out our sandals and 
for some it’s the 
first time you’ve 
had a good look at 
your feet. 

Are they ready to 
display or are you 
embarrassed of how they 
look? No amount of nail 
varnish will disguise 
nails that are neglected. 


Cracked heels? No 
problem. We can help 
make them look and feel 
great again. 

We are happy to help 
make your feet sandal 
ready. 

Vale Podiatry is 
HCPC registered, so you 
can be sure that you are 
in safe hands. 

With all foot 

problems, large or small, 
we can help. Angela and 
Sarah, friendly, 
professional podiatrists, 
look forward to meeting 
you. 


Footcare for All - 
Friendly, Professional Podiatrists 




ValePodiatry 


Angela Battrick Sarah Battrick 

Dip.Pod.M.M.Ch.S. BSc (Hons) Pod.M M.Ch.S 


Our treatments include: 

• Nail Cutting 

• Corn and Callous Removal 

• Verruca Treatment 

• Nail Surgery 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Bio-mechanical Assessment 

• Orthotics 


* 


Call: 01446 790199 

Newport House, Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major CF61 6RB 

Call: 01446 771058 

23 High Street, Cowbridge. CF71 7AE 

www.valepodiatry.co.uk 



ABOVE: Some of the team at the 
Wyndham House Dental Practice. 

growing.” 

On a personal note, he said that the last 12 
months had been very productive for Sloan & 

Co. 

“We have updated our range, with garments, 
bags and accessories, and our slogan ‘The Vale’s 
budget boutique’ sums us up perfectly. 

“There’s no item over £40, but there is plenty 
of choice!” 

Also in Poundfield is Nickleby’s Books, which 
is run by John Woods. He is proud of the fact 
that Llantwit still supports an independent book 
store, and trade is holding up well. 

He feels personal service, plus the willingness 
to order any book for his customers, has been a 
major factor in the company’s success. 

He said: “I think you have to accept that there 
is a need to offer a discount to compete, and I’m 
very, very grateful for the support we have 
received. 

He is encouraged that reading is still popular 
with children and, to make sure that stays the 
case, he has increased the range of children’s 
books. 

In East Street, another business that has seen 
its faith in Llantwit Major rewarded is The 
Flower Shop in East Street, run by mother and 
daughter Wendy and Sarah Thomas. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 25) 


Tony Bennett 



THANK YOU 

to everyone in Llantwit 
Major who voted 
for me at the recent local 
election.You have my 
assurance, I will work 
hard for all the people of 
Llantwit Major. 
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Llantwit Major... 

the Mayor’s View 


THE GEM asked the Mayor of 
Llantwit Major, Coun Mick Mason, for 
his views on his home town. 

1 HAVE lived in Llantwit Major for 
over 40 years, during which time 
there have been so many changes to 
enhance all areas of the town and access 
to what is now the ‘Gateway’ to the 
Heritage Coast. 

The re-opening of the rail link provided a 
much-needed boost for both inhabitants and 
visitors, although maybe the bus service is in 
need of further improvement. 

The Boverton Road regeneration brought 
new life into the shopping area and recently 
we have seen the opening of several new shops 
selling a variety of goods. We have a Yankee 
Candle shop, several new cafes have opened, 
ladies and gents hairdressers, beauty salons 
and nail bars. 

You can even top up your tan without going 
to the Med, we have ladies clothes shops, and 
\^ve can even boast a tattoo parlour. 


We are well served by two supermarkets 
and have restaurants and take aways for those 
who don’t want to cook. 

The old town is picturesque and peaceful, 
the town square, with three pubs around it, is 
a popular place at weekends, with 
entertainment and the occasional beer festival. 

Visitors from all over the world come to see 
our beautiful St Illtud’s Church and the 
recently restored Galilee Chapel, and explore 
the town on foot following the Blue Plaque 
Trail, new fingerposts and visitors’ notice 
boards are currently a work in progress. 

After exploring the town, it is a short walk 
through lovely countryside to Colhugh Beach 
and the Heritage Coast. You can even refresh 
yourself at the Beach Cafe before venturing 
further along the Wales Coastal Path, east to 
Aberthaw or west to St Donat’s. 

I am proud to say I have had the honour 
and privilege to be Mayor of such a beautiful 
and historic town. A 


Town is open for business 

and has so much to offer! 



ABOVE: Books galore at Nickleby’s. 


NICKLEBY’S Bookstore 



We have a wide range in stock - including 
children’s books, novels, local history, 
hobbies, cookery, biography, sport - many at 
bargain prices, and offer a next-day 
book-ordering service for items not in stock. 
Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 
09.30-13.00; 13.30 to 17.00. 
www.nicklebysbookstore.co.uk 
01446 795166 

6 Poundfield Precinct, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 24 

They feel they 
know their customers 
really well and, after 
20 years in the town, 
they have built up a 
loyal customer base. 

When The GEM 
dropped in, Sarah 
was recovering from 
a busy Mother’s Day, 
and getting ready for 
another surge over 
Easter. 

She said: “We find 
that bouquets and 
Spring planted 
baskets are popular 
over Easter.” 

Another business 
with strong roots in 
the town is the 
Wyndham Dental 
Practice. 

Spokeswoman Sian 
Allers told The 
GEM: “The practice 
opened in 2001 with 
two surgeries and 
five staff. Thanks to 
the support we have 
received from the 
town, we have grown 
to five surgeries and 
17 staff. 

“We pride 
ourselves on our 
service, and it’s great 
to be in an area 
where there is so 
much for visitors and 
residents alike.” 

There always were 
many reasons to 
spend time in Llantwit 
Major, but to some 
extent the town hid its 
light under a bushel. 

Now, partly as a 
result of the changes 
and new 

developments, more 
and more people are 
visiting and growing 
to appreciate the 
town’s charms. 


Whether you are a 
walker, amateur 
historian, shopper, 
simply someone who 
likes to relax in a 
peaceful ambience, 
perhaps with a bite to 
eat or a drink, then 
Llantwit is the place 
to be! 


SLOAN$C<? 

Discover our 

fabulous 

spring ranges 

at the Vale’s only 

budget boutique 

this Easter 







O 


& 


Featured tops - 
Saloos lined split back £35 

Open 11-5 on Good Friday 
11 -4 Easter Monday 
Open 10-5 Saturday 4th 
Closed Sunday 5th 

8 Pound Field, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 

S3 www. sloancompany. co. uk 


Another “Eggcellewt" 

GEM Competition 


Join 

£ WIN 


in the fun, 

Easter Eggs! 



Can you find the rabbits hiding in 
Llantwit Major? 

We have 6 rabbits hiding in the 
windows of various businesses. 

Write down as many rabbits' names you can 
find along with your name £- phone number. 

You can email your answer to gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk. 
Normal competition rules apply. 

Closing date 10th April 2015. 

4 lucky winners will each win an easter egg! 


Beavers hold 
presentation 
after gala 




ON March 21 Barry 
Beavers held their 
gala at Barry Leisure 
Centre. 

The club came 
second out of the seven 
Welsh clubs competing. 

Alun Cairns and Vale 
Mayor Howard 

Hamilton were among 
those on hand to present 
prizes to the winners. 

A number of club 
members also notched 
up personal bests. 

More winners 

featured next week. 


THE following letter has been received 
concerning the wrap around The GEM last 
week. It is important to note that this was an 
advertisement, paid for by the Conservative 
Party through voluntary donations. 

As such it does not, in any way, reflect the 
views of The GEM, which prides itself on its 
impartiality as a local community newspaper. 

"Advert raises 
important issues’ 


T HE wrap¬ 
around 
advert for the 
local Conservative 
candidate that 
arrived with last 
week’s GEM raises 
a number of 
important issues, I 
feel. 

Of course, political 
parties are perfectly 
entitled to purchase 
advertising space in 
newspapers and 
elsewhere. Money talks 
in British politics, sadly 
not always in the public 
interest as has been 
evidenced by the recent 
expenses and cash for 
influence scandals. 

Mr Caims was 


himself caught up in the 
expenses fiasco for, 
legitimately but perhaps 
unwisely, claiming 
expenses for a Cardiff 
Bay flat when he lived a 
short drive away in 
Ewenny. 

Openness and 
transparency in this 
election campaign is 
important, so I would 
like to ask all the Vale of 
Glamorgan candidates 
an open question: Who 
is funding their 
campaigns? Are their 
backers resident in the 
UK and do they pay 
their fair share of taxes, 
as the vast majority of 
constituents do? 

Jeff Evans, 

Llantwit Major. 
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AM’s ‘breakfast’ event welcomes 
Older People’s Commissioner 



ABOVE: Jane Hutt AM at the college’s 
hospitality suite with students, staff, Sarah 
Rochira, Older People’s Commissioner, Vale 
Mayor Coun Howard Hamilton and Barry 
Mayor Coun Jeff Evans and guests. 

VALE AM Jane Hutt hosted her fifteenth 
‘Spring Breakfast’ on March 27 at Cardiff 
and Vale College Barry campus, with the 
theme, ‘Ageing Well in Wales.’ 

The guest speaker was Sarah Rochira, the Older 
People’s Commissioner for Wales and guests 
included third sector organisations and the Over 
50s Forum. 

The breakfasts were cooked and presented by the 
hospitality students at Cardiff and Vale College. 

Jane Hutt said: “This year’s Spring Breakfast 
theme was about older people and I was delighted 
to introduce our excellent speaker, Sarah Rochira to 
talk about the ‘Ageing Well in Wales Programme’. 

“This programme - the first of its kind in the 
UK - contributes to and complements the Welsh 
Government’s Strategy for Older People and 
champions a positive attitude towards ageing and 
the benefits an ageing society brings.” 


You can find The GEM on 
Facebook and Twitter - 
find us at facebook.com/ 
GlamorganGEM and 
follow us @gem_news 


THE RISE AND FALL 
OF CONCORDE... 


HEATHROW to New York-JFK 
in less than half the time that 
other airliners took - that was 
Concorde, a supersonic passenger 
jet airliner jointly developed and 
produced by the British Aircraft 
Corporation (BAC) and 
Aerospatiale. 

With a maximum speed of 1,340 
mph and flying at a height of 60,000 
feet with 92 - 128 passengers, it flew 
regular transatlantic flights from 
London Heathrow to New York-JFK, 
Washington Dulles and Barbados. 
Concorde is regarded by many people 
as an aviation icon and an engineering 
marvel; it was. 

John Evans, a member of Penarth 
Aviation Society will give a personal 
view on April 10 of how the concept 
of an SST came about and some of 
the innovative engineering that went 
into producing the aircraft. 

After a brief mention of its service 
life, he will look at the tragic events 
that led to the fatal crash and the 
eventual withdrawal of Concorde to 
various museums. 

John, who joined BAC Filton just 


before the Anglo-French agreement to 
build the aircraft was signed, was in 
charge of the analytical laboratory for 
just over three years. In that time, 
materials that went into Concorde 
passed through the lab so he will give 
us an insight into some of the hiccups 
that occurred during the early years. 

Brian Thomas, another of our 
members, was heavily involved with 
the Concorde project as general 
manager of the Concorde support 
division for the British Aircraft 
Corporation (BAC) and Aerospatiale. 

The Aviation Society’s meeting 
takes place on Friday, April 10 (7.45 
for 8pm) at the Conservative Club, 
Stanwell Road Penarth. Visitors are 
welcome to attend the presentation (a 
donation of £2 is requested). 

This will be followed by a business 
session for members only. Following 
this, there is a social to which visitors 
are welcome. To ensure seating 
availability, contact: Edward Oliver - 
mobile: 07941 758 212. Further 
details can be seen on the society’s 
website and on Facebook. 

BARRIE HOWELL 


Molly overcomes 
her fears to abseil 
160 ft and raise 
funds for centre 



A TEAM of staff and 
supporters have abseiled 160 ft 
down the Clifton Avon Gorge - 
to raise money for unwanted 
cats and kittens at Cats 
Protection Bridgend adoption 
centre. 

The team of seven all completed 
their abseils safely, raising over £1,400 
in the process. Molly Hughes, deputy 
manager said, “The thought of going 
over the cliff was nerve-racking, but I 
am very glad to have been able to 
overcome my fear and complete the 
challenge. 

“It was an exhilarating experience 
which was especially rewarding, as we 
were able to raise a lot of money to 
help cats in the centre.” 

One of the cats benefiting is 
Buttercup, a two-year-old heavily 
pregnant cat, who was admitted 
because of her owner’s change in 
circumstances. She has since given 
birth to five beautiful kittens named 
Daffodil, Bun, Choccy, April and 
Bonnet. Buttercup is one of 133 



unwanted cats and kittens in the 
centre’s care, many of whom are 
looking for a new start in life. 

Sue Dobbs, centre manager said: 
“We are delighted with the amount of 
money we have raised and would like 
to thank everyone who has sponsored 
us. We don’t receive any government 
funding; all our work is reliant on the 
generosity of the public.” 

Bridgend Adoption Centre is one of 
the largest and busiest in the UK. Last 
year, the centre found new homes for 
over 1450 cats and kittens. If you 
would like to adopt a cat or make a 
donation then ring 01656 724396 or 
email bridgend@cats.org.uk 
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FREE SPRING CHECK 

PLEASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK 
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PREMIUM SPECIALS 

'Rate Ni 

WWWU M|pBl»1Rl CSlSO 

£61.95 

mm 111. 1 SMI £15*5 

SS1011H £*5,00 


Ml fOAf 
PREMIUM SPECIALS 

loft* P*> 

UVtSTfH Umm £42.95 
HVfcSWlS IimM £55.95 
£54.95 

71VSSM11* famM £79.95 


QUALITY 
NEW TYRES 


WITH PRICES LIKE 
THESE - WHY RISK 
PART WORN TYRES? 


_ *£ 27.95 

165/70TR13 m FROM ONI Y £29.50 

175/70TR14 . FROM ONLY £38.95 

175/65TR14 . FROM ONLY £27.95 

£33.95 

185/65HR15 . FROM ONLY £35.75 

195/60HR15 . FROM ONLY £33.95 

195/65HR15 FROM ONLY £33.95 

BjjjiMwm iaiii 

I85/55VR15 . FROM ONLY £39.75 

I95/50VR15 .. FROM ONLY £32.95 

I95/65VR15 . FROM ONLY £39.95 

205/55VR16 . FROM ONLY £35.95 

£ 38.95 

215/55WR16. FROM ONLY £53.95 

215/50WR17 . FROM ONLY £44.95 

225/45WR17 . FROM ONLY £38.95 

225/40WR18 . FROM ONLY £39.95 


IP YOUR TYRE SIZE IS MOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL US FOR A QUOTATION, a TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM <TPMS) EXPERTS. 



BARRY 

CivdllT Rcttfl C*km5on 
n. ty AA 

CF&S 2QW A 

01446 733167 


CARDIFF 

271 FftiiRtli Rond y 

Card rtf AA ^ 
CF11 ATT “ 

029 20 382644 


*19.95 

r 
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WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS B.OOam - 4.O0pm. all major credit cards. VISA 4 
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MENTER IAITH 
BRO MORGANNWG 


YSGOL GWAUN Y NANT 


C AFWYD diwrnod o gystadlu brwd 
yn ddiweddar yn Ysgol Gymraeg 
Gwaun y Nant wrth i lysoedd yr 
ysgol - Cadog, Gildas a Dyfan gystadlu 
am gwpan Eisteddfod yr ysgol. Bu’r plant 
a’r athrawon yn brysur yn paratoi ar 
gyfer amrywiaeth o gystadlaethau yn 
amrywio o gelf, technoleg gwybodaeth, 
canu, adrodd a llawysgrifen. 

Roedd y cystadlu o safon uchel iawn a’r beimiad, 
y gantores Gwawr Edwards, wedi ei phlesio yn arw. 

Uchafbwynt y dydd oedd y Seremoni Cadeirio. 
Tasg eleni oedd ysgrifennu cerdd ar y thema ‘Y 
Peiriant Sgrech’. Unwaith eto roedd y safon yn 
uchel iawn a bu dathlu mawr gan Lys Gildas wrth 
i’r beimiad, Rhydian Lloyd, gyhoeddi taw Caitlin 
Davies oedd enillydd Y Gadair. Llongyfarchiadau 
mawr iddi! 

(Gweler Caitlyn yn eistedd yn y gadair gyda 
beimiad y dydd Gwawr Edwards ac aelodau’r 
Orsedd) 

Aeth nifer o enillwyr y dydd ymlaen i 
gynrychioli’r ysgol yn yr Eisteddfod Gylch. 

Caglu arian 
ar gyfer y 
NSPCCa 
Ty Hafan 

Y N ddiweddar, yn dilyn trafodaeth a 
chynrychiolwyr yr elusen, fe 
benderfynodd y Cyngor Ysgol 
gasglu arian ar gyfer y NSPCC. Gwnaed 
hyn drwy gasglu arian noddedig ar gyfer 
cymryd rhan mewn amrywiaeth o 
weithgareddau corfforol yn yr ysgol. 
Roedd ymateb y plant yn anhygoel gyda 
dros £1,600 yn cael ei gasglu. 

Cafodd y siec ei gyflwyno i Sara Phillips yn 
ystod gwasanaeth arbennig. Dywedodd ei bod wedi 
ei syfrdanu gydag ymateb gwych y disgyblion a 
byddai’r arian yn gwneud gwahaniaeth er gwell i 
nifer o blant. 

Yn ogystal a hyn penderfynodd disgyblion yr 
Adran Iau gyfrannu’r elw a wnaethant yn ystod 
Wythnos Fusnes i Dy Hafan. Sefydlwyd busnes 
ymhob dosbarth a pharatowyd nwyddau ar gyfer 
gwerthu mewn ffair fusnes yn neuadd yr ysgol. 
Cyflwynwyd siec o dros £400 i Shelly Kirkham a 
oedd yn cynrychioli’r elusen. 

Dywedodd Mr Rhydian Lloyd, Prifathro, “Rwy’n 
falch iawn o ddisgyblion yr ysgol. Y nhw 
benderfynodd at ba elusennau byddai’r arian yn 
mynd. Doedd dim dylanwad o gwbl gan aelodau 
staff. Mae’r ffaith eu bod am helpu eraill yn dangos 
eu natur ofalgar.” 



Llwyddiannau Eisteddfod yr Urdd 

M 


AE hi wedi 
bod yn fls 
anhygoel 
i’r Urdd yn y 
rhanbarth. Gyda 
dros fil a hanner o 
gystadleuwyr ar y 
llwyfan a 
channoedd o 
ddarnau o gelf a 
chrefft mae tipyn o 
lwyddiant wedi 
bod. 

Dyma’r rhai fydd yn 
cynrychioli’r Fro yn 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
yr Urdd yng Nghaerffili. 

Oedran Cynradd 

Deuawd Blwyddyn 6 
ac iau: Cesia a Caitlin 
(Iolo Morganwg). 

Parti Unsain B1 6 ac 


iau - Iolo Morganwg. 

Parti Deulais B1 6 ac 
iau - Iolo Morganwg. 

Parti Cerdd Dant i 
Ddysgwyr - Ysgol Sully. 

Cor Cerdd Dant - 
Ysgol Pen y Garth. 

Llefaru Unigol B1 5 a 
6: Efa Rowlands (Iolo 
Morganwg). 

Llefaru unigol i 
ddysgwyr B1 2 ac iau: 

An wen Falcon. 

Oedran Uwchradd - 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg 

Unawd Merched B1 7 
i 9: Efa Angharad Cray. 

Deuawd B1 7 i 9: 

Huw a Nel. 

Unawd Merched B1 
10 a dan 19 oed: Manon 
Ogwen Parry. 

Deuawd B1 10 a dan 
19 oed: Manon a Llinos. 


Parti Merched B1 7 i 
9. 

Cor B1 7 i 9. 

Cor Merched B1 13 ac 
iau. 

Alaw Werin B1 7 i 9: 
Nel Rhys Lewis. 

Alaw Werin B1 10 a 
dan 19 oed: Llinos Haf 
Jones. 

Unawd Cerdd Dant B1 
7 i 9: Indeg Melangell 
Evans. 

Deuawd Cerdd Dant 
B1 9 ac iau: Huw a Nel. 

Unawd Cerdd Dant B1 
10 a dan 19 oed: Llinos 
Haf Jones. 

Dawns Werin B1 7 i 9. 

Dawns Werin B1 10 a 
dan 19 oed. 

Llefaru Unigol B1 10 
a dan 19 oed: Tan wen 
Mair Cray. 

Grwp Llefaru B1 10 a 



dan 19 oed. 

Ymgom B1 7 i 9. 

Cyflwyniad Dramatig 
B1 7 i 9. 

Cyflwyniad Dramatig 
B1 10 a dan 19 oed. 

Unawd allan o Sioe 
Gerdd B1 10 a dan 19 
oed: Llinos Haf Jones. 

Hoffwn ddiolch i 
bawb wnaeth cymryd 
rhan yn unrhyw 
Eisteddfod a diolch i 
bawb sydd wedi bod 
wrthi’n gweithio’n galed 
i sicrhau llwyddiant ein 
Heisteddfodau. 

Pob lwc i’r criw fydd 


yn mynd ymlaen i’r 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
ym mis Mai gan obeithio 
gwelwn ni nifer ohonoch 
chi yna. 

Mae beimiadu 
genedlaethol yn yr adran 
Celf a Chrefft yn 
digwydd yn ystod 
gwyliau Pasg ac fe fydd 
canlyniadau llawn yn yr 
erthygl nesaf. 

Os hoffech fwy o 
wybodaeth am 
weithgareddau’r Urdd yn 
yr ardal cysylltwch ar 
geraint@urdd.org. 

Geraint Scott 



B YDD Gigs 
Bach y Fro 
yn dychwelyd 
unwaith eto i 
Benarth ar gyfer 
gig mis Ebrill - 
gyda noson gwych o 
gerddoriaeth gan 
Gareth Bonello a 
Meic Stevens! 
Cynhelir y gig yn y 
Windsor Arms, 
Penarth, ar nos 
Wener Ebrill 24ain, 
gyda’r drysau yn 
agor am 8pm. 

I archebu tocynnau 
(£8 yr un) o flaen llaw, 
cysylltwch a 
ffion@menterbromorgan 
nwg.org neu ffoniwch 
(029) 20689888. 

Caiff y prosiect ei 
drefnu mewn 
partneriaeth rhwng 
Menter Bro Morgannwg 
a Chlwb Ifor Bach, dan 
nawdd Cyngor 
Celfyddydau Cymru. 
Cydnabyddir hefyd 
gefnogaeth BOOM 
Pictures Cymru a 
Chyngor Tref y Barri. 


Angharad 


R oedd hi’n 

anodd peidio 
colli deigryn 
wrth weld y lluniau 
a darllen y 
teyrngedau 
roddwyd yn 
angladd Rhodri 
Miller, y bachgen 
ifanc 17 oed a 
laddwyd gyda’i 
gariad Alesha 
O’Connor a’i ffrind 
Corey Price. 

Doedd hi ddim 
syndod bod cannoedd 
lawer yn gorfod 
ymgynnull tu allan i 
Eglwys Sant Cadog i 
wrando ar y gwasanaeth 
ar uchel seinyddion ac 
roedd gweld y llun o’r 
dair golomen wen a 
ryddhawyd i’r awyr i 
gynrychioli bywydau’r 
tri ifanc yn gwbl 
dorcalonnus - tri oedd 
yn llawn bywyd a 
dyfodol cyffrous o’u 
blaenau wedi eu colli yn 
ddirdynnol a chreulon o 
sydyn. 

Ni wyddom ar hyn o 
bryd union 
amgylchiadau’r 
ddamwain ond mae un 
peth yn sicr - mae’n 
rhaid i bobl ifanc gael 
eu gwarchod yn well 
rhag y peryglon tu 61 
olwyn y car. Dengys yr 
ystadegau yn glir mai 
damweiniau car yw’r 
rheswm pennaf dros 
achosi marwoalethau 
pobl ifanc. 

Yn America mae pob 
talaith erbyn hyn wedi 
cyflwyno trwyddedau 
gyrru graddol i bobl 
ifanc er mwyn eu 
gwarchod. Mae tri cham 
i’r drwydded. Yn ystod 
cam un ceir trwydded lie 
mae’n rhaid cael cyfnod 




penodol o wersi. Ar 61 
pasio’r prawf mae cam 
rhif dau yn gyfnod lie 
nad oes gan y gyrrwr 
ifanc hawl i fynd a 
pherson ifanc yn y car 
gydag ef neu hi a does 
dim hawl i yrru yn y 
tywyllwch. Ar 61 
cyfnod o tua blwyddyn 
wedyn gellid hawlio 
trwydded lawn. Yn sgil 
cyflwyno’r trwyddedau 
graddol fe laddwyd 59% 
yn llai o bobl ifanc 17 
oed. 

Yma, ym 1983 daeth 
y ddeddf i rym yn 
mynnu fod pawb yn 
gwisgo gwregys 
diogelwch. Cyflwynwyd 
deddfau yfed a gyrru 
llym er mwyn atal 
damweiniau a 
marwolaethau; codwyd 
rhwystrau ffyrdd ac 
uchafswm gyrru o 20 
milltir yr awr ar ffyrdd 
poblog - yn enwedig yn 
agos i ysgolion. Ac fe 
warchodir plant bach 
wrth fynnu eu bod yn 
eistedd mewn seddi 
pwrpasol. 

Onid yw hi’n bryd 
felly i’n pobl ifanc ni 
gael eu gwarchod 
hefyd? Ac efallai mai’r 
modd orau bosib i gofio 
am y tri ifanc o’r Barri 
fyddai ysgogiad i greu 
deddf newydd yn eu 
henw nhw. 


SER EIRY 


B lwyddyn 

Newydd Dda! 
Mae’r 

flwyddyn astrolegol 
yn dechrau ar 
Fawrth 21 - gydag 
-ARIES. 

Arwydd cyntaf y 
Sidydd. Arwydd tan o 
dan reolaeth y planed 
Mawrth. 

Mae hyn y golygu 
eich bod yn arweinydd 
naturiol ac yn casau 
dilyn pobl eraill. Mi 
fyddwch yn disgleirio 
mewn sefyllfa o 
awdurdod neu fel 
trefnydd. Gwell gyda chi 
bob amser ddilyn eich 
trywydd eich hunan, ac 
yn eich amser eich 
hunan. Mae tuedd 
ynnoch chi weithiau i 
anwybyddu anghenion 
pobl eraill gan eich bod 
yn canoblwyntio cymaint 
ar eich anghenion eich 
hunan. 

Ond weithiau bydd yr 
holl hunan hyder ‘na yn 
cuddio rhywfaint o 


ansicrwydd. Rydych 
chi’n ddewr iawn, yn 
llawn ynni, ac yn llawer 
iawn o hwyl mewn 
cwmni. Rych chi wrth 
eich bodd gyda her ym 
mhob peth, ac os nad 
yw'r her yno gallwch 
ddiflasu a cholli 
diddordeb. Rydych chi'n 
anibynnol iawn. Yn 
berson gonest, yn llawn 
brwdfrydedd. Rydych chi 
braidd yn ddiamynedd 
gyda thymer wyllt 
sydyn, ond mi fyddwch 
chi’n anghofio’n gyflym 
a fyddwch chi byth yn 
dal dig. 

Eich bai mwyaf yw 
eich hunanoldeb, a’r 
duedd i anghofio 
ystyried pobl eraill. 
Mae’n gas gyda chi 
ufuddhau i eraill gan fod 
gyda chi fam bendant am 
bob peth. 

ARIES ENWOG: 
Ann Clwyd, 

Joe Calzaghe 
Sion Eirian, 
Dafydd Wigley, 
Cerys Matthews. 



Suzanne Carpenter 


Twitter: @MIBroMorgannwg • Facebook: Menter Bro Morgannwg 
Ebost: ffion@menterbromorgannwg.org Ffon: (029) 20689888 www.menterbromorgannwg.org 
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Cinderella sparkles, but offers few surprises 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 
@GEMScreenTalk 


I T seems as if, 
having 

exhausted the 
possibilities of 
sequels, 

Hollywood’s latest, 
uncreative attempt 
to empty 
cinemagoers’ 
pockets is bringing 
animated fairytales 
to life. 

Last year’s 
Maleficent was a 
retelling of the Sleeping 
Beauty story, told from 
the titular villain’s 
perspective, and while 
the critical response was 
mixed, box office 
success meant that 
cinemas will likely be 


heaving with animated 
characters coming to 
life. 

The latest is 
Cinderella, directed by 
Kenneth Branagh; it 
tells the story of Ella 
(Lily James), who, 
when her father passes 
away, find herself at the 
mercy of her cruel 
stepmother (played by 
Cate Blanchett) and her 
step sisters (Sophie 
McShera and Holliday 
Grainger). But when 
she meets a prince 
(Richard Madden), her 
life seems set to change, 
especially when she’s 
being watched over by a 
fairy godmother 
(Helena Bonham 
Carter)... 


As noted in the 
opening paragraph, it 
seems a little creatively 
redundant to remake 
animation into live- 
action, cashing in on the 
goodwill of the original 
with only a modicum of 
an upgrade being 
offered by the 
filmmakers, and it’s a 
charge that can be 
levelled at Cinderella 
here. 

You shouldn’t go into 
this film expecting the 
storybook to be ripped 
up, but while lacking 
any real surprises, the 
finished product exudes 
enough charm and 
goodwill that you will 
find yourself pleasantly 
surprised but not blown 


away. Giving Kenneth 
Branagh the director’s 
chair was an idea that is 
as good on paper as it is 
in practice; while 
seemingly ‘only’ a 
purveyor of 
Shakespeare on film, 
Thor showed that 
Branagh had enough 
skill and ambition to 
paint on grander 
canvasses, and so it 
goes here. 

Visually, the film is 
sumptuous to look at, a 
great deal of credit 
going to legendary 
production designer 
Dante Ferretti, who 
strikes the balance 
between overly stylish 
(the palace sets) and 
worn (Ella’s family 



INTO YOUR 
GARDEN V 
THIS EASTER 



BEAUTIFUL RANGE IN CANE SUITES 
from £499 inc free local delivery 


SUPERB RANGE OF 

TOPIARY (INDOOR/OUTDOOR) 

from £14.99 


NEW RANGE OF GLAZED 
POTS FOR 2015! 
from £4.99 


WATER FEATURES 
from £34.99 inc pumps 
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home), and gives 
Branagh the perfect 
tools. 

He handles the pace 
of the story well, and 
adds that much-required 
Disney sparkle to 
proceedings, even if it 
occasionally threatens 
to drift towards overt 
schmaltz, but young or 
old will savour the 
beauty of the film’s 
look. 

Adapted by Chris 
Weitz (who, trivia time, 
co-wrote American 
Pie), the films stays 
slavishly devoted to its 
source material; there 
are a few little tweaks 
here and there, most 
notably the lack of any 
musical numbers which 
grounds the film, but 
it’s still the nuts, bolts 
and plenty more besides 
of the beloved fairytale. 

Given how strait¬ 
laced and earnest it 
feels in places, you 
need a cast who can get 
past that and prevent the 
characters from being 
annoying and across the 
board the turns are well- 
executed. 

Lily James isn’t dealt 
the best of hands as Ella 
starts out a little too 
simpering, but James’ 


performance soon locks 
into place and she 
makes for a grounded 
lead, believable as a 
princess but, more 
importantly, believable 
as a character. 

Opposite her, Richard 
Madden plays the 
prince shorn of 
pomposity and, sadly, 
character; there’s not 
that much for Madden 
to do other than be 
dashing and charming, 
which he does well, but 
there’s little meat for 
him to get into, and he 
doesn't feel as 
intrinsically a part of 
the narrative as you 
would want. 

The ace card would 
seemingly be casting 
Cate Blanchett, and her 
haughty, ice cold 1950s- 
esque glamour, as the 
cruel stepmother. 

But while she 
attempts to get a bit 
more juice out of the 
character, she doesn’t 
devour the role and 
seems a little subdued 
when a larger 
performance would 
have been more fun (see 
Glenn Close in 101 
Dalmatians), a role that 
falls to Sophie McShera 
and Holliday Grainger 


as the evil stepsisters 
who attack their roles 
with relish. 

Ultimately, 

Cinderella is something 
of a ‘meh’ film; it’s 
hardly essential 
viewing, but if you do 
watch it you’ll be 
charmed though not at 
all surprised. 

It’s a faithful telling 
of the fairy tale for the 
21st century, but doesn’t 
have the wit or edge to 
really resonate with the 
audience - especially 
when the original, 
animated film is just a 
DVD or download 
away. 

VERDICT: A 

pleasant viewing 
experience that looks 
lovely, Cinderella 
doesn’t do any more 
than that. A good cast 
do a good job, Kenneth 
Branagh’s direction 
(and Dante Ferretti’s 
production design) give 
it that magical gloss, 
but anyone hoping for 
anything more than you 
find in the original will 
be disappointed. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: 101 
Dalmatians (1996), 
Maleficent (2014). 


Dyffryn Gardens 
opens up for free! 


ON April 17, 
Dyffryn Gardens in 
the Vale is throwing 
open its doors to 
visitors for free - as 
part of RHS 
National Gardening 
Week, and to get 
families outdoors 
and celebrating 
spring. 

They are joining in 
with RHS week to 
celebrate all things 
horticultural. 

Geraldine Donovan, 
general manager at 
Dyffryn Gardens, said: 
“It’s a great way to let 
people who haven’t 
visited us before see 
what Dyffryn and the 
National Trust is all 


about. You can explore 
our enormous gardens 
and arboretum, have a 
go at some crafts inside 
the mansion and 
officially wave goodbye 
to the cold and hello to 
the spring.” 

National Gardening 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw 

number D872. 

• £2,000: 576853 . 

# The rollover, 
which now stands at 


Week was launched four 
years ago by the RHS. 
This is the first year that 
Dyffryn will be taking 
part. 

www.nationaltrust.or 

g.uk/dyfrryn-gardens. 


£7,500 was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 721075, 
580471,193491,262633, 
344528,419698,542417, 
770441,987225,262735, 
695240,993924,271232, 
368395,704099,606282, 
543272,880068,767593, 
1798. 

• £5: 621448, 
416725,307365,699117, 
799231,814767,500997, 
715301,421664,483106, 
320633,545497,278727, 
435279, 249957, 
198989,550553,897126, 
256093,181778,487410, 
417516,927315,278076, 
898214,430112,570483, 
219012,235284,963354, 
942384,862640,750917, 
412511,122048,868241, 
838916,837939,788482, 
577528,503250,108702, 
512714,726151,943539, 
371996,289753,100418, 
478402,341868,461216, 
437007,522700,767744, 
681869, 504886, 232, 
840,487,1229. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Marie Curie 
Swimathon 
challenge 


SWIMATHON, the 
world’s biggest 
annual fundraising 
swim is back for 
2015 and swimmers 
across the country 
are poised to take to 
one of the over 600 
participating pools 
and raise vital funds 
for Marie Curie. 

Taking place across 
the weekend of April 17- 
19, this year’s event is set 
to be the biggest yet, said 
Marie Curie community 


fundraiser, Karen Jones. 

She is encouraging 
residents to put on their 
swimsuits and head 
down to their local pool 
to take on the Swimathon 
c hallenge. 

Swimmers can 

challenge themselves to 
the 5k, 2.5k or 1.5k 
individual or team 5k, or 
1.5k swims and raise 
funds for Marie Curie. 

Swimathon entries are 
open until April 15. 
Register at 

Swimathon.org or call 
0845 36 700 36. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


TEXTILE SHOW IN BRIDGEND 


A FREE Threads of Bridgend Textile Exhibition is being held until April 4 
from 930am - 4pm at Carnegie House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend. 

A workshop will be held alongside the exhibition to create embroidery hoop 
art that will be curated into a display in the town centre. 
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Out and About at Easter with The GEM 


Easter services 


Methodist Church Holy Week 
and Easter services in Barry: 

Maundy Thursday (April 2), 
10.30am - 12 noon, at Cross way 
Methodist Church - children’s Frozen 
activity with an Easter theme for 
children aged 5-11. 

At 7pm, in Saint David’s - 
‘Tenebrae’, a service of light and 
shadows with Holy Communion. 

Good Friday, The Gathering Place 
church and community centre, 10-12 
noon, children’s Frozen activity with 
Easter theme for children aged 4-11. 

At 12 noon, the Methodist churches 
will be joining with ‘The Churches of 
Barry’ on the Walk of Witness; 2pm - 


3 pm, Saint David’s Methodist Church 
opens for prayer and quiet. 2pm - 3 
pm, a joint service of quiet meditation 
led by The Church in Wales and the 
Methodist Church, at Tathan Parish 
Church, Saint Athan. 

Easter Day (Sunday, April 5) - 
6.30am Sun-Rise Service, by the sea 
front, Barry Island. Easter Services at 
Saint David’s and Cadoxton - 9.45am; 
The Gathering Place church and The 
Waterfront Church, 10.30am, 
Crossway and Saint John 11am. All 
services with Holy Communion. 

Contact the ministers on 01446 
406262, or 01446 678730 for further 
details. 


me Highwayman Inw 


Open all day Good Friday, 

Easter Saturday & Easter Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Monday 




MEALS SERVED 
EVERY DAY 

We are open for 
breakfasts on Saturdays 
9am to 12 midday 



OVER 60s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday 12 noon - 3pm 
Just a small example: m 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chips f* 

6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, 
Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 
Booking advisable for Easter Sunday, 5th April 

OUTDOOR AL FRESCO DINING 

Secure Play Area 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
* Free Transport to & from Rhoose village available 

Nurston, Nr. Rhoose 
Tel 01446 710205 
www.highwayman-pub.com 


WHAT’S ON 


Barry services 

Today, Maundy 
Thursday the 
congregations of St 
Paul’s, Merthyr Dyfan 
and St Cadoc’s are 
joining with St Mary’s 
Holton Road, Barry, at 
7pm, to commemorate 
the Last Supper on the 
night before Jesus’s 
crucifixion. 

On Good Friday, all 
the churches of Barry 
lead the Christian ‘Walk 
of Witness’, departing 
from the Parade 
Gardens at 12 noon 
with a service on King’s 
Square at 1.30pm. The 
story of the Passion is 
told at Merthyr Dyfan 
Church at 10am and St 
Paul’s at 3.15pm. 

On Holy Saturday 
(April 4) the first Mass 
of Easter will be held 
this year at St Cadoc’s 
Church, Cadoxton, at 
8pm. Easter Sunday’s 
services to celebrate 
Easter Day are 8.45am 
at Merthyr Dyfan 
Church and 10am at St 
Paul’s Hall. 

Another 

Foodbank 

A new Foodbank 
centre opens in the 
Ogmore Valley today 
(Thursday, April 2) at 
Horeb Chapel, Dinam 
Terrace, Nantymoel. 
Opening hours are 
11am - lpm. 

Easter egg 
challenge 

COSMESTON and 
Porthkerry Country 
Parks will be hosting 
their annual Easter 
egg hunts every day 
this weekend. 

All are welcome 
from tomorrow, April 
3 - 6, to find the Easter 
egg posts and answer 10 
questions. 

Maps and question 
sheets can be collected 
from the visitor centre 
at Cosmeston, or the 
golf hut at Porthkerry. 

Rangers are hoping 
to match the success of 
last year’s hunt, which 




4? 




YOU AlUl PERSONALLY INVITED TO 

meet (BEWDEBIM (BCIDEUDIEKJIDAY 

STAR OF THE SILENT SCREEN 


at the 


MYSTERY EVENINC 

MGN Studios 
The Main Hall 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Friday 24 th April 2015 
7.00 for 7:30 pm 

Tickets £17.5 (includes 3 course meal) 

Tickets from school office or 

ring 01446 796798 or 796737 or email pennys@uwclub.net 


saw over 500 families 
taking part to win some 
Easter goodies. 

Entry is any time 
between 10am and 
3.30pm and costs £2.50 
per person. All children 
must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

For more 
information, call 
Porthkerry on 01446 
733589 or Cosmeston 
on 02920 701678, or 
email 

Porthkerry @ valeofglam 
organ.gov.uk or 
cosmestonlakes @ valeof 
glamorgan.gov.uk. 

YFC county 
field day 

ON Saturday (April 4) 
Ashdown Fencing will 
be supporting 
Glamorgan YFC at 
the county field day 
fence erecting 
competition. 

It will be donating 
and presenting the 
Ashdown Fencing Ltd 
perpetual shield. 

Richard Taylor 
(owner and founder of 
Ashdown) will be 
judging the competition 
and also the junior 
fencing competition. 

He will present 
triumph shields, 
donated by Ashdown to 
the winning junior 
team. 

County field day 
takes place at Amelia 
Trust Farm, Five Mile 
Lane. Results and 
awards for the day will 
be revealed and 
presented at The Three 
Horse Shoes, Moulton. 



Acts are confirmed 
for this year’s Food 
and Drink Festival 


THE entertainment 
line-up for this 
year’s Cowbridge 
Food and Drink 
Festival is filling up 
fast and promises to 
get the new-look 
event off with a 
bang. 

Local musicians 
Emily Langford, Finding 
Fiona, Lauren England 
and Seafall Lite are 
among those who have 
signed up to entertain 
the crowds in the food 
court - just one of the 
new features in the 
rejuvenated festival. 

Each artist will have 
dedicated slots to 
perform throughout the 
festival, which this year 
takes place over the 
Bank Holiday weekend, 
May 24-25. 

Classically trained 
Emily Langford, 21 
from Cowbridge, has 
appeared on Alan Carr’s 
The Singer Takes It All 
on Channel 4, and will 
be performing a 
selection of musical 
theatre and jazz 
standards. She said: “I 
think the new format for 
the festival and opening 
up the stage for local 
performers is great and 
I’m really looking 
forward to performing.” 

Seafall Lite, a jazz- 
tinged acoustic band 
based in Llantwit Major 
and Cardiff, and 
contemporary three 
piece band Finding 
Fiona - made up of 
Sarah Edwards, guitarist 
Rob Holt and pianist 
Rob Fry - and solo 


07ie 

FONTYGARY ^ 
INN 



6mm 


_ Gome tC enjoy 
Gastei * loith m 


Open all day during the holidays 
for delicious home cooked food 

Good Friday 12-9pm, Saturday 10am-9pm, 

Easter Sunday 10-4pm & Bank Holiday Monday 12-9pm. 


Children’s 
MEAL DEALS 

available 

Traditional 
SUNDAY LUNCH 

served 12-4pm 

Thursday 
Night is 
CURRY NIGHT 

Get £2 off all home 
made curry meals 


3 Course 
LUNCH Mon-Sat 

Only £9.95 

BREAKFAST 

Served Saturday & 
Sunday 10am-12noon 

Live 

ENTERTAINMENT 

on Friday & Saturday 
evenings & karaoke on 
Sunday night 


NEW CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA 

Fully enclosed with a new activity centre 

Visit our Facebook page or our website 
www.FONTYGARYINN.com 

to keep informed of all our offers, entertainment and menus. 

Fonmon Road, Rhoose Tel. 01446 711221 


female vocalist Lauren 
England, will also 
perform across the 
weekend. 

With 100 exhibitors, 
top name demonstrators 
and the new spring date, 
the Festival is expecting 
record breaking visitor 
numbers giving all the 
confirmed acts the 
chance to perform to 
tens of thousands of 
people. 

Speaking about the 
new Festival format, 
Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival 
Chairman, John Davies, 
said: “Offering the stage 
to local performers and 
giving them the 
opportunity to reach 
such a large and varied 
audience is our way of 
giving something back 
to the community and is 
just one of the many 
improvements we’ve 
made.” 


There is still 
availability for local 
performers wanting to 
take to the stage at this 
year’s festival. 

To find out how you 
can get involved, contact 
Festival Manager Polly 
Wilson on 07875 
290428, email 
info @ cowbridgefoodand 
drink.org. Full details 
about the show and the 
complete line-up can be 
found on the website 
www.cowbridgefoodand 
drink.org. 

Tickets for the 
festival - which cost £5 
per day or £8 for the 
weekend - can be 
purchased online for the 
first time, with a 10 per 
cent discount on all pre¬ 
sale tickets. Children 12 
years and under go free. 

This year’s 
Cowbridge Food & 
Drink Festival takes 
place on May 24-25. 


COTTRELL PARK GOLF RESORT 

on the A48 at ST NICHOLAS 

hosts an 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

in the warmth of 

TYLERS CABIN’ and the CONSERVATORY 

on 

Saturday 4th April 

Refreshments available to purchase 
from the clubhouse. 

OPEN 10 am to 4 pm 
Entrance £1.00; Children FREE 


OCEAN 

LOUNGE 

. PORTHKERRY 
EASTER 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Starts Good Friday 3rd April 
KARAOKE every Friday 
Saturday 4th April ★ 

REBECCA ALEXANDER 

Excellent Comedy Act 
Easter Sunday 5th April 

STEVE WELSH 

Outstanding Vocal Entertainer 
Saturday 11th April 

DAVID RHYS MORRIS 

Exciting Vocal Entertainment 

BINGO Saturday Evenings 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

in the Ocean Bar lounge £6.95 
(2 Course £8.95) 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

Sellers in 1 lam. Buyers 12 noon. 

SITE SHOP NOW OPEN 

Porthkerry Leisure Park, 
Rhoose CF62 3ZP 
(01446)710362/711538 

Open: Friday 7pm - 12pm. 

Saturday 12 noon - 4pm & 7pm - midnight. 
Sunday 12 noon - 4pm. 
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Vale church hosts service 
for the Lord Lieutenant 


Pictures by 

HEATHER MARCH 


THE Lord Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan, Dr Peter Beck and the 
Lieutenancy, held their annual service at 
St Andrew’s Church, St Andrew’s Major. 

The sermon was preached by the Rector, Rev 
Andrew James and prayers were led by the Chaplain 
to the Lieutenancy, Rev Canon Stewart Lisk. 

A reception followed at Garnhill House by kind 
invitation of Mrs Cicily Green and family. 



Mr Colin and Mrs Jones of Barry. 



Lord Lieutenant Dr Peter Beck and Mrs 
Beck arrive at the church. 


Bowls open day 

THE chairman and committee members 
at Rhoose Bowling Club are looking 
forward to an exciting year at the club in 
Celtic Way. 

To start off their 25th anniversary events an open 
day will be held on Saturday, April 11, from 2pm to 
5pm. 

A number of coaches will be on hand ready to 
help anyone interested in learning to play the 
wonderfully relaxing game of bowls. 

The club will provide the bowls so all you need is 
a flat pair of shoes. Families are especially invited as 
this is a sport for all ages. 

JH 



Dr Ian Campell of Penarth, Mr Chris Brain of Peterston-super- 
Ely and the High Sheriff of South Glamorgan, 

Mr David Jenkins of Barry. 



Colonel Kevin Davies of Cowbridge with retired Lord Lieutenant 
Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards and Mr Barrie Davies of 
Barry. 


NATURE RESERVE 
WINS £375 GRANT 


CWMTALWG Local Nature 
Reserve, Barry has been 
awarded a £375 grant, thanks 
to a scheme by Keep Wales 
Tidy and Tesco. 

Volunteers were “thrilled” to hear 
they’d been successful in applying for 
the All Wales Grant which they will 
use to improve the paths in the reserve 

Community groups, schools and 
charitable organisations across Wales 
were asked to apply to the All Wales 
Grant Scheme from November 2014, 
with grants of £100 - £500 available to 
help them with their very own green 


initiatives. 

Anne Bryan from The Cwmtalwg 
Woodlands Residents Group said: 
“The group are very pleased to have 
this grant from Keep Wales Tidy which 
will pay for materials to improve the 
paths in this small green oasis on the 
edge of Barry. We would like more 
volunteers to help with the work, and 
any individuals or organisations who 
are interested in volunteering will be 
very welcome.” 

More information on the project can 
be found at 

www.cwmtalwg woods .co.uk. 


WHAT A WHOPPER! 

TONY JAMES, a local 
postman from Barry, 
caught this 5lb haddock 
in Porthkerry Bay from 
his own boat Bluefin on 
March 10. The fish, 
which more than doubles 
the current Welsh boat 
record of 2lb 3oz caught 
off Swansea in 1996, is 
an extremely rare catch 
for the channel and is the 
first one Tony has caught, 
or seen, in 35 years 
fishing this area. 



MPN’s best in Wales 
for the fourth time! 



LOCAL home improvement 
company, MPN Windows, has 
once again been named ‘best 
in Wales’ for customer 
satisfaction, meaning the 
family-run company has now 
collected this award an 
impressive four times! 

MPN’s trophy comes from the 
independent window installers’ 
organisation Network VEKA, a 
unique, sectoral standards 
organisation that only accepts the very 
best, most professional window and 
door companies, and then makes sure 
they stay the best. 

All prospective members undergo 
rigorous vetting before being accepted 
and must agree to regular audits and 
training. In this way, Network VEKA 
can be so confident in the quality of 


its members’ work that every one is 
able to offer the organisation’s ten 
year insurance-backed guarantee. 

The results are calculated from the 
customer satisfaction feedback of 
nearly 16,000 households across 
Britain and Ireland: every customer of 
every member company for the whole 
year. 

The trophy was presented at 
Network VEKA’s AGM in Stratford- 
upon-Avon, by the organisation’s 
brand ambassador, Steve Davis. 

The six times world snooker 
champion told the MPN team: “As a 
Network VEKA member, you are 
competing against the best of the 
best - so to win ‘best in Wales’ for a 
fourth time really is a fantastic 
achievement. 

“Your customers obviously 
appreciate all your hard work,” he 
added.” 


Carpenter Sian 
achieves a dream 
on building site 



THE former Vale Magistrates 
Court at Barry has 
transformed carpenter Sian 
Bridge’s life through her 
involvement with the Newydd 
Housing redevelopment 
project. 

This time last year, she was a trainee 
carpenter, desperate for an opportunity 
to get a foot in the door in a 
traditionally male-dominated industry. 

However, following a week’s 
placement on site with contractor Jehu 
Project Services Limited, where she 
worked alongside carpenters from 
local sub contractor Jones and Ryle, 

Sian’s commitment and hard work 
was rewarded with a part time job, that 
later turned into full time employment. 

Throughout the year of the project, 
Sian was not only able to build on her 
training and continue her 
qualifications, but she also became 
sought after as a role model for girls 
considering the industry as a career. 

She participated in an ‘interview the 


site staff’ session with St Helens 
Primary School pupils, and planned 
and delivered a carpentry workshop 
session on site for local women. 

Formerly based in Cardiff, Sian has 
now moved to live with her family in 
Barry. 

Jehu Project Services site manager 
Nyron Wood, who oversaw the 
construction of the development, 
handed over a gift of equipment to 
support Sian in her future career. 

Bernie Mark, Jehu’s corporate 
social responsibility and training 
coordinator, said: “Sian was offered a 
work experience placement and really 
made the most of the opportunity. 

“She has demonstrated that it is 
possible for women to work 
successfully in the male-dominated 
field of construction trades, a positive 
message, both for women interested in 
a similar career, and an encouragement 
to other employers to consider female 
applicants.” 
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• UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • 


HUGE SPRING SALE 






UP TO 


ur iu j 

50 % 

OFF 


THIS APRIL 

AT MPN WINDOWS YOU CAN 
EXPECT QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS STANDARD: 

THE WORLD FAMOUS VEKA SUPER EFFICIENT A RATED 
WINDOWS & DOORS THAT SAVES YOU MONEY ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE. 


• Energy A rated das* 

• High a*r.inty $ point tote ioctong 
Mechanene fitted to the opwitn 

• IraUJUixn by our aipanmcnd instMtara 
wtti c*»r 200 y**fi eoeperttnee 
fcetwean thm. 

• Mftlfti jitjr home Uok amulng 

• Removal and dKpmaJ r# cmtirfj wndotrc 


• Better energy EITciefiqr 

• Hfittfv nnw nKfcirbon 

• Batter decuity 

• Batter ruvoan on energy WB 

• Reduced heat tees ant oonteriaUcit 

• low Turfminrr /Omn VHci Wn:trw fniri 

• CornpEbdie pricing Wifi wo Nddae coat 

• Local famtf crwmd cenparry since 1l>>4 


k 

Hi 

J—I f 


Speci.al Offer 
Dream Door 
Front C 599 
Back £550 
Fully Fitted 


[ 3MX3N 

£ 29.27 

l jmimwi wurrmucA^Miwcivva 

4MX8B 

QNBWWI«IiirTBICAiWIftaei 

mm £ 33.62 

3MX3N « £ 36.52 

1 BWBWWMWirrfTItWNUWUWllWM 

IMXII 

[ SMDWwrwurrrnifCA. wumvma 

*■ £ 39.43 

CMX4N 

DVDVm *AI) fTTH PC WLTWC PW3 

«om £ 48.16 




UP TO 50% OFF THIS APRIL 

Number of Windows 

1mfc 

4 WINDOWS 

AW S3E, MAX 1 CPfFfR N4HTF UPVC 

fmmi £5.69 

5 WINDOWS 

AIW 92E. MAX 10P9£R WtMTE UPVC 

mm £7.11 

6WMD0WS 

ANV 92L. MAX 1 CPMP WKMITE UPVC 

mm £8.53 

7 WIDOWS 

ANT 37H . MAX 1 CPttfR N W1E UPVC 

*"* £9.96 

1 WIDOWS 

ANY 9ZL MAX 1 OPENER ftWMTEUPVC 

£11.38 

1 WIDOWS 

ANY SHF. MAX 1 OPENER IN WHTF UPVC 

r*m £12.80 

10 WIDOWS 

AJW9ZL MAX 1 OPENER iNVAITT UPVC 

£14.22 

UP TO 50% OFF THIS APRIL 

Door Coat per Week. 

COMPOSITE DOOR 

mm £2.76 

COMPOSITE DOOR 
■TOiNHie* 

£3.18 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 
IttQCfiBt 

mm £4.06 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 
iwmmm 

mm £4.93 

COMPOSITE DOOR WITH 
isuustwmhwbwi 

nom £5.38 

OARAGE LOFT CONVERSIONS 

fmm £21.80 

Our qu*IHy Duo compokitr door 

* nr* 54% thick wr thmi HUndard 1 

OPEN 9AM TO 9PN 

• 7 DAYS A WEEK 


WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

^ AWARDED BEST DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VEKA 


YEARS 


SHOWROOMS at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL. ainomk odors 

Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP. ■■ q U 

TEL: CARDIFF 02920 508770 • BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 • BARRY: 01446 439212 IYI ■ Va IW 
E-mail: mpnwindows@aol.com • www.mpnwindows.com * cowarwronig 

$t k Op*n Ram to 9pm • 7 days a weafc • Pbon* hoes opes 24fell 7days a woe* I J *fttujorkr~"]n 

• UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • 


UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF • UP TO 50% OFF 
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02920 373712 
enquiries@pablack.co.uk 
pablack.co.uk 

Coming soon to Cowbridge High Street... 

- Dedicated staff with a combined experience of overlOO years in the property industry 

- HD film of your home 

- Professional photography 

- Enhanced listings on both Rightmove & Zoopla, the UK’s two biggest property portals 

- Listing in ‘Distinctive’ magazine 



Delivering a distinctive service for distinctive homes 



Old Beaupre Castle Cowbridge 

• A medieval fortified manor house 

• Set in about 6.376 acres 

• Includes the grade I listed castle 

• 5 bedrooms 

• 4 reception rooms 

• EPC-E 

£1,250,000 



Eastgate Cowbridge 

• Short walk onto Cowbridge high 
street 

• Recently refurbished 

• Garage & studio accessed by 
private lane 

• 3 bedrooms 

£555,000 



Contact us today for a free, no obligation 
market appraisal of your property 
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www.brinsons.co.uk 

01446 771 777 


BRINSONS 



New Barn £550,000 

• Quality smallholding 

• Four bedrooms 

• Four acres & stables 

• EPC Rating - C 



Castle-upon-Alun £695pcm 


• Shorthold tenancy 

• Minimum 6 months 

• Countryside Location 

• EPC Rating -TBC 



Gileston £430,000 

• Detached dwelling 

• Six bedrooms 

• Three receptions 

• EPC Rating - C 



Llanmaes £615,000 

• Detached bungalow 

• Separate annex 

• C.4.46 acre paddock 

• EPC Rating - E 



Cowbridge £320,000 

• Detached property 

• Three bedrooms 

• Prime location 

• EPC Rating - D 



Boverton £ 179,950 

• Grade II listed Cottage 

• Two bedrooms 

• Large private garden 

• EPC Rating - E 



Llantwit Major £245,950 

• Tea Rooms unaffected 

• I st floor flat included 

• Potential rents c.£ 15,000 pa 

• EPC Rating - E 



Llantwit Major £385,000 

• Detached & extended 

• Five bedrooms 

• Rural views 

• EPC Rating - E 



Cowbridge £285,000 

• End of terrace 

• Three bedrooms 

• Off road parking 

• EPC Rating - D 


Bonvilston 


£525,000 


Detached home 
Four bedrooms 
Three receptions 
EPC Rating - C 


West Aberthaw p.o.a 

• 17.5 acres of land 

• Informal tenders 
by 12.00 pm Friday 
17th April ‘15 


Southerndown 


p.o.a 


Open Viewing Thursday 
2nd April, I I am - I pm 
Informal tenders by 
12.00 pm I st May ‘ 15 


67 High Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AF 


SO High Street, Uandaff, Cardiff CF5 2DZ 
Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 1NX 


T:029 2056 6430 
T:029 2086 7711 


t rightmove 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 8 April 2015 


Vale of Glamorgan Council 


Hafod Housing Association Newydd Housing Association 


Wales and West Housing Association 


homes4 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


CAERPHILLY CLOSE, DINAS POWYS 


H4U Reference 1093114 

Suitable for a 
family meeting the 
maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £100.02 per week 



COLLEGE ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 205428 

Pref. given to a larger 
family meeting the 
maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bed parlour house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £100.66 per week 
including water charges 


CWRT HORTOP, BARRY 


H4Ur 


J reference 112633 

Suitable for a family 
I meeting the maximum 
| occupancy requirement 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• Second floor (no lift) 

• Double glazing 

• Gas central heating 

• Parking 

| Rent £82.63 per week 
| including service charges 


EAST VIEW, LLANDOW 



H4U Reference 232548 

Suitable for a 
family meeting the 
maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Solid fuel heating 
Rent £106.89 per week 
including water charges 


FAIROAKS, DINAS POWYS 


H4U Reference 230708 

Suitable for a single 
person or couple over 60 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Alarm and warden 
Rent £107.87 per week 
including alarm, water 
and warden charges 


FAIROAKS, DINAS POWYS 


H4U Reference 230760 

Suitable for a single 
person or couple over 60 

• One-bed bungalow 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Warden and alarm 
Rent £94.73 per week 
including alarm, water 
and warden charges 


HILLARY RISE, BARRY 


H4U Reference 212081 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £98.10 per week 
including water charges 


MERGANSER COURT, BARRY 


H4U Reference 1008953 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Gas central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Enclosed garden 
Rent £101.46 per week 
including service charge 




Priority to 
applicants with a 
medical priority 




NORTH WALK, BARRY 


H4U Reference 217770 


S Suitable for a single 
person or couple over 
40-no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 
• First floor 
• Central heating 
• Double-glazing 
Rent £91.02 per week 
including water charges 


SHAKESPEARE ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 223200 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £98.63 per week 
including water charges 


OSPREY COURT, BARRY § PLAS ESSYLT, DINAS POWYS 


■ H4U Reference 1087747 

Suitable for a single 
person or couple and 
applicants with mobility 
issues 

• One-bedroom flat 
• Ground floor 
• Gas central heating 
• Double-glazing 
Rent £80.74 per week 
including service charge 


I 


Priority to 
applicants with a 
medical priority 


H4U Reference 231647 

Suit, for applicants over 
55 meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Two-bed bungalow 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Warden and alarm 

• Gardens 

Rent £106.25 per week 
including alarm, water and 
warden charges 


STRATFORD GREEN, BARRY 


H4U Reference 225466 



Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £103.48 per week 
including water charges 


ST TEILO’S AVENUE, BARRY 



Preference given to 
applicants requiring 
adaptations present 
in property 


H4U Reference 225387 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Wet room extension 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £104.87 per week 
including water charges 



Reference 247610 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 
Rent £86.93 per week 
including water charges 


TREHARNE ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 226513 

Suitable for a single 
person or couple 

• One-bedroom flat 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Communal gardens 

Rent £81.22 per week 
including water charges 


Are you a council tenant who has been 
affected by the bedroom tax? 


Would you like to discuss your options? 

If so, call our Money Advice Line on 01446 709312 for 
constructive, impartial advice. 

This number is not a bidding line for properties in this advert. 


TY GWENFO, BARRY 




Reference 1007687 
Suitable for a single 
person or couple over 
30-no pets 

• One-bedroom flat 

• Third floor (no lift) 

• Gas central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Communal door 
Rent £83.23 per week 
including service charge 


WESTBURY CLOSE, BARRY 



H4U Reference 227983 

Suitable for a family 
meeting the maximum 
occupancy requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Central heating 

• Double-glazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £99.42 per week 
including water charges 


You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any of these homes. 

When bidding for more than one property you will be asked to state your 
order of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith and are believed 
to be correct but any potential tenant should satisfy themselves as to 
their correctness. 

Newydd is a charitable housing association. 



VALE ol GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


Visit the HOMES4U web page to 
wiew homes available now 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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Do you live or work in the 
Vale of Glamorgan? 

Are you a first time buyer? 

Want to own a home of your own but 
unable to afford market prices? 

Look no further, home ownership 
could be within reach. 


St Canna’s Green, Llangan 


Low-cost homeownership opportunity 

Two bedroom houses for sale for £112,000 
(70% of market value) 


Image for illustrative purposes only 


To be eligible for the scheme you must: 

• be over 18 and a first time buyer; 

• live and/or have worked in the Vale of 
Glamorgan for at least six months (a local 
lettings and sales policy will apply); 

• be able to access a mortgage and manage 
the long-term financial commitment of 
owning a home; and 

• have access to a deposit, usually a minimum 
five percent (5%) of the property value. 

_ VALE of GLAMORGAN 


For further information and application packs, contact the Council’s Housing Strategy 
Team on .uk. 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/aspire2own 


BRO MORGANNWG 


NOW FINISHED 


with show home to view. 


Rhoose Lifeguards news 


COMPETITORS 
from Rhoose 

Lifeguard Club 
recently headed to 
the Royal Life 
Saving Society’s 
(RLSS UK) most 
prestigious sporting 
event - the National 
Speed 
Championships 
2015 held the 
London Aquatic 
Centre, the venue of 
the London 

Olympics. 

The team joined some 
of the UK’s leaders in 


lifesaving sport and 
members from GB and 
Northern Ireland teams 
to fight it out for the title 
of ‘national champion’ in 
a number of the 
competition events. 

Each year more than 
500 athletes are pushed 
to the limits in events 
including Super 

Lifesaver, Manikin Carry 
and Line Throw, to name 
a few. 

Team manager, Simon 
Perry, said: “This is the 
highlight of the sporting 
calendar for us and we 
had been training 
tirelessly in preparation 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge club for March 30: 

1st Tony Ratcliff & Trish Tracy 73.01%, 2nd John 
Beard & Liam Sheridan 63.63%, 3rd Alan Lewis & 
Terry Evans 65.36%. 

LE 


for the event. 

“We are extremely 
proud of our team and 
how well they competed 
against clubs from across 
the country in what was a 
highly competitive but 
thoroughly enjoyable 
weekend.” 

Some notable 

performances were put in 
by all but namely Finn 
who managed to achieve 
personal best times in 
most of his races and 
come 14th out of 92 
competitors in a very 
exciting 100 metre 
manikin tow. 

The girls relay team 
put in an amazing last 
race and narrowly missed 
out on a podium position 
by seven seconds. Dom, 
competing in the Masters 
category, came away 
with an impressive three 
bronze medals in the 
individual events. 

The whole team were 
also lucky enough to 


meet and have a photo 
with Olympian Mark 
Foster and ask him for 
some top training tips. 

Shortly after the 
London championships 
the club put on a Red 
Nose Day fun evening 
for the Nipper team 
members. With a much 
more relaxed evening 
than the usual Friday 
training sessions the 
children enjoyed some 
fun races and relays 
while wearing their red 
noses. 

There was also a cake 
sale with £90 being 
raised for Comic Relief. 
Well done and thank you 
to all for their cake 
donations! 

We’ll be reporting 
again soon from the GB 
Championships which 
take place over the 
coming month. 

JF 


Also vacant pitches for bespoke 
homes of your own design. 

We are a retirement park for over 
50s with a full residential license. 


on Fri 3rd April 2015 to 
Mon 6th April 2015,10am-5pm 

Refreshments served in 
the show home. 

www.castletonpark.co.uk 

Phone 07979 291286 
Office 01446 488421 
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Farmers play at Cottrell Park 


THE long awaited 
return to play at the 
‘home of golf’ 
finally arrived last 
Thursday when 36 
members of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society had the 
opportunity of 
playing on the 
Mackintosh course 
at Cottrell Park 


which again was in 
pristine condition. 

The plush manicured 
fairways benefitting from 
the very fertile soil 
associated with this part 
of the Vale was again a 
major talking point at the 
19th hole, but 
unfortunately for those 
not used to such 
luxurious surroundings 
this proved a little too 
difficult with many 
returning below average 


scores. 

The day started in 
spectacular style with the 
quite unusual but 
pleasing site of seeing 
the names of Dai 
Llewellyn and Dai Harris 
at the top of the leader 
board. 

Unfortunately for this 
popular pair from 
Penllyne their moment of 
glory only lasted about 
the same time as the 
recent memorable eclipse 


Barry darts league news 


IN the fixtures on March 2, the 
Cwm Talwg strengthened their 
grip on the top of the league 
with a 19-2 win over the 
Tynewydd. 

Richie Boucher and Steve 
Moggeridge both hit 180s in the match, 
and Gareth Owens hit a 118 out shot. 

With the Poachers not playing, the 


into joint second place with a 
comprehensive 16-5 win away to the 
Mariners. The Billy Ghosts are level 
on points in second, after beating the 
Tynewydd 12-9. 

The BFC Allsorts had a comfortable 
14-7 away win over the Loungers, 
while the Park Weasels also secured a 
14-7 away win over the Wanderers. 

The Dockers were home to the 


Billy Ghosts remained in second Raiders in the closest match of the 
despite a 7-14 defeat to the Dockers. week. The Dockers just came out on 
The Plastics won 13-8 away to the top with a 11-10 victory, Mathew 
Raiders, with Mathew Bills hitting a Jackson hitting a 180 in the process. 
180 on the night. The Plastics completed the weeks 

The Mariners had a convincing 19-2 fixtures with a 19-2 home win over the 
away win over the Hell Raisers to take Hell Raisers. 

them into fourth place, while the Park With league cup ties taking place 
Weasels overcame the Runways by 12- this week, teams not involved in the 
9 and the BFC Allsorts won 13-8 at Cup are encouraged to play any 
home to the Wanderers. rearranged games possible. 


of the sun when the Godfrey Lewis (2) were 
second group returned to a i so successful on the 
the clubhouse with other 3 holes and 
higher scores. ... ^ „ . 

When the final group Dai Hams, returned 
returned and cards were home with seasonal 
checked, society captain prizes of Easter 
Brian Jones with 34 chocolate 
stableford points was ~ 

declared the winner, with Green kee P er Dan 
camera-shy Dai John Jarvis, playing on a 
with 32 points the runner course he and Paul 
up for the third Morgan look after on a 
consecutive month dai i y basi hit the 

Chris Rooney with 31 , J . . , 10 , 

points finished third and lon ? est dnve on the l8th 
Julian Kelly surprisingly hole to win the Bear 
the highest placed Hotel, Cowbridge 
Southemdown member sponsored prize, 
j^^points taking Ketth Davies returned 

Cowbridge resident home Wlth the Premier 
Peter Fryer, known Turf Ltd sponsored bottle 
locally for his close of whiskey when 
working relationship correctly g Ue ssing that 
with Vincent Tan at . / , & 

Cardiff City FC, won the J ust 22 balls would rest ln 
section for invited guests peace in this beautiful 
when scoring 31 points part of God’s country, 
with John Thomas the T h e society’s next 

runner up. meeting is scheduled for 

Dai Hams came closer f „ 

than anyone did to Thursday, April 30, at 
getting a hole in one on Llanishen Golf club 
the 163-yard par 3 hole when we look forward to 


fourth hole with his 


welcoming new sponsors 


beautifully executed tee ^ , , 

shot coming to rest just Sl S ma3 Kltchens and 
feet from the hole. Bathrooms Ltd. 



' ♦ ' 

0.75% SELLING FEES for April 

4k ' 

Brighter 

Moves 

(minimum fee £1,250.00 plus VAT) 

Brighter 

Moves 

fifcTATi A<2 • h T ft 

L_ 4 



Fees that please £££... 


rightmove co.uk 

The UK’s number one property website 


Zoopta'CtMik 




LLANMAES 



CF61 2XY 
£58,950 

TWO BEDROOMS, 
LEASEHOLD PROPERTY, 
CASH ONLY 


NANTYMOEL 



CF32 7RA 
£59 995 

DETACHED, LARGE STYLE LIVING, 
VERSATILE PROPERTY, 
P/14/784FULL 


OGMORE VALE 



CF32 7HA 
£74,995 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS, UPVC DOUBLE 
GLAZING, GAS CENTRAL HEATING, 

REAR GARDEN WITH VIEWS 



CF61 1UU 
£109,950 

FREEHOLD, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, GOOD SIZE 
REAR GARDEN, NO ONGOING CHAIN. 



CF61 2GA 
£119,950 


THREE BEDROOMS, GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, 

NO ON GOING CHAIN, EPC-D. 



CF37 2NY 
£145,500 

FREEHOLD, TWO BEDROOMS, 
VALLEY VIEWS, NO ONGOING CHAIN. 
EPC-D. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


PONTYCLUN 


BROADLANDS 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 


RHOOSE POINT 


EASTABERTHAW 




CF61 1TH 
£152,950 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS, 
GOOD SIZE REAR GARDEN, 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED 


CF72 9UT 
£157,950 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOM, 
EN SUITE, 

EPC-C. 






CF31 5BE 
£164,995 


THREE BEDROOM DETACHED, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, INTEGRAL 
GARAGE, REAR GARDEN, EPC-C. 


CF61 2XF 
£259 950 

FOUR BEDROOMS, GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, GARAGE 
EPC-E. 


CF62 3LH 
£329,950 


FREEHOLD, FIVE BEDROOMS, GENEROUS BACK 
GARDEN, TWO FULL SIZE BATHROOMS, 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED 


CF62 3DD 
£349 995 

BARN C0NVERSI0, THREE BEDROOMS 
CONTEMPORARY LIVING, TWO RECEPTION 
ROOMS, FRONT AND REAR GARDEN, EPC-D. 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Independent agents working in Bridgend, The Vale and Talbot Green 


1 Pound Field, Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL. 01446 794433. 

119a Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend, CF31 1EF. 01656 655936. 

105 Talbot Road, Talbot Green, CF72 8AE. 01443 222420. 

Rentals 01656 655989 www.brightermoves.co.uk* E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 












































































Thursday April 2nd, 2015 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


CL 


THE GEM - 37 




Warlow Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
En-Suite. 2012 Boiler 
Garage. Driveway 



Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 
Conservatory 


£172,000 D65 


£ 220 , 


D68 




Monmouth Way, Boverton 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Garage 


£204,950 


Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 
Popular Location 


£174,950 


Higher End, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
90' Garden. Garage 


£265,000 



Higher End, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Barn Conversion 
Southerly Garden 


£369,950 E54 



Boverton Brook, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 
No Chain 


£219,950 F 29 



Beggars Pound, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
198'Terraced Garden 
Period Home 


£315,000 F36 



Carne Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 

_ Southerly Garden _ 


£104,950 D62 




£335,000 D68 


£189,950 F36 


£285,000 E 51 


Voss Park Drive, Llantwit Major 
4 Bedrooms 
Driveway for 4 Cars 
Outbuilding 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


Monmouth Way, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
Detached Garage 
Rarely Available 



Walnut Grove, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
GCH Combi 


£99,950 D67 



Barn Close, 103 Boverton Road 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Detached Garage 


£595,000 ess 



Gian Y Mor, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Garage 


£279,950 d6 0 



Shackleton Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Well Presented 


£99,995 esi 


South Costa Blanca 



Detached! 2 Bed 2 Bath 
Murcia Airport 20 minutes 
Alicante airport 40 minutes 

£106,500 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 
or email spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


WANTED 

2 and 3 bedroom 
properties 
Llantwit Major 

Buyers willing 
and able! 

Can Matt on 01446 791961 
matthewJdngston@chris-daviesxo.uk | 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Impressive Driveway 


£224,950 E 52 



Rectory Road, St Athan, 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
74' Garden 


£289,950 D58 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Meadowcroft, Rhoose 
First Floor Apartment, 

One Bed, Appliances. 

E42. Band A. 

£400 PCM 

High Street, Barry 
3 Bedrooms, Central Location, 
Unfurnished. 

E49. Band C. 

£495 PCM 

The Pastures, Barry 
Two Bed 
Modern Kitchen 
Shower 
D59 

£625 PCM 

NythYr Eos, Rhoose 

Six Bedrooms, Three Reception, 

Large Garden 

C74 Band G 

£1300 PCM 

Boverton, Single Garage to let. 
Up & Over Door. No Power or 
Lighting. £10 per week. 
Minimum 6 months, paid 
in advance. 


IMPORTANT CHANGES 
for PRIVATE LANDLORDS! 
Mandatory licensing in 
Wales will go ahead 

For full details visit the news 
tab on our website; chris- 
davies.co.uk or speak to our 
ARLA qualified lettings 
manager Claire 01446 791966 


Call Claire today to hook 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

Call Dawn today to book a viewing 
01446 791967 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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THE BARRY & DISTRICT 
MEN’S SKITTLE LEAGUE 


DIVISION 1: 


49’ers.(P.Solowyk 28) 278, West End Stars 
(M.Cooper 28) 267; Bunker Boys (K.Hewitson 31) 
280, Geest (L.Galsworthy 28) 263; Colcot Boys 
(M.Elliott 32) 281, Blue Monkey (T.Cloude, R.Fox 
29) 255; Ex-Servicemen (T.C Acacia 32) 274, 
Cavaliers (A.Rowles 26) 249; Mighty Dockers 
(P.Burrouches 28) 270, Park Lads (D .Morgan 27) 
264. 

Division 2: 

Abercrete (J .Arnold 31) 297, Road Runners 
(B.Blow 32) 277; Barry Social (M.Burrows 27) 
233, Willie Wombles (A.Wilson 29) 251; Posties 
(B.Usher, IJones 29) 290, Exiles (A.Ladner 30) 
292; Sea View (T.Stokes 32) 320, Witchill 


i i im n s 
& madley 


Upon instructions 
from Bridgend 
County Borough Council 

Coety Primary 
School, Coity, 
Bridgend 
CF35 6BL 



Outstanding residential development opportunity 
located within a Conservation Area and the sought 
after village of Coity. 


Developable area of 0.94 acres (0.38 ha) plus 
adjoining playing fields/paddock 1.84 acres (0.75 ha). 


Suitable for new build/conversion (subject to 
planning permission). 


For sale by informal tender by midday Friday 
15 May 2015. 


Paul Madley.Tel: 029 2064 0055 
paul@rawlinsmadley.com 


Poachers (S .Rogers 30) 279; Tynewydd Lads 
(D.Curtis 31) 282, BP Breakaways (J.Rees 32) 

292; Witchill Wizards (C.Casado 45) 357, Buffs 
Exiles (G.Conibear 34) 358. 

Division 3: 

Billy Whizz 270, The Alternatives 273; C.U.D. 
(P.Palmer 26) 259, Billy Whizz (J.Fallguia 26) 

259; Commanchies ‘2’(N.Watkins 31 271,‘H’Bells 
(B.Crockford 31) 291; Castle Boys (J.Champ 30) 
292, KP Monkeynuts (M.Aldui 30) 280; West End 
Fliers (J.Gill 25) 259, Commanchies ‘2’(W.Palmer, 
E.Sullivan 25) 267. 

HR 


Inter cruise 
to victory 


ON a filthy wet and 
cold morning, 
Barry Inter under- 
12s put a dominant 
performance in 
against Marshfield. 

The boys put in a 
faultless first half, and 
were rewarded with a 
well executed goal by 
James in the third 
minute. 

Connor swept away 
Marshfield’s threat 
several times, with some 
fine tackling by Josh and 
Charlie, while Dan and 
Aron were given a hard 
time down the wings but 
dealt with it admirably. 

It was only a matter of 
time until we scored 
again, and Jacob doubled 
the lead on 19 minutes. 
The midfield engine was 
well oiled with Iestyn, 
Lloyd, Jack and Eski 
upsetting play and 


controlling the game. 

In the second half we 
had to contend with wind 
and rain, and Sion was 
brought on in defence 
and given the unenviable 
task of trying to contain 
their number 5. 

He was given a torrid 
time and turned this way 
and that, but managed to 
deal with what was 
thrown at him. 

Iestyn saw a penalty 
saved, but the boys up 
front, James and Jacob, 
were well into their stride 
by now, and Lloyd made 
it 3-0. 

Iestyn then grabbed a 
fourth and though 
Marshfield were given a 
glimmer of hope with a 
consolation goal it 
wasn’t enough. 

Well done boys, a 
fully deserved win. 

DD 


Is your 
spring 

-ASKS 

W ITH the clocks 
gone forward 
and the lion’s 
share of Easter eggs 
waiting to be eaten, we 
can now safely declare 
that the ‘Spring Selling 
Season’ is upon us. 

Everyone knows that the 
longer days and (supposedly!) 
warmer weather bring out the 
buyers, so make sure you have 
your property in order before it is 
marketed - this is the advice 
from rapidly growing sales and 
letting agent, EweMove.com. 

With this in mind, local 
EweMove Director, Karen, has 
put together a checklist to guide 
you through the most important 
elements of having your home 
ready for sale in spring. 

Top spring property selling 
tips: 

Spring clean: Homes need to 
be fresh for this traditional 
selling season - if you don’t have 
time to carry out this essential 
annual chore yourself, consider 
employing a professional cleaner 
to get your property up to selling 
standard. 

Fresh feel: Think about re- 
staging your spaces for spring 
and summer, with a focus on 
natural light, lighter fabrics and 
seasonal touches including fresh 
flowers. 

Clear the clutter: Prepare for a 
viewing seriously. Take the time 
to de-clutter, keep rooms tidy and 
minimise personal possessions 
such as photos, as purchasers are 
trying to picture themselves 


house ready for 
selling season? 

EWEMOVE.COM 


living in your home. The idea is 
to demonstrate that this is an 
attractive, functional home. 

Improve your home: Don’t 
gut and redecorate the entire 
property, but do fix what is 
obviously damaged. Fill in 
cracks, do essential repairs and 
decorate if there has been a leak 
or staining. Keep colour schemes 
neutral. 

But don’t overspend: Buyers 
often like to make their mark, so 
don’t waste your money on 
trying to second guess what they 
like. If the kitchen is tired, don’t 
spend money on replacing it - 
there is little chance you will 
make your money back. Don’t 
replace carpets, but do get them 
cleaned. 

Karen, who was bom and bred 
in Barry, is very knowledgeable 
on the local property market, and 
comments: “As long as sellers 
take the time and care in 
preparing their property for 
market, we are confident that we 
will find them a buyer as we 
pride ourselves on working 
harder than any other agent to 
deliver results. 

“We are there to help them 
every step of the way - from 
providing amazing photographs 
and 3D floor plans, to carefully 
crafted marketing descriptions. 

“Customers are not required to 
pay any upfront fees or sneaky 
hidden charges along with a ‘No 
Sale - No Fee’ promise. Our 
fantastic ‘Ewe-reka’ computer 
system - the world’s only 
automated sales and letting 
solution operating a 24/7 service 
- makes sure that any viewing, 


enquiry or purchase offer is 
never lost.” 

The highly innovative system 
enables prospective buyers and 
tenants to book their own 
viewing appointments online 
without need to call an agent, or 
make time to visit an office. 

Similarly, when a tenant or 
house buyer chooses a viewing 
convenient for them, they are 
emailed and sent text reminders 
“from the manager” by the 
system, with a reminder the day 
before. This helps confirm 
arrangements with viewers, and 
all the details are handily stored 
on their phone. They can then 
apply or make an offer by phone, 
or online, 24 hours a day from 
the comfort of their own home. 

“Making it quick and simple 
helps everybody and our 
customers love it.” 

According to Karen, with 95 
per cent of buyers now searching 
online, EweMove.com lists 
properties on all of the major 
property portals, which generate 
183 million buyers’ searches 
each month. 

“This, combined with 
EweMove .corn’s ‘Mammoth 
Marketing’ approach,” she 
continues, “means that sellers’ 
homes get more interest, more 
quickly. 

For further information please 
contact Karen on 07976585153 
or visit ewemove.com. 
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£ 100,000 


Fairford Street, Barry 

• 3 Double Bedrooms 

• Close to Amenities 

• No Chain 


£ 110,000 


Pontypridd Street, Barry 

• 3 Double Bedrooms 

• Quiet Location 

• No Chain 


Morgan Street, Barry 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Close to Amenities 

• No Chain 


Maes Slowes Leyes, Rhoose Sycamore Crescent, Barry 

• 3 Bedroom Semi Detached • 3 Bedroom Semi Detached 




Conservatory 

Show Home Presentation 


• Conservatory 

• Garage 


I 
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Hr lni n lllM 

An Easter Surprise that's easy to find. 
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alien & harris 




Well Walk 

Barry 

Semi Detached Family Home 
Three bedrooms 
Two reception Rooms 
Cul De Sac Location 
EPC Rating:D 
Barry Branch 


£325,000 


Beryl Road 

Barry £130,000 

Mid-Terrace Home 

Situated in the heart of Barry Town Centre 
Three Bedrooms, Utility Room, Wet Room 
Re-Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
Through Lounge/Dining Room 

Barry Branch 



Castleland Street 

Barry 

Traditional Terraced 
New Kitchen 
New Bathroom 
Three Bedrooms 
Close To Local Transport Links 
Barry Branch 


£125,000 



Clos Celyn 

Barry 

Semi Detached Family Home 
Three Bedrooms 
Extended 

Viewing recommended 

Barry Branch 


£189,950 



. 


Dobbins Road 

Barry £102,000 

Traditional Mid Terrace, Outskirts Of Barry 

Through Lounge/ Diner 

Three Bedrooms 

Ground Floor Bathroom 

Enclosed Rear Garden 

Barry Branch 


Dock View Road 

Barry £125,000 

Duplex Apartment 
Two Bedrooms 

Lounge with a mezzanine level 
Fitted Kitchen, Gas Central Heating 
NO CHAIN 

Barry Branch 






Heol Y Dryw 

Barry 

Detatched 
Four Bedrooms 
Sea Views 
Conservatory 
NO CHAIN 
Barry Branch 


£285,000 


Heol Y Gaer 

Barry 

*SEA VIEWS* 

Two Double Bedrooms 
Living Room, Kitchen 
Allocated Parking 
Situated On The Knap 
Barry Branch 


£154,950 


Holton Road 

Barry £72,000 

Upper Floor Flat 
1 Bedroom 
Fitted Kitchen 
Well Presented 

Available With Or Without Tennant 

Barry Branch 


Jenner Road 

Barry 

Ground Floor Maisonette 
Three Bedrooms 
West End Location 
Close to local Amenities 
NO CHAIN, Off Road Parking 
Barry Branch 


£95,000 




£174,950 


Porthkerry Road 

Barry £170,000 

ROMILLY QUARTER 

Stunning Chapel & School House Conversion 
Two & Three Bedrooms 
Many original features & craftsmanship 
Luxury kitchens & bathrooms 

Barry Branch 




Porthkerry Road 

Barry £210,000 

Romilly Quarter 

Stunning Conversion of Chapel & School House 
Two Bedrooms 
Off Road Parking 
Viewing Essential 

Barry Branch 


Station Street 

Barry 

Recently Decorated 
Three Bedrooms 
Lounge/dining 
New Kitchen 

Easy Maintainable gardens 

Barry Branch 


£125,000 




Collard Cresent 

Barry £169,950 

Two Bed semi detached bungalow 

Two Reception Rooms 

Fully Fitted Kitchen 

Immaculately Presented 

Viewing Recommended, EPC Rating TBC 

Barry Branch 


Cassy Hill 

Barry 

Beautifully Presented 
Four Bedrooms 
Semi Detached 
Off Road Parking 
Low Maintenance Garden 
Barry Branch 


£155,000 


thinking of 

selling? 


call us the property 
experts to book 
your FREE market 
appraisal 




Westward Rise 

Barry £300,000 

Sought after location, Detached property 
Four bedrooms, En-suite shower room 
Lounge, Kitchen/diner, Garage 
Cul-de-sac location, Sea views, Energy Rating: D 
£1000 cashback offered upon completion 
Barry Branch 


Barry Road 

Barry 

IDEAL FOR INVESTORS 
OFF ROAD PARKING 
15 BEDROOMS 
EN-SUITE ROOMS 
OFFICE SPACE 
Barry Branch 


£375,000 




Clos Mancheldowne 

Barry £175,000 

End Link Home 

Beautifully Decorated Throughout 
Fitted Kitchen 
2/3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Barry Branch 


Cwm Ciddy Lane 

Barry £575,000 

Imposing Barn Conversion 
Five Bedrooms 
Bespoke Kitchen With Aga 
Plethora of Original Features 
Ample Parking 
Barry Branch 





Dorset Avenue 

Barry 

Family Home 
Three Bedrooms 
Two Reception Rooms 
Tiered Garden 
Out Buildings 
Barry Branch 


£140,000 


Heol Broadlands 

Barry 

Detatched Home 
3 Bedrooms 

Open Plan Living/Dining 
Fitted Kitchen 
NO CHAIN 

Barry Branch 


£190,000 


Llys Y Coed 

Barry 

Detached 
Four Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
Two Reception Rooms 
Viewing Essential 
Barry Branch 


£277,500 





Porthkerry Road 

Barry £124,995 

Mid Terraced 
Three Bedrooms 
Ideal Investment 
Rear Garden 
Viewing Recommended 
Barry Branch 


Porthkerry Road 

Barry 

Three Bedrooms 
Two Reception Rooms 
Forecourt 
Double Garage 
NO CHAIN 
Barry Branch 


£185,000 


Heol Y Nant 

Barry 

Semi Detached 
Three Double Bedrooms 
Two Reception Rooms 
Off Road Parking 
Cul De Sac Position 
Barry Branch 


£127,000 





Rhodf'ar Mor 

Barry £224,950 

Five Bedrooms 
Three Reception Rooms 
Conservatory 
Landscaped Gardens 
Double Garage, Driveway 
Barry Branch 


Romilly Road 

Barry 

5 Bedrooms 
West End Location 
Coastal Views 
Garage & Coach House 
Landscaped Gardens 
Barry Branch 


£320,000 


Sherbourne Terrace 

Barry £154,950 

OPEN TO OFFERS 
Semi Detached 
Two Bedrooms 
Immaculately Presented 
Fitted Kitchen, Garden 
Barry Branch 



Wenvoe Terrace 

Barry £175,000 

Semi Detached Family Home 
Two Reception Rooms 
4 Bedrooms 
Great Location 
Stunning Views 
Barry Branch 




York Place 

Barry 

Mid Terraced Home 
Five Bedrooms 
Four Reception Areas 
Two Bathrooms 
Fitted Kitchen 
Barry Branch 


£ 200,000 


Pontypridd Road 

Barry £209,950 

Semi-Detached Dorma Bungalow 
Four Bedrooms, Bathroom & Cloakroom 
Three Reception Rooms 
Kitchen / Breakfast Room 
Good Size Rear Garden 
Barry Branch 
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ESTIMATES 
DAY SEftVIC 


Call Paul Williams 

201446 439 306 01656 349 281 




AWNINGS • CANOPl£S ♦ SNUTTERS • MOfOJRISAflON 


»' ONcb^w fw O lW 
/ 9 * -»*« * U 


ONI VISION ARE! 


From Thh; 


ToThH: 


t im 


/n r 


ing into Life ■ Fit 

Part Exchange Your Old Blinds For New! 
SOLAR PART EXCHANGE! 

We will b iry your o id blinds bocA and recycle them in an 
enviro/vnentaffy-friendly way; no matter the condition! 

Limited time, limited offer • 

Receive op to C 20 bocA for your old blind! 


Sorry 

01446 438103 


Bridgend 

01656 349473 




Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 


or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk _ J 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096/01446 793189 ANYTIME 






01449 4» 128 or oma 413 481 




Animal Bedding Ltd/ 
Just Wood Pellets 


FLAX HORSE 
BEDDING 

• Quality branded Equisorb flax 

• No delivery charge to CF or NP 
postcodes 

• Please ring for competitive prices 

• We will not be beaten on price 

• Established over 20 years 

WOOD PELLETS 

• Also available supreme pine wood 
pellets - best price in UK 

• Pellets available in 15kg bags 
Please go to our pellet website 
www.j ustwoodpelletsuk.com 
Just wood pellets are one of The 
largest distributors of Wood 
Pellets in the UK. 

For further help or information please 
ring Norman on 07967 783813 
normanphillips@btconnect.com 


COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
— J COVERING ALL AREAS 


* 


CentralAerial 

Solutions 

AfRJAl • SATCLUH • cctv* 

WIFI. HOM€ ENTERTAINMENT 


installation | Sales | Repair 


5 o?ps*s, sky 


T; Q1I.U MMM.1 ♦ M 0m)2«)S4t 



Need an Accountant? 


I have 32 Years Experience. 

Full range of accountancy services offered. 
Daytime & evening appointments. 

No VAT. Call Andrew 01446 439419. 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


www.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


hd computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 



BLIND SALE! * 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 






MIKE ANDERSON I 

(Builders extraordinaire) | 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Fiouses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 


MASONWISEI 
BUILDERS 

O 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 
07970 642537 



www.barryandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 
or email 

eileen@tindlenews. 
co.uk for ‘Don’t Do 
it Yourself enquiries 
- or to advertise on 
these pages. 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


iiiljJijjJJD 


© STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
• Chimneys 
• Extensions 
• Disabled Bathrooms 
• UPVC Windows & Doors 
• Stairlifts 
• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 
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| 

.GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY SS5 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 794801/07803 696451 

ivivu.rgriffithscarpentry.com 






1st 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
AND RUG CLEANING 
LEATHER CLEANING 
ONE-OFF HOUSE CLEANS 


Professional, 
Reliable, Established 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... 


5S.C.D 

t ' Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of 
Carpentry 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


Cowbridge &ValeElectrical | ^=| 


All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


■1 


Approved Contractor 




Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 
for ‘Don’t Do it 
Yourself 
enquiries 
- or email 
eileen@ 
tindlenews 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www. thecarpetser vice. net 


m 


VfiLE CfiRPETS 


carnet fo cfo*c 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



| Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


07891 965150 
01446 700182 

A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 
Services 

/\ + - 


I Installer 
1 Scheme 

Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d.reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


©a/ltecii) ©aretes© 


|D.GULUVER B ±r] 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
• No Job too Small 
9 35 Years Experience 
• Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


JONES 8c 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 
07974 269384 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

s City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


4 

• Gardening & Landscaping 

• Fencing, Garden Clearance 

• Ground Maintenance 

•All Tree Work 

Best Value 4 Money 
Guaranteed 

| Call 01446 622 279 or 07710 242 013 | 


Complftf harden Services; 

BCHCro * DKXJ*G * Tints HUGO. HGDGtS I 
AM) m»m •amis, .Aim vo rAifcn 
Telephone: 01446 624274 
or 07765 611753 

. 




[Uvbiilv ©festogj > 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows ( 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels nrl 

& stains prKJgeno ^^ 

. Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels PR °advice NAL 

• New Rubber Seals and INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


Use The GEM to reach all the 
people you need to! 

Call Eileen on 07891 690791 
for‘Don’t Do it Yourself’ enquiries, or 
email eileen@tindlenews.co.uk 



upvc specialist 

• UPVC Windows • Fascias 

• Doors • Conservatories 

• Guttering • Vertical Sliders 

• Composite Doors • Soffits 

• Over 30 years experience 

Mob: 07831 409 567 
Tel: 029 20 598650 

www.fennellup 



Arborwood Tree Care 

• Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 

• Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 


»« 


i+. „t 


LUMBERJACKS Sat 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES IPJC 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

We Serve Cowbridge, 
Bridgend, Barry & The Vale 


»Tree felling ' 

► Dangerous tree work 

* Dead wooding 

* Thinning out & stump • 
removal (at reduced rate * 
if we have removed tree) * 

* Hedges, Bushes & Shrubs 


Tree preservation 
orders checked 
for free 

Dismantling 

Pruning 

Pollarding 

Crown lifting 


| WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE" 

All garden work undertaken 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 

8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


mbs m1 , | 

gprtkuttur* 



T#h 01446 779602 




Bridge Vale Tree Services 

Cnppialictc in felling, pruning, 

OMCUIdllOlO III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


Block Paving 
Specialists 

Design & installation 
service • Free Estimates 

07804 489341 
01446 622748 


The 

GEM 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers 

zMimiaumum 


:ks 

js 



Gas «*» 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 

Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 
for ‘Don’t Do it 
Yourself’ 
enquiries 
- or email 
eileen@ 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 



WE SELL 


BOTTLED 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 
771999 

Unit 20,Vale Business 
Park, Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 
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K&A Handyman 


“Afamily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




► Boiler Installations 

* Boiler Upgrades 

»Boiler Breakdown 
Specialists 

► Full Central Heating System 
Installations 

»Power Flushing Specialists 
»Repairs/24Hr Callouts 
»Full Bathroom Installations 

* All General Plumbing Works 


:es 


ftu Pwmmo 
6 HtftTING s**vto 

& Gas Installation Specialists 

Call Kevin Gale on 
07891 984965 
01446 420304 nfe 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
J1 & Tiling 




01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUVifjirjr; *. 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 0771960S526 

Mt»» (Jt «»!»% NOI «|1 IH I 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

r ' lJ * 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
| Combination Boiler Specialist 

| " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^M&I 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. *H5 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing‘Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


‘DC Plumbm# 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

iIQm * 

I 0*446 41 It 71 

vx. 4 o in 2*i 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982 
01446 678671 




Tel: 01656 655687 
M: 07791 259279 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 ' WS 

01446 740176 53440 


r Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) wanted 


Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
• Intensive 1 week courses 
• Special student rates • B+E Towing Lessons 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


f JEFFS ) 


PLASTERING 

SERVICE 


No job too small 
Free quotes 

Skim over Artex Ceilings 

01443 229894 
07919 864806 


lj|fp Plastering 
1/1/IServices 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 





U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
All work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


Roofing 
specialists 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JdDurlfjij 



ROOF REPAIRS & 
REPLACEMENT 
(including flat roofs). 
All other home 
improvement & building 
work carried out. 


FREEPHONE 0800 0029959 

www.hamptonshomeimprovements.com 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


■ Tiling by Tanya 

■ * All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* * Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
I * Friendly, professional service 

■ * No obligation free quotes 

■ 07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist Sj 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co .uk 



SBS SALVAGE LTD 

' ^ Barry’s newest car rfgwvny?* 

wgr*. 1 jg j S dismantling facility 

Mg ■; registered with the 
' £ r environment agency, DVLA 

i y & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

v_1-_/ Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * All grades of metal taken 

Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable * Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


CARDIFF ROAD MOTORS 

Unbeatable cash prices paid for all Cars & Vans 
with or without MOT - Any age, any condition 


£100-£10,000 PiUI) 


SAME DAY COLLECTION 


TOY US BEFORE: YOU SCRAP! 

Call Jack on 01446 728137 or 07500 901065 

Free, no obligation quote 


24HR RECOVERY SERVICE 


Unit 7, Cardiff Road Business Park, CF63 2PO 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 




WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Quality 
kiln 

dried and 
seasoned 
firewood 

...• 



Contact 

Jeff on 7m29 
or 07779 7X8847 
co uk 


FIREWOOD 

SOcCJCX'fXi & Kiln Driod | 

10% Off illnitir rr*»tmtnmvrorl itiKnrntN 

Call 01446 771567 

vatw tRpvtnk no »i< PODStcK 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 

Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 

Science Tutor 
GCSE Sciences 
+ A Level 
Biology 
07772 922246 

Science .Tutoring 
@yahoo.com 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 






181 

court Road, lyndsay Ellis @ Te K ne 

CF63 r mX THEVALE ^g| ^ LSERV ' CE 407962 


A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 


Family owned & run by husband 
& wife Lyndsay & Nicola 


Service Chapel with seating 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE 


Fully qualified & experienced 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 


w w w.valefuneralser vice .co .uk 


- Auk • independent 
■ /funeral A rectors 

Caring for Your Loved Ones 

• Loved ones remain at rest at our Barry premises 

• 24hr Immediate Attention • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Private Service Chapel • Affordable Funeral Packages 

• Male & Female Staff • Funeral Plans Offered 

Average price of a funeral £2,750 
Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 

IVrlet l Choice A 




W A Brown 

Son 

Director* 

• FtPbfil 

HtejM 

Cctag* £*»•*< Uni* 

© 

www wti i: iirAnri d nrieti ra m 


Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 for 
‘Don’t Do it 
Yourself 
enquiries - or 
email eileen@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 
to advertise on 
these pages. 
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HOME CARE WORKER 

£7.00 to £7.25ph. Full/part time hours 
Need to be a car driver. Training provided 
£100 incentive for experienced care workers 
Tel: 01446 724960 Email: hr@1stgradecare.co.uk 
Website: www.1stgradecare.co.uk 


Cherish 

Cymru 

requires 

Home Care 
Workers 

to cover Barry, Cowbridge 
& Llantwit Major. 

Own transport essential. 
Full time availability 
required. 

Hours ranging from 7am 
to 11pm. 

Contact Robin Riff on 
01446 772904 

or cherishcymru@hotmail.co.uk 


Boverton Post Office 


Part Time 

COUNTER 

ASSISTANT 

Required for the 
Post Office 

Previous experience 
may be advantageous 
For further information, 
telephone Eifion Watkins 

on 01446 790004 


FILCO SUPERMARKETS 

Butchery Production Manager 

required to manage our central cutting 
and packaging facility at Maesteg 

Filco has a mix of instore butchery departments or 
prepacked multideck displays. This position is 
responsible for centrally serving our stores around the 
Bridgend and Vale of Glamorgan area with prepacked 
own label fresh meat products on a daily basis. 

In return for proven butchery skills, management 
experience and a good working knowledge of FHA regs 
852/853, we offer an annual basic wage of £23,400 with 
an incentive linked bonus and Filco 10% staff discount. 

Filco is continually in the UK Top 50 Independent 
grocery companies and is regularly listed as finalist for 
retail industry awards. If you want a rewarding challenge 
and opportunity to develop your skills and achievement 
in a growing company please send your CV to Ian Hunt, 
Filco Supermarkets Ltd, 19 Boverton Road, Llantwit 
Major, CF611XZ or email jobs@filco.co.uk. 


LGV 2 Drivers Wanted 

AlphaLSG. Cardiff Airport - 40 hrs per week 
(Shift rota - Days, Nights, Weekends) 

Pay rate up to £8.56 plus benefits. 
Seasonal contract until October 2015. 
Handling food equipment as well as loading and 
delivering catering and bars to and from aircraft. 
You will also carry out final delivery checks as 
well as decatering arriving aircraft. 

Class 2 Licence needed, and an eye for detail 
and good numeracy skills. 

5 years of reference history required. 
Contact Regional.recruitment@alphalsg.co.uk 
or call 0161 435 1821 for an application form. 


Doosan Babcock 

Accommodation Required 

Aberthaw Power Station shutdown 
for 16 weeks. Any sort of accommodation 
is required for men coming to site. 
Contact Office Manager Jenny Webb 
on 01446 750271 ext 2675 or 
Clive Thorne on ext 2277. 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
42,000 
homes fror 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 
07885 251742 


COSLETT 

Gwynneth (nee Williams) 

Died March 28,2015, aged 98 years, in Scotland. I 

Formerly of 19 and 1 Park Crescent, Barry. 
Beloved mother of Eleanor and greatly loved by all 
her family in Wales, England and Scotland. 



WEAVER 


Bertha 


Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on Sunday, 
March 22, aged 94 years. Bertha, formerly of 
Min Y Mor sadly passed away. Wife of the late 
John Weaver, mother of Margaret, Richard, 
Jeremy and Philip. A loving grandmother and 
great grandmother. 

Funeral to take place at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry on Tuesday, April 7 at 2pm. 
Family flowers only, donations can be made at the 
service to WRVS. Further enquiries to Lyndsay Ellis 
@ The Vale Funeral Service, 01446 407962. 


LLOYD 

Reginald Albert Edward (Ted) 

Died at Llandough Hospital on March 24, beloved 
husband of Fay. Father of Rosalind and Stuart, 
father-in-law of Evan, loving grandfather 
to Sara and Jason and future grandson-in-law 
Troy - a true gentleman. 

Loved by all who knew him and will be very sadly 
missed. 

Resting at A.G. Adams and Son Funeral Directors until 

the funeral service at All Saints Church, Barry at 10am 
on Thursday, April 9, followed by interment at Barry 
Cemetery, flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 




MOON 

Stephen John 

Peacefully on Wednesday, March 25 at his home 
in Porthcawl, with family and friends. Stephen, 
dearly loved husband of Madeleine, father of 
David, father-in-law of Melina, brother of Lynne. 

Resting at Southlands Funeral Home until the 
service at All Saints Church, Victoria Avenue, 
Porthcawl on Wednesday, April 8 at 1.45pm, 
followed by cremation at Margam Crematorium at 
3pm. Donations in lieu of flowers to M.N.D.A 
(Motor Neurone Disease Association). Cheques 
payable please to “U.C.L/F.T.D. research”, 

PO Box 246, Northampton, NN1 2PR. 
Further enquiries to Evan E Thomas & Sons, 
Southlands Funeral Home, South Road, Porthcawl, 
CF36 3DA, telphone 01656 783383. 


SHIRLEY 

WILLIAMS 

My lovely 
daughter, love you 
all my yesterdays 
and all my 
tomorrows. 

From Mammy 
and family 





To Rent 

Two 

3 BED HOUSES 

Barry Town Centre 

Details contact 

01446 421827 



LOST 

24/3/15 

‘Lucy’ 

Church Meadow, Boverton 
Short haired tortoise shell 
female cat. Age 13 - timid. 

Please check 
sheds & garages 

01446 790054 
07974 382588 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Siteserv Recycling 
(SW) Ltd of Triple 
Crown House, off 
Llantwit Major Road, 
Llandow, CF71 7PB 
is applying for a 
change in an existing 
licence as follows: 

To keep an extra 5 
goods vehicles and 12 
trailers at Triple 
Crown House, off 
Llantwit Major Road, 
Llandow, CF71 7PB 
Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be 
affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 

LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time 
send a copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 




ROZ and FRANK COUZENS 


iOf/i 

, (/mioejwa/H/ 



3.4.1965-3.4.2015 


£ 



£ 


To our wonderful parents & grandparents 
on your special day. 

All our love Richard, Julie, Ed & Will, 
Michael, Michele, Francine & Rob. 
Thank you for always being there for us. 




J • I would like to say » <1 
* f77/a/t/i J/ott *•' 

to all my very special friends at 
The GEM (past & present) for making my 
retirement party such a fantastic night & 
making me feel so special. Thank you for 
all your best wishes, flowers, gifts, 
vouchers & retirement card that I will 
treasure always, also thank you to Andrew 
for your beautiful flowers. 

I have enjoyed the last 30 years at The 
GEM and have so many happy memories. 
Thank you Caroline for being there and for 
all your support over the last 21 years, but 
much more than that being a true friend. 
Thank you to Sir Ray Tindle, Wendy Craig 
A & Simon Parsonson for your best wishes 

ir 




A 

^$ppy Birthdavj 
Don John 

on 2 April 

Best wishes from all your friends at Tlav CSEIVI 


Look who’s 18! 


Matthew Bennett 


on 1 April 

We’ve always been proud of you. 
Now more than ever, our hearts are 
bursting with pride, because you’ve 
grown into a remarkable person, 
so full of love, caring and joy. 



B| r-- & gifts. I love you all. 

f/a/H/a/'ef .1 




m 


Happy 18th 
birthday, 
dear boy! 
Love Mum, 
Dad and 
family 
xxxx 


‘GET ON YOUR BIKE’ 

Andrew Payne (aka The Computerman) 

, ' 

Mattian and Pefey xx 


^ Happy 18th 
Birthday 

to our beautiful daughter 


All our love, Mum, Dad, 
Charlie & all your family xxx 




Shannen 

Daw 



Lots of love, Mum, 
Dad, Becca and all 
the family XXX 


SIMON MARK TATCHELL 



Happy 50th Birthday 

for April 6th 

Love from Mum & Dad, son Mark & Ann & Peter xxx 


Siur-iUj© 


ATLANTIC 

sar STORAGE 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


Self Storage 
Containers & Lock-Ups 
sited in Barry 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Use 

The GEM 

to reach all the 
people you 
need to! 

Call 01446 
774484 

for friendly, 
helpful advice. 
E-Mail: 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 



Renault Clio 
Dynamique 

1.2TCE 16v 1149cc 

in silver, 58 plate, 3 door, 
petrol, FSH, very good 
condition, MOT until 
Sept 2015. 50,000 miles 

£2,600 ono 
01446 774 758 
07932 698 328 
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VALE UNDER-15S SQUAD 
TRAIN AT RAF ST ATHAN 


J99i 

S ^ 

'S' & - JO ' 




r'SP 


* * ,* * * * ® 

. * if - §•> f * / 


RECENTLY, the Vale of These are essential skills for the Royal 
Glamorgan Schools under-15s Ajr Force (RAF) and desirable 

rugby squad visited MoD St 


Athan to undertake some team 
building activities with 
difference. 


attributes for any aspiring rugby side. 

RAF Physical Training Instructors 
(PTIs) are highly trained and motivated 
to ensure that the young team get the 
best out of their time. 


The squad were preparing for their . Mental fitness and physical fitness go 
• .u u : u . hand-in-hand to produce successful 

games in the oldest schoolboy rugby spor , sme n (or women) and following an 
competition in the world, the Dewar introduction to the day the PTI.Cpl Rob 


Shield, and they were going into the 
second stage of the format. 


Simon, quickly got the team to work 
with some problem solving challenges 




The purpose of the visit to MoD St which also acted as warm up ice 
Athan was to help the lads to develop breakers. 

the skills in team working, leadership, Cpl Simon discussed the 
problem solving and communication, characteristics of high performing 

i teams and how the 
players could transfer 
their training with the 
RAF into a match 
situation. 

The squad then 
progressed onto the low 
ropes, which is an indoor 
obstacle course where the 
skills identified earlier 
where put into action. 

The team worked 
really well together and 
the shared experience 
helped tighten the bond 
between the boys which 
transferred into a great 
win in their next game 
over RGC West, a north 
Wales district, 36-14. 

The squad are looking 
forward to the challenges 
ahead and putting the 
skills from the team 
building day at MoD St 
Athan into action on the 
rugby pitch. 

JB 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 
weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in 
your description along 
with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount 
made payable to The 
Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone 
us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All 
major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. 
You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


Nathan Teak 
Sideboard 

5ft wide x 4ft high 
x 18 inches deep 

£150 

Beko 3.6 Upright 
Freezer £60 
01446 793400 „ 


Pre-Loved 
Cream Leather 
2 Seater 
with 2 chairs, 

buyer collects, 
move forces sale. 

07977 328609 


Two Cream 
Italian Leather 
Chairs 

As new, cost £1000 

Sell £300. 
01446 771005 
01446 760298 


4 Seater 
Sofa 

by DFS, grey & ivory 
stripe with matching 
chair, £2000 new, 

£450 ono. 

01656 718481 


4 Dining 
Chairs 

Good condition, 
Leather look 

£100 ono 

07971 622283 


Household 

Clearance 

Everything to go by April 
20th 2015. White goods, 
Double bed, Carpets, 
TV’s, Fishing Rods & 
Reels/Camping Tents. 
Writing/Computer Table 
& Matching Set of 
Drawers. Drinks Cabinet, 
3 Man Settee & 

Lots More. 

07549001157 14 


Stairlift - £250 
4 Dining Chairs - £20 
Hallstand - £10 
Electric Mobility 
Chair-£150 
All excellent condition 
01446 413972 

Buyer collects 14 


Men’s Apollo Phaze 
20” frame red bike with 
mudguards and 2 crash 
helmets, hardly used, 
like new £100 
Exercise foot cycle 
everlast £20 
Electro flex circulation 
massager electrical 
stimulator £40 

01446 773282 „ 


Teams in 
chess action 


WHILE I 
personally 
away, the 
Chess 


have 

been 

Barry 

Club 


continues to play third place 


league matches. 


However, for the Quarks, 
the loss could signal the 
end of their promotion 
push. 

They now remain in 
two 
the 


points above 


I am still awaiting the Pontypridd Phoenix and 
result of the Camelots the Cardiff Cavaliers, but 
match away to Nelson have played a game 


but I note 
championship 
Cardiff Castles 


that more. This division is so 
rivals close it could go down to 
only the wire with the Quarks 


managed a draw with the final game against league 


Caerphilly Kings 
This leaves 
Camelots 3.5 points 


leaders Cardiff Dragons 
the vital for both teams. 

The Barry Chess Club 


behind the Castles with a meets at 7.30pm each 
match in hand and six Monday at the West End 
points behind the North Club. St. Nicholas Road, 
Cardiff Woodpushers Barry CF62 6QY. The 
with two matches 
hand, 
games 

Camelots they 
almost feel the title 

The Quarks payed occasional 
host to Bridgend A on games. 

Monday while the 


club is open to players of 
With only four all standards; whether 
left for the you are interested in 
can playing competitive 
chess or just the 
friendly 

New players are very 
Gambits travelled the welcome to just turn up 
opposite way on Tuesday on the night but if you 
to take on the Bridgend B contact one of the club 
side, and both matches members through the 
ended in a 3-2 victory for website we can explain 
the Bridgend side. what is happening on the 

For the Gambits night you have in mind, 
nothing has changed and arrange for someone 
much in their division as to greet you on your 


mid-table 


Bowling Club to 
hold open day 


ARE you ready to 
start the new 
outdoor bowling 
season? 

Barry Central 

Bowling Club, 

considered to be so easy 


coaching courses by 
accredited coaches to all 
new members, so that 
you can learn to bowl 
with confidence. 

“Playing bowls can 
mean many things to 


iv^\a io L/w aw wciaj . 

to get to due to its central P e °? . , , 

location in Gladstone u It is enjoyed by both 
Gardens, looks forward t lc y° un g and the not so 
to meeting potential new y° un §’ males and 
members. females; it reaches out to 

A spokesman members of the 

explained: “We have commuity from all walks 
banished the winter of life, 
gloom and our members “It can be a 

are eagerly awaiting the competitive sport, a 

outdoor bowling season, therapeutic recreation or 
“With the start of a relaxing social pastime, 
spring and our official Our members enjoy a 
opening day on Saturday good social life with like- 
April 18, all we need to minded people of all 
complete the perfect ages, 
picture is to give a warm “We have a first-rate 
welcome to prospective c lub house, where coffee 
new members. mornings, meetings and 

“We are one of the other functions are held, 
oldest bowling clubs in We have a licensed bar as 
Barry, founded in 1909. we ll!” 

“The club has a proud Te i ephone today for 
tradition of providing more details: ladies, Mrs 
first-class lawn bowling } M telephone 

for the‘ocat community. 4;2 976, men, Mr J 
This year we will be w ’ , , 

offering free tailor-made £^2 P jw 


arrival. 

For more details visit our 
website at 

barrychessclub .yolasite. 
com. 

PHIL JONES 


Brynhill ladies say 
farewell to Peter 


AFTER the AGM, 
the lady golfers at 
Brynhill held a 
presentation to 
Peter Hayman, 
retiring president, 
thanking him for 
all the support he 
has given to the 
ladies over the last 
10 years. 

Glynis Gould, lady 
captain and artist, gave 
a farewell gift to Peter, 
a caricture of him 
outside the clubhouse. 

The ladies of 
Brynhill Golf Club had 
a very informative talk 
by Sue Hamer taking 
us through a beginners 
guide to tracing your 
family history. 

Start by talking to 
your relations, 
collecting birth, 
marriage, death 
certificates, civil 
registrations and census 
records, all a guide to 
your past - many of 
these are online. We 
should be able to trace 
back to the early 1800s 
using these recources. 

A small charge was 
made for the evening 
and a raffle held, all 
donations going to 
LATCH. 

Competion results: 
March 10 - winner 
Robbie Lee 28points, 
runner-up Sue Holland 
20; March 17 winner 
Carole Allen 23points, 
runner-up Audrey 
Phillips 22; March 23 
winner Maria Gentile 
23points, runner up 
Diane Tapscott 21, over 
back two from Claire 
Herbert. 

CH 



ABOVE: Glynis Gould presents 
retiring president Peter Hayman with 
his caricature, and BELOW: Members get 
tracing their family history! 



Barrivale bridge 
club results 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club for March 24: 

First Kay Dyer and Diana Kendrick 68.75 per 
cent; second Helen Jordan and Jane Brook 62.50; 
third Alan Jones and Lyn Matthews 53.75. 

Kay Dyer and Diana Kendrick also won on 
handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
A partner may be arranged if required. If you would 
like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 01446 733425 
or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl Road, Barry, on 
Tuesdays at 7pm. 

DR 


JW 


Latest Barry & District 
league results and tables 

CRIB DIVISION 1: Cadoxton Cons B 69, Cadoxton Penarth Cons D 62, Services 

League table: Wyndham Cons Cons Z 63, Rhoose Social B 56, Social B 61, Cadoxton Cons A 55, 
178, Liberals 176, Cadoxton Rhoose Social C 55, Harbour A Sully Sports A 55, Penarth Cons A 
Cons 174, Moors Boys 171, West 52, Wyndham Cons A 52, Savoy B 54, ^Railway C 42, West End B 42 
End Wanderers 164, West End 43, Penarth Cons B 42, Wyndham (* - points deducted). 

160, Rhoose Social 155, Railway Cons C 41. ^1 league & cup fixtures and 

142. SNOOKER DIVISION 2: resultsatwww.barryleagues.co.uk 

SKITTLES DIVISION 1: Le ague table: Railway A 86, « r Fac ^ook - search for barry 

Sea View B 5, Barnes Boys 2; Market Stree t c 68, Railway B 65, 8 • 

King William XII 6, Liberals A 1; M arke t Street B 63, Liberators 62, 

Allsorts 5, Cambrian Flyers 2;.- 
Slammers 2, Rugby Club 5; 

Rhoose Social C 6, West End D 1; 

Runway Club 0, Rhoose Social A 
7; Liberals C 2, Rhoose Social B 
5; Rhoosters 3, West End C 4. 

League table: Sea View B 119, 

West End C 114.5, Allsorts 100, 

King William XII 98, West End D 

86.5, Slammers 86, Barries Boys 

83.5, Rugby Club 82, Rhoose 
Social A 80.5, Rhoose Social B 
74, Rhoosters 73.5, Rhoose Social 
C 63.5, Liberals A 59, Runway 
Club 54.5, Cambrian Flyers 54, 

Liberals C 52.5. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 1: 

League table: Harbour B 90, 

Savoy A 87, West End C 70, 


JUNIORS’ OPEN DAY 


THE juniors at Dinas 
Powys LTC officially 
welcomed in the 2015 
tennis season with a very 
successful open day 
recently. 


New trophies were awarded to 
the winners of the summer club 
tournament and each child went 
away with an Easter egg. 

The summer season at Dinas 
Powys LTC means junior morning 
is now 10am-12noon every 


The youngsters not only played Saturday morning. There will be 
the traditional game but also fun games, new skills and match 
played with balloons on their play, as well as the very popular 
rackets. tuck shop. 

They faced the fearsome ball Children of all ages and abilities 
machine and they had a chance to are welcome to come along as the 
soak the junior captains, Luke and club is always looking to get more 
Amelia Davidson, in the stocks. youngsters playing tennis. MM 
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JSTKD shine at championships! 



THE TAGB English Tae Kwon Do 
Championships were quite 
literally a golden event in JSTKD’s 
calendar this year. 

Held in Worcester on March 22, the 
event saw Vale-based JSTKD Martial Arts 
& Fitness come home with two new 
English champions as well as a further two 
bronze medals in the individual events and 
yet another gold in the tag team event. 

The first winner of the day was Menna 
Burmingham who gave a truly outstanding 
performance to win gold in the Girls Red 
Belt Patterns category. 

Menna beat very stiff opposition in style 
with her sharpness and precision leaving 
the judges no choice but to award her the 
top prize. 

This is an especially timely win as 
Menna will be taking her black belt grading 
in April and chose her examination pattern 
as the one to impress with. 


Proving her versatility, Menna then went 
on to take the bronze in the girls’ Red Belt 
Sparring, this time swapping poise for 
power to claim her medal. 

For the adults, Chris Edwards was on top 
form as he overcame some tough 
competitors on his way to the final. Chris 
wasted no time in out-manoeuvring his 
opponent, deftly using some particularly 
fast punches to convincingly take the title 
and see him become men’s English 
welterweight champion. 

The Edwards family were on a winning 
streak as son, Josh, put on a great display of 
moves in the boys’ Black Belt Peewee 
division and well deservedly came away 
with the bronze. 

Over in the tag team sparring, Alan Li 
added another gold to the club’s haul as part 
of the Welsh Warriors who were competing 
in the boys’ Cadets Black Belt event. 

Special mention also goes to adult and 


junior team members Lynne Doel, Rhys 
Doel, Sean Edwards, Gabe Wilfred and 
Emily Doogue, who competed well in their 
respective patterns and sparring divisions. 

Gabe had the dubious honour of 
managing to floor two judges in the course 
of his fight - he pulled off a nimble sidestep 
to avoid his opponent but in doing so 
tripped up one judge who then took another 
with him! 

Rhys Doel, competing in the boys’ 
Lightweight Black Belt event, faced a very 
difficult opponent but despite not quite 
overcoming him, put in a fantastic 
performance and remained determined to 
the last point. 

For anyone who would like try Tae Kwon 
Do for themselves, JSTKD has clubs 
throughout the Vale for all abilities and 
ages from three years to adults. Please see 
www.jstkd.co.uk for full details. 

VW 


Bradley lands 
his hat-trick! 


BRADLEY Gibbs, who works 
for Aberthin trainer Tim 
Vaughan, was in good form at 
the windswept Glamorgan 
Hunt Point-To-Point 

Steeplechases at Ystradowen 
last Saturday, riding three 
winners and three seconds 
from his six rides. 

Bradley took the opening members' 
race on Gary Llewellyn's course 
winner Captain Scarlett, a nine-year- 
old bay gelding, trained by Gary's son 
Robbie. 

Captain Scarlett, who jumped for 
fun, was made an odds-on favourite in 
a field of four runners and drew away 
in the closing stages to beat the 
French-bred Beau De Tabel by eight 
lengths. 

The second leg of his hat-trick was 
initiated when the syndicate-owned 
Medicinal Compound scored by five 
lengths from the pacemaking grey 
Sangfroid. 

It may have been a mixed open 
(ladies and gentlemen riders) but as 
often in these races all five runners 
were partnered by male riders. 

The third leg of his treble came 
when Miss Claire Sheriffs six-year-old 
bay mare. My Coranna, bought at the 
Ascot Sales last November, came 
home a 20 lengths winner from Fire 
Sale of the restricted. 

My Corranna is trained by Bradley's 
father David Gibbs. Firesale's rider 
Nick Williams, from Ogmore, had 
earlier won the aged maiden race on C 
Me In Oz, an eight-year-old bay 
gelding which took up the running four 
fences from home to win by 30 lengths 
from Wood Park (Bradley Gibbs) in 
the fastest time of the day. 

Williams, who trains the horse for 
Miss Julie McLean and fish and chip 


shop owner Damian Chubb, said: “I 
haven't had the horse very long but he's 
pretty straightforward to train.” 

Merthyr Mawr's Jonathan Tudor, 
who celebrated his 50th birthday 
earlier in the week, saddled his sixth 
winner of the season when his seven- 
year-old chestnut gelding, Tiger Rag, 
took the confined race by eight lengths 
from the Bradley Gibbs-partnered 
Tico. 

Cowbridge's Byron Moorcroft took 
the young horse maiden on seven-year- 
old Boss Of The Moss who led from 
pillar to post in the testing conditions 
to win by 15 lengths from the Bradley 
Gibbs-partnered Overtoujay. 

Boss Of The Moss, who is by 
Alderbrook-Star Bui, is owned by 
distant cousins Mr D Williams and H 
Williams from Blackmill, near 
Bridgend. 

It is the first horse they have ever 
owned and David Williams, who farms 
in the area, also trains it. A delighted 
Moorcroft said: “I knew the horse 
would stay, so I made all the running 
and the tactics paid off.” 

TIM'S DOUBLE 

Aberthin's Tim Vaughan landed a 
double at Uttoxeter Races last 
Saturday. 

His eight-year-old Akula, 
confidently ridden by Alan Johns, took 
the two mile handicap hurdle coming 
home 28 lengths ahead of Lean Bum 
and his seven-year-old Ashford Wood, 
partnered by Michael Byrne, won the 
two mile four furlongs hurdle by one 
and a quarter lengths from Bowie. 

Akula went off the 4-1 favourite in 
a field of 10 runners and the top 
weighted Asford Wood was a 11-2 
shot. 

BRIAN LEE 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



61 HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 

In silver, 29,000 miles, superb throughout 

£8,995 



10 HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid 

In red, 20,000 miles, sporty looks, 
fantastic mpg 

£8,995 


08 LEXUS is 220 Diesel 
6-Speed 

In silver, 81,000 miles 

£6,495 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 




10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel 

Zetec Auto 10 

In black, 53,000 mile 7-seater 

£9,995 10 



61 NISSAN Micro 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr 


In silver, 14,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 ss 


RBC 


JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible In silver, black hood, 

black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner .£32,995 

LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 63,000 miles, sat-nav, 

tv, steps, fully colour coded .£18,995 

LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 

miles, 25 year old sports car.£10,995 

FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto In black, 53,000 mile 

7-seater .£9,995 

HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 5-Dr In silver, 29,000 miles, 

supurb throughout .£8,995 

HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid In red, 20,000 miles, sporty 

looks, fantastic mpg.£8,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 5-Dr In met-red, 30,000 miles, 1 

owner family hatch.£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr In black, 27,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£7,995 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acentia In met-blue, 59,000 miles, 

2 owners.£7,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tom-Tom 5-Dr In 

white, 22,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tomtom In 

silver, 46,000 miles, sat-nav etc .£7,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ3 5-Dr In red, 19,000 miles, 1 owner 

.£6,995 

CHRYSLER Ypsilon 1.2 SE 5-Dr In bronze, 12,000 miles, 

1 owner .£6,995 

CITROEN C3 Picasso VTR+ 1.6 Diesel In met grey, 

35,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Exclusive Automatic 5-Dr In silver, 

42,00 miles .£6,495 

CITROEN C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto 5-Dr In met grey, 23,000 

miles, superb example.£6,495 

LEXUS is 220 Diesel 6-Speed In silver, 81,000 miles . . . 

.£6,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr In silver, 14,000 miles, 

with sat-nav .£6,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 63,000 miles, 

diesel with £20 road tax .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC Convertable In silver, 32,000 

miles .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 308 Access 5-Dr In met bronze, 26,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Exclusive 5-Dr In black, 52,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi ‘ICE’ 5-Dr In met green, 20,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 SE 5-Dr In white with a/c etc, 1 owner 

.£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, low 

running costs .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 67,000 miles £5,995 
FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, very 

nice example at .Reduced to £5,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.6 Diesel Sport In white, 67,000 miles, great 

looking car at .£5,995 

CITROEN C4 Picasso VTR+ 7-seater In silver, 62,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr ES 5-Dr In black, 

66,000 miles, glass roof etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 

49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

FIAT 500 Pop In white, 29,000 miles with glass roof, 

stop/start etc .£5,495 

PEUGEOT 308 Verve 1.6 5-Dr. In black, 36,000 miles, one 

owner .£5,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met lime, 52,000 miles, very 

nice example, new shape .£5,495 

VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 

ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £5,295 

VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£5,295 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr In black, 22,000 miles, £30 

road tax .£4,995 

SUZUKI Splash 1.2 GLS+ 5-Dr. In met blue, 55,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,995 

RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate In silver, 60,000 
miles with a/c, alloys .£4,995 


58 RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique 5-Dr In black, 

71,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

08 KIA Ceed 1.6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, 

a/c etc .£4,995 

08 ALFA Romeo 159 Lusso 1.9 Diesel In met-grey, 68,000 

miles, stylish saloon with leather .£4,995 

57 AUDI A6 SE Estate 2.0 Diesel In black, fantastic value at 

.£4,995 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance.£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 VVTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 

42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 

62 PEUGEOT 107 Active In red, 21,000 miles, 1 owner, £20 
road tax .Reduced to £4,995 

57 HYUNDAI i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example.£4,995 

55 MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of extras, 
superb value at .£4,995 

53 BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with grey 

leather, nice example.Reduced to £4,695 

58 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In met turquoise, 

55,000 miles .£4,695 

08 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 
with a/c etc .Reduced to £4,695 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 Diesel CDTi Life 5-Dr In black, 

77,000 miles.£4,295 

09 CITROEN C3 1.4 Diesel VT 5-Dr In silver, 52,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,295 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met grey, 52,000 miles, 

1 owner .£4,295 

59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 ‘S’ Eco-Flex 3-Dr In red with white 

stripes, 57,000 miles, upgraded, alloys.£3,995 

09 CITROEN Cl 1.0 VTR 5-Dr In red, 50,000 miles, £20 road 
tax.£3,995 

57 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles .£3,995 

05 NISSAN Micra 1.2 SE 5-Dr Automatic In met grey, 25,000 

miles.£3,795 

04 MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys 
etc, good looking Mini .£3,695 

58 PEUGEOT 207 M-Play 1.4 3-Dr In silver, 66,000 miles, 

sporty looks at .£3,695 

58 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, a/c alloys, 

etc .£3,695 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Ghia Automatic 5-Dr In purple with grey 

leather trim, 47,000 miles .£3,695 

08 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique In met grey, 64,000 

miles.£3,495 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-Dr In red, 34,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-Dr In ice blue, 54,000 miles, 

1 owner .£3,495 

55 TOYOTA Corolla T-Spirit 1.6VVN 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 

miles .Reduced to £2,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 3-Dr In met grey, 46,000 miles, 

one owner.£3,295 

07 FIAT Bravo 1.4 Dynamic 5-Dr In met-grey, 54,000 miles, 

fantastic value.£3,295 

05 FORD Fusion 1.6 Automatic 5-Dr In met-blue, 41,000 

miles.£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr In met-blue, 79,000 
miles .Reduced to £2,995 

54 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 

road tax, host of extras.Reduced to £2,495 

57 FORD KA 1.3 Zetec In met-grey, 37,000 miles ...£2,495 
05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twinport 3-Dr In silver, low 

mileage.£2,495 

51 HONDA Civic 1.6 VVTI Automatic In silver, 56,000 miles, 
alloys a/c etc.£2,495 



59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC 
Convertable 

In silver, 32,000 miles 

£6,495 



04 MINI One 

In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys etc 

£3,695 



10 FIAT 500 Pop 

In white, 29,000 miles with glass roof, stop/start etc 

£5,495 



05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel 
Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage 

£3,495 



59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 'S' Eco-Flex 

In red with white stripes, 57,000 miles 
upgraded alloys 

£3,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Brian’s PTP Blast 
from the Past — 1980 


THIS week, Brian 
Lee - thanks to his 
many press cutting 
books - travels back 
some 35 years in 
time to 1980. 

Under the heading 
‘Housewife Has Easy 
Victory’ this is what I had 
to say about Llancarfan 
trainer Evan Williams’ 
mother: 

“Llancarfan’s 
steeplechasing mum 
Mary Williams scored an 
easy win in the ladies’ 
race at the 

Carmarthenshire Hunt 
Steeplechases on 

Saturday. 

Riding Nat Gibson’s 
10-year-old bay gelding 
Beige Prince, the 35- 
year-old housewife and 
mother of two made 
nearly all the running to 
win by 15 lengths from 
the grey Druid with ACW 
a neck away in third 
place.” 

The Monmouthshire 
mare Lady Pen, 
partnered by Andrew 
James, landed a gamble 
in the men’s open event. 

Backed from 20-1 to 
4-1, Lady Pen came 
home eight lengths ahead 
of Davin Moor. 

Gwent rider 

Roscombe Jones chalked 
up his first winner when 
riding his mother’s Lord 
Belvedere to a 15 length 
victory in the restricted 
open race. Roscombe, 
aged 18, a self-employed 
agricultural contractor, 
only started riding in 
point-to-points last year. 

Cowbridge’s John 
Llewellyn took the 
adjacent hunts’ race on 
Peter Thomas’s Red 
Wasp. 

John Llewellyn riding 
at the Golden Valley 
meeting won the men’s 
open on Master Straight 
while under the heading 
‘Another Open Win For 
Fitz’, I wrote: “Rose 
Harry’s 14-year-old 
Fitz - the Mac Vidi of 
Welsh point-to-point 
racing - chalked up his 
24th victory at the 
Brecon Hunt 

Steeplechases on 

Saturday. 

“Ridden by Bassaleg 


THE Welsh 

Government has 
announced funding 
support for the next 
two years for the 
Wales Games 
Development Show 
to promote Welsh 
talent and expertise. 

Economy Minister 
Edwina Hart AM said 
funding support will 
ensure the show will 
remain a key, stand 
alone, annual event in the 
UK Games calendar and 
will build on its 
successes to date. 

“The Welsh 

Government is 

committed to developing 
the Welsh Games sector 
which is a rapidly 
growing, high profile, 
high value element of the 
creative industries. We 


farrier Tim Rooney, Fitz 
stormed home well clear 
of ex-steeplechaser Old 
Vince in division three of 
the Open race. Fitz' s win 
was some consolation for 
Rooney, who in the 
previous race when 
partnering the strongly 
fancied Canhe, failed to 
catch the Monmouthsire 
mare Lady Pen. Twenty- 
two year-old Joan 
Stephens, of Penhow, 
near Chepstow, who was 
having only her second 
ride in public, landed the 
ladies’ open race on her 
father’s nine-year-old 
Bell- Amy s." 

At the Llangibby Hunt 
Steeplechases this year, 
where St Athan’s John 
Thomas won the maiden 
race on his grandfather 
Jack Thomas’s Cottage 
Chest, John Llewellyn 
was successful on Proud 
Prince and Master 
Straight. 

My report on the 
Curre Point-To-Point 
read: “Rose Harry’s Fitz 
was a controversial 
winner of the open race. 
The rider of Henley Fair, 
the runner-up, Brian 
Hughes, thought that he 
had just got up on the line 
and rode straight into the 
winner’s enclosure. But 
the judge ruled that 
Henley Fair had been 
beaten by half-a-length.” 

One bookmaker, 
obviously of the same 
opinion as Hughes, laid 
2-1 against Fitz being 
awarded the race. 

Fitz who was ridden 
by Tim Rooney, was 
winning the event for the 
third year in succession. 
Local rider Richard 
Hambleton was in fine 
form, winning the 
members’ race on Late 
Guest and the restricted 
open on Flying Boy. 

That man, Cowbridge 
farmer John Llewellyn, 
was in the news again. In 
my preview piece for the 
Glamorgan Hunt 

Steeplechases at St 
Hilary I wrote: “All eyes 
will be on Cowbridge 
farmer John Llewellyn 
tomorrow. Last weekend 
at the Pembrokeshire he 
bagged a treble with 
Darwin, Knight’s Queen 


have considerable talent 
in Wales which is 
fostered by our further 
and higher education 
institutions and have a 
growing cluster of highly 
successful companies 
working in a very 
competitive global 
market,” she commented. 

“I am pleased the 
Welsh Government is 
supporting the Wales 
Development Show, 
which attracts hundreds 
of delegates every year 
and provides a forum for 
the development of 
Welsh Games businesses 
and exchange of creative 
ideas within the UK and 
internationally. 

“It is also a great 
platform to promote what 
Wales can offer 
companies in terms of a 
business location.” 


and Lucky Mating and 
now shares the lead in the 
national point-to-point 
riders’ championship 
with Ian McKie of 
Bicester who has ridden 
13 winners. 

“Llewellyn, the 
reigning Welsh champion 
rider, needs only one 
more win to equal Tim 
Rooney’s Welsh record 
of 14 wins in a season.” 

As it turned out, 
Llewellyn drew a blank 
but Bridgend farmer 
Dillwyn Thomas had 
plenty of cause for 
celebration as he 
‘chalked up his 100th 
win as an owner when 
Cefn Soloman won the 
Jeep - Christi’s open 
race’. Cefn Soloman, 
ridden by Paul Hamer, 
came home four lengths 
clear of Border 
Merchant. At this 
meeting, the Vale’s 
Robert Oakes took the 
members’ race on Barvic 
and Rosemary White was 
successful on Starnello 
in the ladies’ open race. 

It was at the 
Llangeinor Hunt races 
that John Llewellyn set a 
new Welsh record of 15 
wins in a season when 
winning the men’s open 
race on Diane Harries’s 
Knights Queen. Backers 
of seven-year-old bay 
mare Pentyrch Event at 
this meeting thought they 
were bound to collect, 
when the horse that was 
leading it by a distance. 
Red Account, took the 
wrong course and 
jumped a fence too many. 

But the stewards ruled 
that the error was caused 
by a fence steward who 


LATEST results 
are: 

First division: Allsorts 
(C Griffiths 31) 280, 
Cigar Ladies (C Colman 
29) 272; Coppers (G 
Wride 36) 348, Baker’s 
Dozen (S Howe 33) 325; 
S V Gals (C Gaffney 31) 
294, Family and Friends 
(J Crompton 33) 259; 
Barry Stars (T Lambett 
37) 340, Family Affair (S 
Evans, Sandra Wilson 
33) 346; Colcot Ladies 
(H Edwards 27) 240, 
Space Finders (L Jones) 
271. 

Second division: 
Strikers (L Goodwin 27) 
2434, Cad Con Fillies (T 
Clements 28) 213; Roller 
Coasters (L Thomas 24) 
227, Breakaways (P 
Thurston, C Smith 21) 
208; Witchill Widows (L 
Young 37), 323, Rhoose 
Starlights (J Ockwell 31) 
290; Divas (C Miller 27) 
218, Witchill Weebies 
(M Smith 23) 228; After 
Eights (P Bryant 31) 283, 
SV Lights (P Beadle, L 
Norris 29) 282; Vixens 
(L Galsworthy 27) 245, 
Castle Bandits (S King 
31) 279; Clickies (B 
Jodrell 31) 306, Bobby’s 
Girls (B Roe, B 
Macdonald 33)313. 

Third division: 

Rhoose Ravers (C I 


failed to doll off the 
fence and they allowed 
Red Account to keep the 
race. 

More confusion 
followed in the next 
race - the women’s 
open - when Shan 
Morgan riding the grey 
Shesheen missed out the 
last fence. 

The Ystrad at Llantwit 
Major saw the close of 
the 1980 Welsh season 
and David Turner, the 
reigning national point- 
to-point riders’ 

champion, made a 560 
mile round trip from 
Suffolk and was 
rewarded with a double. 

David took the 
restricted open with 
Gradwood and the men’s 
open with Keep. The 
Adjacent race went to 
Henley Fair (Brian 
Hughes), the women’s 
open to National Clover 
(Joan Vaughan), the 
Members’ race to 
Tabacco (Brian Price) 
and the Maiden to Yester 
Year (Mike Williams). 

John Llewellyn 
retained his Welsh riders’ 
title and the women’s 
title also went to the 
reigning champion Shan 
Morgan of Mandryka 
fame. 

Tonyrefail’s Brian 
Hughes took the South 
Wales and 

Monmouthshire area 
award with Henley Fair. 

You can e-mail your 
point-to-point 
memories!photographs 
t o 

brianlee4 @ virginmedia. 
com or phone02920 


Davidson 26) 244, 

Etcetera (M Grasby 27) 
257; Jolly Dollies (E 
Jackson 28) 218, Merry 
Makers (C Morse, S 
Hawker 26) 246; 

Airways Angels (J 
thomas 28) 219, Friends 
and Neighbours (J Parry, 
L Williams 22) 202; 
Westenders (S Woodfield 
26) 217, Persuaders (L 
Organ 23) 216; Hill 
Billies (J Lambeth 32) 
288, Dolly Mixtures (P 
Brigham 31) 305; Rugby 
Triers (S Watts 25) 223, 
Lil’s Devils (J H Jones 
26) 227; Witchill 

Wanderers (S Raynolds 
32) 304, SV Ladies (H 
Protheroe 33) 317. 

Fourth division: Odd 
Bods (T Perry 25) 198, 
La Belles (C Knight 27) 
255; Twilights (S Ellis 
23) 211; Boozy Birds (S 
Rudefort 26) 188; Off 
The Rails (C Griffiths 
26) 228, BFFs (A Finn 
21) 167. 

Fifth Division: Barry 
Ravers (K Gernon 25) 
162, Aristocats (T 
Weston, B Tamlyn 23) 
190; Smurfs 9J 
Hakeswell 25) 198, 

Guardian Angels (S 
Clarke 29) 213; Hell 
Raisers (Nugent 27) 194, 
Socialites (P Todd 28) 
183. 


Funding boost 
for games sector 


736438. 

BRIAN LEE 

The Barry and 
District ladies 
skittle results 




5% discount 

with this voucher 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 
Unit 4, 40D Penllyn Way, _ 

Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 


We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. Before 

Open 6 days a week 
8am till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 

Light & Heavy 0^ 

Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 

beat any genuine like for I- 

like quotation j ^—~ 

We deal with all major [ 

insurance companies | 

“If your excess is too high - j 

give us a try” \ 


as New 

Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 


HAD AN ACCIDENT NOT YOUR FAULT! 

Q. Why should having an accident that wasn’t your fault cause you any 
inconvenience and out of pocket expenses? 

A. IT SHOULDN’T 

GOOD AS NEW will assist by arranging a replacement vehicle whilst providing 
helpful advice and seeking compensation for your injuries. 

GOOD AS NEW will fund your vehicle repairs which is great news if you are only 
third party insured. 

For those who are comprehensively insured, you won’t have to fund your 
insurance excess and your claims bonus will not be affected. 

GOOD AS NEW will assist you during this very often, difficult and complicated 
process. 

If following the advice of our Local Solicitor you decide to make a claim 
GOOD AS NEW can assist you with the following: 

• Arrange for us to repair your car 

• Provide a like for like replacement vehicle whilst your vehicle is being repaired, 
including cars, vans, motorcycles, private hire vehicles/taxis. 

• Pursue compensation for any personal injuries/loss of work. 

• Medical costs and provision of additional medical care such as physiotherapy. 

• Provide expert legal advice 

Our professional advisors are ready to answer your call, help from start to finish 
and set you straight back on the road. 
















48 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday April 2nd, 2015 



mrraTMU CrJJKf Sport 

YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 



AFTER ISRAEL MASTERCLASS... CAN COLEMAN’S 
WALES MAKE IT ALL THE WAY TO EURO 2016? 


G OING into Saturday’s game with Israel, Wales 
would have hoped to contain their hosts, who 
had set off at a pace in Group B and who had 
not lost competitively at home in nearly two and a half 
years. 

That Wales emerged comprehensive 3-0 winners, having dictated 
the game and rarely found themselves troubled by the Israelis, was a 
welcome surprise, Chris Coleman’s team delivering one of, if not 
their finest performance to date, to return to the top of their 
qualifying group - at least until Belgium edged past Israel 1-0 in 
Jerusalem on Tuesday, leaving both teams tied on 11 points, Belgium 
topping the group on goal difference. 

Much of the pre-match talk centred around (who else) Gareth 
Bale, and the woes he is currently experiencing in the harsh 
environment of the Bemabeu, as Real Madrid fans use him as a 
scapegoat for the team’s recent struggles. 

Bale had been seen smiling and laughing at training in the week, a 
clear indicator that the man pivotal to Wales’ qualifying hopes was 
happier in the bosom of his Welsh teammates, and enjoying a chance 
to do what he does best without a baying gaggle of Spaniards jeering 
his every move. 


The opening half of this encounter was cagey, but with Wales 
edging it in terms of opportunities created; Bale, however, seemed a 
little off-pace, taking too many touches and forcing the action, 
perhaps a knock-on effect from the pressures of the day job creeping 
into his international game. 

However, the breakthrough came just before halftime - Bale’s flick 
on met Aaron Ramsey’s head, and the ball looped over the Israeli 
keeper and into the net, the goal seeming to have inflicted a 
psychological blow on an already underperforming (and 
disappointing) Israeli team. 

Wales doubled their lead when Bale’s beautifully struck free-kick 
left the keeper with no chance, and though Israel seemed to be 
creeping back into the game, their faint hopes were dealt a fatal blow 
when Bale notched his second in the 77th minute. 

The impact such a result will have had on the group is significant, 
on a day which saw Bosnia grab a vital three points with a 3-0 win in 
Andorra, and the Belgians shake off their post-World Cup malaise 
with an ominous and clinical 5-0 demolition of Cyprus. 

It’s the Belgians who will be Wales’ next opponents in Cardiff on 
June 12, and the enormity of the task in terms of getting a result will 
not have been lost on Coleman and his squad, despite the well-earned 
and deserved point they brought back from Brussels last November. 


However, despite the fact that Marc Wilmots’ men seem to be 
hitting their stride, Wales will have plenty to worry the Belgians, not 
least the way they totally outplayed an Israeli team who had taken 
three wins from their opening three games. 

Tactically Coleman had it spot on, the 5-3-2 formation giving 
Wales both defensive strength and numbers on the counter-attack, 
with Bale, shorn of the responsibility of leading the line, allowed free 
reign to run amok. 

There were standout performances all over the pitch, while the late 
introduction of striker Sam Vokes after his serious knee injury, and 
his lively performance, was a heartening sight to see, and provides 
competition in an area where Wales lack true quality. 

There is still much to do, another five games to shape Wales’ hopes 
of qualifying for Euro 2016, but with three of these games at home, 
their destiny is very much in their own hands; indeed, to be sitting in 
such a lofty position at this point is encouraging, and a positive result 
in June may very well push the levels of optimism - and expectation 
- even higher. 

If they do this, then we may indeed dare to dream - and watching 
Wales in a major finals will become a reality! 

__ GARETH JAMIESON/ 


A weakened 
Cowbridge put 
up a good fight 


FOLLOWING the 
high scoring in the 
Six Nations the 
previous weekend, 
we saw another high 
scoring game on 
Saturday as 

Cowbridge 
travelled to 

Llandaff North. 

With Cowbridge 
missing at least 10 
players for various 
reasons, they arrived 
with the bare 15 and no 
recognised front row so 


it was uncontested 
scrums from the start. 

The bottom line was 
Cowbridge lost 60-0, 
however there were 
several periods when 
the boys had scoring 
opportunities and 
tackled until they 
dropped. 

Up front Rhod 
Walker and Connor 
Boys were dynamic 
throughout, with Ben 
Worral and Kyle Jones 
tireless against a very 
strong North pack. 

When opportunities 


Cowbridge 
darts league 
round-up 


ON Tuesday, March 
24, the first rounds 
of the men’s singles 
competition were 
held at four venues - 
the Edmondes 
Arms, Farmers 
Arms, Hare and 
Hounds and 

Llanharry WMC. 

The successful players 
were Lee Harding, Steve 
Simmonite (Edmondes 
'A'), Martin Gaffney, 
Martin Thomas, Dai 
Thomas (Edmondes 'B'), 
Lee Jones (Highwayman 
Inn), John Burrows (Hare 
& Hounds) and Lee 
Davies (Llanharry); Lee 
Harding on his way to 
victory hit a 180. 

Present league 

standings after 18 
matches, are: Llanharry 
(133 points), Edmondes 
B (100), Highwayman 
Inn (95), Edmondes A 
(86), Hare and Hounds 
(75), Farmer’s Arms 


(66), Edmondes C (57) 
and Old Post Ladies 
(34). 

On Tuesday, April 7, 
there are no matches 
scheduled because of the 
Easter weekend. The 
next matches are on April 
14, when there is a full 
programme of league 
matches scheduled. 

The Edmondes A hosts 
the Edmondes C, the Old 
Post Ladies hosts the 
Highwayman Inn, the 
Farmers Arms hosts the 
Edmondes B and 
Llanharry hosts the Hare 
and Hounds. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are welcome. For further 
information e-mail Paul 
a t 

co wbridgedarts @ gmail. 
com; up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts .apsn .co .uk. 

PJT 


arose half backs Harry 
Driscoll and Luc 
Williams made some 
telling breaks and 
centre Tom Sterling 
and wing Tom Johnson 
came close on a few 
occasions. 

Unfortunately, the 
North pounced on 
Cowbridge's mistakes 
and several of their 
tries were breakaways 
as Cowbridge were in 
the home side’s 22. 

So, despite the result 
the boys can hold their 
heads high for putting 
up a fight - and being 
there! 

This Saturday we 
entertain Canton RFC 
at the Athletic ground. 
Canton are two places 
above Cowbridge in the 
league and with a full 
strength team 

Cowbridge can win this 
match. 

The following 

Saturday, April 11, we 
travel to Llantwit 
Major and then face St. 
Albans at home on 
April 18. 

This Sunday our 
twin town Clisson bring 
over a rugby team; 
many players will have 
great memories of visits 
to Clisson, and 
welcoming them to 
Cowbridge, so Sunday 
should be a great 
occasion. 

The match kicks off 
at 10.30am so come 
along and enjoy the 
spectacle. 

RV/RK 


Bowls club 
warm up 
for season 


COWBRIDGE 
bowling club, 
which started 20 
years ago, 
continues to grow. 

The pre-season 
meeting was held 
recently - membership is 
good and both the ladies 
and the men’s teams 
will be involved in more 
league games this year. 

There will be the 
usual internal club 
competition culminating 
in the finals weekend 
early in September, but 
it is not all about 
competitions. 

Social bowls has 
proved to be popular 
with good numbers 
turning up to play on a 
Monday afternoons and 
on Friday evenings from 
early June to late 


August. This has helped 
our newer members 
settle into the club. 

The club benefits 
from having a number 
of qualified coaches 
who can advise on the 
playing side. 

If you are thinking 
about it why not have a 
go? Free taster sessions 
can be arranged at 
weekends for those 
working during the 
week - contact Michael 
Bradley (development 
officer) on 01446 
773289 for further 
information. 

You can find 
additional information 
about the club on our 
website: 

cowbridgebowlingclub. 
uk. 

MB 


The Penllyn 
Bridge Club 


THURSDAY, 
March 5 (20 pairs): 
1st Helen & Mike 
Ruttley 59.6%, 

2nd Sally Kennedy 
& Allan Evans 
58.08%, 3rd David 
& Marion 
Stephenson 
5732%. 

Thursday, March 12 
(17 pairs): 1st Julia 
Evans & Chris Impey 
60%, 2nd Dot Williams 
& Pam Hanmer 58.7%, 
3rd Judith & Colin 
Nunn 58.21%. 

Thursday, March 19 
(19 pairs): 1st Colin 


Nunn & Mary Wallis 
64.38%, 2nd Catherine 
Domican & John Hunter 
59.09%, 3rd Joyce 
Hollway & Ian 
Dunglinson 56.53%. 

Thursday, March 26, 
Robert Brown cup (18 
pairs): 1st John Lord & 
Joe Ilsley 61.93%, 2nd 
Myrtle Hansard & 

Diana Lewis 60.08%, 
3rd Rita Williams & 

Gill Harding 58.52%. 
Robert Brown cup 
winners Judith Nunn & 
Colin Nunn, runners-up 
Cath Domican and John 
Hunter. 

CN 


We welcome your sports reports, news 
and other items of interest - email us 
at: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


TROPHY DELIGHT 
FOR SCHOOL’S 
YOUNG CRICKETERS! 



ABOVE: Cowbridge Comprehensive School pupils were in 
action in the Lady Taverners cricket competition at Sophia 
Gardens recently - and the under-13 team (pictured above) 
landed a trophy! For a full report on the school’s recent 
sporting achievements, turn to page 6. 


RHYDIAN LANDS 
BRONZE MEDAL 


RHYDIAN 
WILLIAMS (11) 
competed on 
February 22 at the 
Welsh Tae Kwon 
Do Closed 
Championships and 
on March 22 at the 
English Tae Kwon 
Do Open 
Championships. 

Rhydian saw off some 
stiff competition, both 
events seeing a large 
number of competitors, 
leading to a bronze 
medal position. 

Rhydian’s sister, Yvie 
(8) also competed in 
both competitions. Yvie 
unfortunately didn't 
place for a medal; 
however, she did an 
amazing job in all her 
fights. 


Huge thanks go to 
their Tae Kwon Do 
instructor, Neil Gimbel. 
Rhydian & Yvie, both 
pupils at Y Bont Faen, 
attend Neil Gimbel's Tae 
Kwon Do classes at 


Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre on a Monday and 
Thursday, 4pm-6.30pm. 

For more information 
contact Neil on 
07855487404 or visit 
neilgimbeltkd.com. VW 


Evan lands 
a one-two! 

THERE were only four starters for the 
Truvape Handicap Chase at Chepstow 
Racecourse on Monday, and two of the 
four were trained at Llancarfan by Evan 
Williams. 

The two trained by the Welsh wizard were 
Sublime Talent and Zama Zama and, as it happened, 
they finished first and second in that order. 

Stable jockey Paul Moloney rode the winner 
which beat its stable companion by two and a quarter 
lengths at odds of 3-1. 

BRIAN LEE 



























